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WHETHER YOU'RE STARTING A FAMILY 




.[ 



Some families are carefully planned. Others, you just meet along the way. 
Whoever makes up your family, think about making Volvo part of it. From the 
powerful XC90 to the sleek C70, Volvo combines style with legendary safety 
engineering for cars that care for the people you care about. 




OR CREATING ONE AS YOU GO. 




Variety makes us strong... 




These are the secrets behind nature's genius. From rain forests 
in the Amazon to modest backyard gardens, each creature and 
every species helps maintain the health and stability of these 
wondrous surroundings. And the more diverse the environ- 
ment, the more beautiful it is to behold. 




...Harmony makes us successful 



At Delta, we take great pride in the diversity of the people who 
make us what we are - a company of many cultures, lan- 
guages, backgrounds and experiences. These differences 
serve to bring us together, make us stronger and give us a 
unique understanding and sensitivity to the needs of our 
customers and the communities we serve. 

However, like the most dedicated gardener, we're never satis- 
fied with how our garden grows. We constantly strive to build 
on our achievements to make Delta fertile ground for our 
employees, partners and suppliers around the globe. 

Delta - sowing the seeds for success worldwide, naturally. 
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Is prime time ready for /?!s All Rdatiiv, a sitcom built 
around a long-term gay couple (from left, Christopher 
Sieber and John Benjamin Hickey) with a daughter'? 

Q| 110 Broadway vet and Relative star Sieber 
iLUO comes out and talks about visibility, long- 
distance relationsliips, and Snagglepuss 

0« THE COVER: CHRISTOPHER SIEBER AND JOHN BENJAMIN HICKEY PHOTOGRAPHED 8T JERRY 
AVERAIM FOR THE 1TV0CITE. JOHNSON: DANIEL P. DEfiELLA PETRONIIEVIC: JOHN HRVNIUK FOR 
THE ADVOCATE 




They're out: Matthew 
Briddell (top) and Sheri 
Mane Werick; see pane 33 



Readers come out 
26 real people tell their sto - 
ries of leaving the closet 33 
Golden Gloves off Box 
ing champ Thaddine Johnson 
is a lesbian knockout 40 
ESPN goes gay Actor Daniel 
Petronijevic plays a pro footballer 
who's outed in the locker room in 
the new drama Playmakers 74 
It's our party Gay comics and a 
Real World alum are out for laughs 
in the Coming Out Party DVD 76 
Teen tales Gay high schoolers 
find their life stories in new novels 
and in a valuable guidebook 84 




74 





42 



Ten of the most gay-friendly employers 

In our annual survey of GLBT-friendly 
employment policies, 10 new companies join 
our list of die best places to work Plus 'Hie Dal- 
las Moniinu Xcics seemed on track as a gay- 
friendly paper — until it ordered 500,(XX) copies 
destroyed because of a featured gay news story 



news feature 

Tied up in marriage knots Usually united in opposition to 
gay equality, the political right is divided over a proposed 
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arts & entertainment 

FILM 

Flipping their wigs I tag divas Evie Harris, 
Coco Pent, and Yarla Jean Merman shine 
in the demented Gilts Will Be Gffl& 70 

THEATER 

Transylvania twist Solo dieater artist 
David Drake searches for 1 lis real 
family liistory in Son ufDnikala 72 



MUSIC 

Gay, no chaser Rums Wainvvright's haunting 
nines on a CD laced with !!>;;// 78 
Perfect foils Aluminum Group delivers More 
llu)>/>i/)irss with another di ise of an it pop 81 

BOOKS 

Pig city Artist Ian Falconer rocks cltildren's lit 
with his hit porcine creation, Olivia 82 



CULTURE 

A yen for queers Japan's outrageous animation happily 

incorporates gay, lesbian, and trans I hemes 86 

Strip's Sunset Tim Ban'la's "D-onard & I vtny" says goodbye 90 



When you see the mouse icon at the end of a story, find exclusive related stories 
online at www.advgcate.com 
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Song-and-dance man 

Thank you very much for Anne 
Stockwell's illuminating interview 
with Hugh Jackman ["Jackman's 
Journey," September 16]. His charm, 
passion, and candor are very refresh- 
ing in this age of flash and hype. It's 
also refreshing that as a mainstream 
actor, he's taking a chance on a 
change-of-pace stint on Broadway — 
and playing omnisexual Peter Allen 
no less! Long may he "dag," and I for 



than David Lewis's statement that 
the Reverend Gene Robinson had 
"harassed" him merely by touching 
him ["Gay Man of God"]. They are 
equally homophobic, and yet Kerry is 
supposed to be a friend to our com- 
munity. Kerry's views on traditional- 
ism and marriage are also unsettling. 
I appreciate the fact that as a senator 
Kerry is an "ardent gay rights sup- 
porter." However, this interview, 
combined with his constant waffling 
on the war in Iraq, leads me to be- 



"irs refreshing that as a 
mainstream actor, Hugh 
Jackman's taking a chance 
and playing omnisexual!" 




-TREVOR WOLF, Los Angeles, Calif. 



\ Jackmam 
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ha- I la -vsk rail 



one am happy to have him sing for 
his supper in whatever role he 
chooses to incarnate. Bravo! 

Trevor Wolf, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Doctor, please make me out a pre- 
scription for a Hugh Jackman clone. 
Paul Carson, Los Angeles, Calif. 

Hugh Jackman is interesting to no 
one but himself and gays who are in- 
terested only in fluff and insignifi- 
cance. What was the point of featur- 
ing a messy-looking actor in your 
magazine? Personal interest story or 
sexual titillation? Who cares? Cer- 
tainly not the straight readers of The 
Advocate, of which there may be 
many more than we know. And what 
does The Advocate tell them about 
what is "important" to us? 

Bill Steffenhagen, LaCrosse, Wis. 

Wary of Kerry 

John Kerry's statement "In certain 
situations, it's possible [that a sol- 
dier's sexual orientation] is relevant" 
["Kerry's Conundrum," September 
16] was even more offensive to me 



lieve that Kerry will say just about 
anything to just about anyone to be 
elected president It did not work for 
Al Gore, and I find it hard to believe 
it will work for Kerry. 

Keith Cochran, Jersey City, N.J. 

Wobbly platform 

For the past few years I have been 
compering in the Miss America sys- 
tem and was, in fact, fourth runner- 
up in the Miss District of Columbia 
2003 pageant. I too was thrilled 
about the possibilities in regard to 
the gay community of current Miss 
America Erika Harold's antiviolence 
platform and was very disappointed 
when she began to focus more on 
abstinence ["Bye-bye, Miss Ameri- 
ca's Lie," September 16]. 

My platform focused completely 
on gay rights and fighting violence 
against homosexuals. I just wanted 
to let you know that there are those 
of us out there who do care and wish 
to focus on issues regarding the gay 
community rather than simply 
sweeping them under the rug. 

Tiffany Jarman, via the Internet 



Pass-fail 



It was with great dismay that I read 
James Kirchick's My Perspective col- 
umn ["The Folly of Harvey Milk 
High," September 16]. It amazes me 
that a gay man, in the year 2003, at- 
tending an Ivy League college no 
less, just doesn't get it 

The fact that he "didn't come out 
until [he] arrived at college last year" 
tells me that he got through 18 years 
of life "passing." Well, the kids at 
Harvey Milk — the ones for whom it 
was created— don't pass. They can't 
pass. We're not talking about the 
tomboy who likes to play catch or 
the dreamy-eyed boy who is in the 
drama club. Think instead Brandon 
Teena. The Harvey Milk kids don't 
just get pushed in the hallways. They 
get verbally abused. They get physi- 
cally assaulted. 

Yes, the city does have an obliga- 
tion to root out the gay bashers and 
discipline them. But while we wait 
for that to happen, our kids (for they 
are our kids) are getting raped and 
murdered So while we wait for the 
city to provide a safe and supportive 
environment regardless of a stu- 
dent's sexual orientation, our out 
GLBT lads have Harvey Milk High 

Harvey Milk High is not a folly. 
The folly is James Kirchick's. 

Edward Sherman, New York, N. Y. 

Kirchick's knowledge of Harvey Milk 
High School, its 20-year history, and 
its purpose seems limited to a brief 
visit to the Web site and some news 
articles. Also, his own admittedly 
closeted status in high school makes 
his judgment of the school and the 
plight of gay teens in general the 
height of presumption 

Harvey Milk High has historically 
served GLBT teens who have been 
subjected to serious harassment 
both at school and home. Most are 
kids of color who come from 
tougher neighborhoods than Kir- 
chick has likely encountered. Also, 
these students choose to go there — 
there's no forced segregation. 

Henry Baker, New York, N. Y. 

As a student who just finished a year 
and a half at the Triangle Pro- ► 
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THE ADVOCATE 

POLL 

SPONSORED BY eubaru • 

In the September 16 issue, 
readers were asked: 
Do the views of Miss America 
have an impact on how other 
Americans feel about gay 
rights? 



Boni 




Reader comments from www.advocate.com 

■ "Miss America's views on kittens, puppies, the homeless, and world peace are always 
predictable, and I don't think anyone really hears anything else." 

■ "If someone like former Miss America Kate Shindle were in our corner promoting gay 
rights, I think there would be a chance that some good might result." 

■ "Miss America hasn't had any clout since Mary Ann Mobley was the crown holder," 

■ "I don't believe her importance is as great as it once was. but she still has the 
benefit of a public platform and the imprimatur of a well-regarded institution." 

■ "The demographic that must be reached in order for us to ever have 
equal rights is straight men, and they don't typically follow Miss America." 

■ "How can anyone take them seriously when they're standing there in a 
bathing suit and high heels?" 



gram, a Canadian version of Harvey 
Milk High School with less money, I 
am astounded by LGBT people who 
expect youths to spend their time at 
school working on fighting homo- 
phobia I'm an activist, so it comes 
naturally to me, but for most queer 
youths, spending every minute fight- 
ing homophobia can be draining. 
Schools like Harvey Milk don't exist 
to segregate LGBT youth. They exist 
to keep us in school. Most of my 
classmates at Triangle would never 
have completed high school if they 
didn't have a safe space to learn. 
When you are constantly being at- 
tacked, it's pretty hard to learn. 

A. Scheim, Toronto, Canada 

It's strange that someone who went 
to an all-male school is on a crusade 
to obliterate a school designed to 
provide a safe haven for gay students, 
instead of battling to reintegrate his 
old alma matter with women. Not 
once did James Kirchick point out 
what a tremendous failure his high 
school was because it lacked girls. 
Kirchick did point out that the atmos- 
phere in his school was so hostile, he 
couldn't come out until he was away 
from that hellhole, and he thinks fu- 
ture generations could benefit from 
the same bigotry. 

David Klamann, Las Vegas, Nev. 



Harvey Milk, for all its limitations, is 
a last resort for kids who are not 
wanted or welcomed anywhere else. 
It is the only place where these chil- 
dren are appreciated for who they 
are inside, regardless of what they 
wear or their experiments with gen- 
der or sexuality. For these kids, this 
is the last chance they'll ever get to 
complete a high school educatioa 
Eric Rosenbaum, New York, N.Y. 

James Kirchick's column demon- 
strates a critical point Intergroup re- 
lations are the best way to learn tol- 
erance. He asserts, "If gay kids feel 
safe enough to come out, real learn- 
ing can take place." Creating an out- 
let for this type of learning is the 
challenge for New York City public 
school officials. Segregating LBGTQ 
kids is not the proper response to so- 
cietal ignorance. 

Brian K. Eggen, Gilbert, Ariz. 

Generation vexed 

First, I would like to applaud you for 
launching your new space for young 
queer voices, Generation Q. That 
said, I must admit to finding the first 
feature, "Not Pretty Enough" [Sep- 
tember 16] by Ryan Kim, depressing 
and offensive. 

Mr. Kim must be watching shows 



that I never get to see if he is wor- 
ried there aren't enough "beautiful" 
queers on TV. The TV reception I 
get at my home has Will & Grace, 
Queer as Folk, Six Feet Under, 
Friends — all with lovely queers. TV 
has come a long way in represent- 
ing gays and lesbians — but not very 
far for everyday-looking people. 

I don't recall ever feeling that I re- 
lated to anyone on TV, and I still 
don't Youths, in general, do not de- 
termine what marketing is crammed 
down their throats or what impossi- 
ble body image is held up as the stan- 
dard for beauty — an ad exec does. 

Mr. Kim's dismissive labeling of 
the students in the True Life episode 
as "misfits" is disheartening He says 
his straight friends came away from 
the episode with "a definition of 'gay' 
that wasn't really true to what they 
knew." Does Kim live in a world 
where everyone is beautiful and priv- 
ileged? I'm sorry if I don't agree that 
teens need to be targeted like mind- 
less, starry-eyed drones. 

Young people, queer and straight 
struggle every day to be OK with 
bodies and looks that don't fit into a 
mold marketed by someone else. I 
hope The Advocate will pick more 
encouraging voices of youth in Gen- 
eration Q, not more judges. 

Valerie Douglas, Seattle, Wash. 



Please keep letters brief and to the point; we reserve the right to edit all letters as deemed necessary. Letters must include the home address and phone number of the 
writer and should be sent to Letters to the Editor, The Advocate, P.O. Box 4371, Los Angeles, CA 90078; faxed to (323) 467-6805; or E-mailed to letters@advocate.com. 
We cannot respond to letters individually. For general information, send an E-mail to info@advocate.com with info typed in the subject line of your message. 
u " Find more letters and the unabridged versions of some of these letters on the Web at vAyw.advocate.com . 
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There's one 
economy 
you can be 
optimistic 
about. 




Yours. 

There's The Economy. And there's your 
economy. Your economy is driven by things 
like a soaring SAT" score, a 'for sale' sign on 
a beach house, an urge to be a tourist, and 
popular phrases like "I do" or "It's a girl." 
In a word: life. 

Events such as these are all interconnected, 

Domestic-partner 

economies have unique an d impact each other over time. Many people, 

financial issues. We can 

help with the right advice. though, don't view their finances this way. 



Managing the economy 
that means most. 



American Express Financial Advisors believes 
that for every action, there's a financial reaction, 
and a link to your broader financial picture. 
Of course many offer financial advice. But 
knock on the door of an insurance company 
and more than likely they'll tell you the 
answer is insurance. Invest some time with a 
brokerage firm and they'll usually say invest 
in stocks. Talk to a fund company and the talk 




Single-parent economies 
are on tho rise. We can 
help should your tax 
situation change. 



will usually turn to their latest mutual fund. 
But when you look at personal finances as 
a personal economy, there's no room for 
one-trick pony partners. 

Couldn't you use a Personal 
Economic Forecast? 



With more CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER" 

professionals than any company, our 
choice of solutions plus advice gives your 
economy the chance it needs to become a 
thriving economy. And our comprehensive 
product line is not simply a "nice to have!' 
but a personal economy tool kit. The one 
we bring to help manage your economy. 
Talk to an American Express financial 
advisor about a Personal Economic Forecast. 

For a complimentary initial consultation 
call us at 1-877-MY-ECONOMY or visit 
americanexpress.com/myeconomy 




Second-career economies 
are unique. We can show you 
how to turn your savings 
into retirement income. 
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Digital photography is simpler than ever— maybe even relaxing— thanks to 
the Kodak EasyShare system. Take a picture, place the camera in the 
dock, and just press a button to print or e-mail your favorite shots. It's the 
simplest way to share moments with friends and family. To learn more, visit 
^ http://www.kodak.com/go/advocate. Just press 

Share Moments. Share Life 




my perspective Stephen karam 



Generation quiet 



At age 23, 1 am getting my first taste of what it is like to be 
openly gay in the "real world" as opposed to the comfy 
confines of a liberal college. In addition to an escalating fear of 
baggy clothing and carbohydrates, I have become increasingly 
troubled by my "never closeted" generation's ability to lie about 
their sexuality — to be proudly out only so long as it's convenient 



A good friend of mine — who is 
only 32 — often lectures me about 
how he didn't even understand the 
term gay or know a single homosex- 
ual until he went away to college. 
And while I don't see our age gap as 
being significant, he is quick to point 
out, "You had Will & Grace; I had 
Kate & AMe." 

Indeed, I remember seeing the 
movie Jeffrey at age 16 and the musi- 
cal Kiss of the Spider Woman as part 
of a sophomore class trip. I grew up 
hearing about gay rights on the news 
and reading about "that gay congress- 
man" in the paper. The recent on- 
slaught of gay programs such as Boy 
Meets Boy and Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy is further confirmation 
that Generation Q, before ever com- 
ing out, has the unique experience of 
observing the way the media and so- 
ciety perceive the gay community. 

But what the media teaches us is 
the art of being "gay. . .and OK" — not 
gay and out. Take Rosie O'Donnell, 
for example. America always specu- 
lated she was gay and loved her 
nonetheless — until she talked explic- 
itiy about being gay. Lesson learned: 
Be gay; just don't really be gay. Our 
society hasn't begun to embrace 
some grand notion of universal toler- 
ance; it has begun to embrace the no- 
tion that it's no longer legitimate to 
bash gay people quite so openly. 

We grow up in a culture of mixed 
messages. As a closeted teen I re- 
member wondering why — if it was 
OK to be gay — the Boy Scouts were 



even alloived to exclude gay men. 
And what message did St. Joseph's 
University send to its gay and lesbian 
students by inviting Sen. Rick Santo- 
rum to deliver their 2003 commence- 
ment address? That you can be gay 
and successful in this country — as 
long as you're not really gay 
Be out but be quiet 




While working as a paralegal at a 
major law firm in New York City, an 
associate who'd been with the firm 
for two years told me that no one in 
his practice knew that he was gay. 
No one asks, he said, so he doesn't 
tell. He isn't concerned about losing 
his job; state law would prevent that. 
He is concerned about becoming the 
Rosie O'Donnell of his office, of 
being considered "too out" to be 
taken seriously, too gay to fit in. 

My friend was not really protect- 
ing himself. He was protecting the 
homophobic people around him, 



sparing them the need to accept a 
gay person as a coworker or friend. 

I know this because I've done it. 
As a member of a writing team creat- 
ing a play about the Columbine High 
School shootings, I was in Littleton, 
Colo., conducting an interview with 
one of the killers' friends. Toward the 
end of a rather lengthy interview, the 
young man turned to his roommate 
and yelled to him, "Quiet! Stop being 
such a fag." Turning to me, he added, 
"My roommate is a fucking faggot," 
laughed, then yelled again to his 
friend, "Hey, go fuck some guys!" 

I was floored. This young man was 
my age, had recently published his 
first book, and was lecturing across 
the country at major universities. But 
he had likely sensed that I was gay 
and dealt with his own homophobia 
by using the word "faggot" to put me 
in my place. And I rewarded him by 
remaining silent 

No more. I have realized that 
being openly and proudly gay means 
coming out repeatedly. Being out to 
friends and family but living by "don't 
ask, don't tell" in the rest of your life 
isn't good enough. We still have too 
far to go to be satisfied with a degree 
of media visibility and a few antidis- 
crimination laws. After all, we just 
now saw the nation's sodomy laws 
overturned, and our president still 
thinks that in the case of marriage, 
equal rights for all Americans applies 
to heterosexuals only. 

My fear is that the younger genera- 
tion is unaware of the responsibilities 
that come with our newfound liber- 
ties. Because our road to coming out 
has been smoother, many of us are 
much less disposed to face head-on 
any conflict that arises as a result of 
our sexuality. And that is dangerous. ■ 

Karam writes commentaries for the 
New York Blade. 



He dealt with his own homophobia by using the word "faggot" to put me 
in my place. I rewarded him by remaining silent. 
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2003 Wimbledon Mixed Doubles champion - at age 46 ■ 58 Grand Slam titles 
More overall tennis titles than any other woman - or man - in tennis history ■ ESPN Top 
50 Athletes of the Century ■ Sports Illustrated Top 20 Athletes of the Century 



Subaru of America salutes Martina Navratilova. 
Because her drive only grows stronger. 
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DRIVEN BY WHAT'S INSIDE 
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"I think that gay 
marriage is something 
that should be 
between a man 
and a woman." 



-California gubernatorial candidate Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
clarifying his position, on Sean Hannity's radio show, August 27 



"I think that if I happen to fall in 
love with a woman, everyone's 
going to make a big deal out of it." 



— Lucy Liu, discussing her romantic prospects, 
in the October issue o/Jane magazine 




"When Tony and I went 
to the movies, he would say, 
'Let's go in disguise.' 
We always wore 
baseball caps." 

— Onetime matinee idol Tab Hunter (left, in 1953), 
on dating fellow closeted movie star Anthony Perkins, 
as quoted //? The New York Times, September 8 



"To me, [Queer Eye for the Straight 
Guy is] not a reality show about 
gay people. A really good reality 
show for gay people would be 
five gay men dying of AIDS." 

—Montana Family Coalition executive director Julie Millam, 
announcing a campaign to discourage advertisers from supporting 
Queer Eye, as quoted by the Associated Press, September 10 
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AIDS/LifeCycle is a 7-day, 585 mile bike 
ride from San Francisco to Los Angeles. 
AIDS/LifeCycle is fully supported. We 
carry your gear, cook your meals, 
massage your tired muscles. Each day, 
along the route, we set up a mobile 
city and have thought of all your needs. 




/er 1 0,000 people have 
done it in the past. All ages. All physical 
abilities. From every state in the country. 
We will coach you through your training. 
We will coach you through your fund- 
raising. On June 12th you will be amazed 
that you did it, you will have made an 
incredible difference and will have had 
an adventure you will 
remember through 
your lifetime. 





REGISTER TODAY 

aidslifecycle.org 
1-866-245-3424 
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LEGISLATION 

Toward 
perfect 
unions 

California's 
new domestic- 
partnership law 
is second only 

to Vermont's Goldberg authored the sweeping domestic-partnership bill that Governor Davis (inset) supports. 




The passage of a sweeping 
domestic-partnership bill in 
California has activists 
across the country hailing its 
potential to build on the 
momentum started three years ago in 
Vermont "When California adopts 
something it has massive implications 
for the entire country," said William 
Lippert, a Vermont Democrat who 
was instrumental in writing his state's 
groundbreaking civil unions law. 

Indeed, the California domestic- 
partnership bill, which recall- 
challenged governor Gray Davis was 
promising to sign at press time, fol- 
lows the example of its eastern coun- 
terpart by providing gay and lesbian 
couples with most of the state-level 
rights and protections of marriage. It 
also mandates recognition of similar 
laws in other states, such as Vermont 
"I think it's of tremendous signifi- 
cance for our national gay and les- 
bian community that we have two 
jurisdictions offering mutual recogni- 
tion in law," Lippert said. 



But in many ways the two states' 
approaches are very different, as are 
the rights they afford to couples. In 
Vermont, civil unions arc recognized 
only after an official ceremony. In 
California, though, same-sex couples 
merely have to register with the sec- 
retary of state. That distinction was 
not by chance, according to openly 
lesbian California assemblywoman 
Jackie Goldberg. She and four other 
openly gay state legislators who 
helped craft the bill wanted to distin- 
guish it from traditional marriage as 
much as possible in order to gain 
support. 

"Why, just for the sake of having a 
ceremony, should we try to break 
new ground when people in Califor- 
nia already support us having domes- 
tic partnerships?" Goldberg asked. 
"Noticing in the bill prohibits anyone 
from having a ceremony; it's just not 
required in order to enter into a 
domestic partnership." 

The California law provides rights 
and responsibilities in areas as varied 



as child custody, legal claims, hous- 
ing protections, bereavement leave, 
and state government benefits. Un- 
like those in Vermont, however, Cali- 
fornia's gay couples cannot file joint 
tax returns. Eric Bauman, an openly 
gay adviser to Davis, said the joint- 
tax provision was stripped from the 
bill to protect domestic partners 
from federal scrutiny. "The advice we 
received was that this created a 
tremendous risk of getting people 
audited," he said. 

Vermont's civil unions law also dif- 
fers in that it was mandated by a state 
supreme court decision. The Califor- 
nia law was a purely legislative action. 

The domestic-partnership law will 
not take effect until January 2005 to 
give current registered partners time 
to consider the importance of so 
many new rights and responsibilities, 
Goldberg said. "We wanted to make 
sure that everybody had a chance to 
remove their name [from the registry] 
if they wanted to," she said. 

— Christopher Lisotta 



Janis Ian ties the knot | Page 18 ► 
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War objector 
goes to jail 

M arine reservist Lance Cpl. Stephen Funk was 
AW( )L for 47 days because he said he was a 
conscientious objector to the war in Iraq, 
and now he will spend 
six mont hs in jail. 
Funk, who is openly 
gay, was found guilty 
on September 6 of an 
unauthorized absence. 
He also will receive a 
bad-conduct discharge. 

The 21-year-old Punk, 
who said he joined the 
Marines to earn money 
for college, attracted 
more attention than the 
27 other marines who 
declared themselves 
conscientious objectors 
because he came out of 
the closet at the same 
time. At Funk's trial, 
Marine prosecutor Maj. 
Mike Sayegh questioned 
the sincerity of Funk's 
objector declaration and 
argued that the case was 
really about "a kid who 
t hought he could beat 
the system." 





Protesters at Harvey Milk High were outnumbered by supporters (below), 
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An education in contrast 

On the first day of classes at Harvey Milk High School — the 
controvereial New York City academy for gay and lesbian 
students — everyone got an education in protest and support. 
Students arriving on the morning of September 8 were greeted 
by dozens of protesters waving Bibles 
^P^" . ~9C ■ and holding signs with antigaysenti 
B C l\ r ■ merits such as death penalty for fags. 
■ V' ~"^r7 ^■C Across die street, about 250 supporters 
■CUJ^Mjl/jJ chanted and held signs with pro-gay 

3 f A ( Inside, officials were on hand to 
k j » g£ \\ eleome the kids. "For those who saj 

^VL " ~^7 W\lmf this school is unnecessary. I would 
L " .1 Jw ! refer you to some of the signs and 

\S mL^0t^K[ comments from over there," said New 
' ^ '"'k ( 'i'.v council speaker Clifford 

Miller, referring to the protesters. 
Celebrity supporters, including Yoko Ono, Cyndi Lauper, 
and Rufus Wainwright, announced September 5 that they 
will put out a tribute album they hope will raise $300,000 
for the school. Also, a hind-raising concert is scheduled for 
November 8. — Mubarak Daliir 



MARRIAGE 

Celebrity "I do" 

Singer-songwriter Janis Ian finally 
found the reason she needed in order 
to get married — Canada Before the 
northern country's ( >ntario province 
began offering marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples earlier this year, Ian 
said she had no desire to marry her part- 
ner of 14 years, Nashville attorney Patri- 
cia Snyder, if it afforded them no rights. 

But on August 27, in a modest cere- 
mony at Toronto City Hall, Ian got the 



legal recognition she wanted while be- 
coming the first lesbian celebrity from 
the United States to get married in Cana- 
da "If it had been available in our own 
country, we'd have done it here first," 
she told Tlie Advocate. 

Ian, who wrote her first hit at age 14, 
became famous for the Grammy-winning 
song "At Seventeen" in 107") and later 
became a regular contributor to Tfie 
Admratr. When asked about the grow- 
ing battle for gay marriage rights in the 
United Slates, she s;iid only that she 
hoped people would "have better things 
to do wiUi dieir time than worrying 
alxiut who someone else marries." 




Ian (right) married Snyder in Canada. 
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Celebrate 
National 
Coming Out 
House Party 
Day on 
Saturday, 
October 1 1 , 
2003. 




"Equality is 
America's promise 
and mine. Silence is 
not an option" 



From your house to the White House, let's take America back. Celebrate National Coming Out 
House Party Day on Saturday, October I I, 2003. Join thousands of gay, lesbian, bisexual and 
transgendered Americans who are coming out for Howard Dean to fight for our civil rights. 

To learn more about how you can participate go to 
www.deanforamerica.com/NCQDHouseparties 



Howard 



www.deanforamerica.com 
or call toll free 866-706-7750 



DEAN 

Jtr Amenta 



Paid for by Dean for America 
Contributions to Dean for America are not deductible for federal income tax purposes. 
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IRAQ 

Honoring one off 
Baghdad's victims 

Richard Hooper, a leading 
H Arab affairs specialist 
for the United Nations, was 
one of 23 people killed in 
the August 19 bombing of 
the U.N. headquarters in 
Baghdad. Now his alma 
mater has set up a scholar- 
ship in his memory. The 
openly gay U.N. veteran 
from New York City was in 
the Iraqi capital on a tem- 
porary assignment. 

The Rick Hooper Schol- 
arship Fund was estab- 
lished to honor Rick and 
his tremendous efforts to 
work through the difficult 
issues that continue to de- 
fine the Middle East," said 
University of California, 
Santa Cruz, spokesman Jim 
Burns. "It was suggested by 
Rick's friends and blessed 
by his family." Hooper re- 
ceived his bachelor's degree 
in political science from 
UCSC in 1985 before dedi- 
cating his life to resolving 
Arab-related disputes, par- 
ticularly the Israeli-Palestin- 
ian conflict — Dan Allen 



Across the Nation 



West Hollywood, Calif. 



The three men accused of beating openly 
gay actor Trev Broudy last year pleaded 
guilty in late August to charges of may- 
hem and conspiracy to commit robbery. 




Omaha, Neb. 



Residents from around the city and neigh- 
boring Council Bluffs, Iowa, gathered at a 
vigil on September 5 to honor transgen- 
dered resident Selena Alvarez-Hernandez, 
who was found stabbed to death July 31. 



Durham County, N.C. 



The county commission on September 2 
unanimously voted to extend health 
insurance benefits to the same-sex 
partners of county employees. 





Kansas City, Mo. 



The city council voted August 28 to set up a 
domestic-partnership registry and to allow 
city workers in committed gay or straight 
relationships to take partner-related sick 
leave and funeral leave. 



The World 




The United Nations is stepping out 
in support of gay rights. In late 
August the I '.N.'s human rights com- 
mittee ruled that Australia violated 
international civil rights law when it 
denied Edward Young a pension 
payout after the death of his partner 
of 38 years. World War n veteran 
Larry Cains. 

"Globally, it is Uie most signifi- 
cant statement that a I N. body has 
ever made about the equality rights 
of same-sex couples," Australian 
National University law professor 
Wayne Morgan told Tlic Age. To pro- 



tect its human rights reputation, the 
Australian government, which has 
SK) days to respond, is now under 
pressure to rewrite its tax, social 
security, and armed services laws to 
include same-sex partners, he said. 

While such ladings are nonbind- 
ing, the 101 other nations that have 
ratified the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights could 
face similar pressure to provide 
equal benefits. The United States 
has signed the covenant but not 
ratified it, so it is not bound by its 
requirements. 
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Announcing a new office innovation. Products designed 
to meet individual needs. At prices that make working smarter 
affordable to all. The Xerox WorkCentre line. 
There's a new way to look at it. 



Introducing three lines of digital products priced to 
meet the needs of any size office. The remarkably 
aflbrdahle Xerox CopyCentre'" copiers. The versatile 
Xerox WorkCentre 1 ' copier-printers. The powerful 
Xerox WorkCentre" Pro advanced multifunction 
systems. With the robust WorkCentre Pro, you don't just 
print, copy, fax, scan and e-mail from one place. You 
do it at network printing speeds faster than the leading 




competition. Our WorkCentre line of basic copier- 
printers starts at just $899* making digital reliability 
affordable for everyone. And if all you need is a digital 
copier, our CopyCentre line offers you Xerox quality 
for a surprisingly low cost. What's more, each new 
line also has color options. Because this New Age is all 
about helping you work better for less. Contact us today, 
and bring new value and innovation to your office. 



The Document Company 

Learn more: www.xerox.com/newage Or call: 1-800-ASK-XEROX ext. 2003 
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Behind the Headlines 



A movement 
grows in Newark 

The murder of lesbian teen Sakia Gunn spurred activist LaQuetta 
Nelson out of retirement to fight for New Jersey's gay youth 




Outraged by the stabbing 
death of 15- year-old 
lesbian Sakia Gunn in 
Newark, N.J., last May, 
longt ime gay rights activist 
LaQuetta Nelson decided to 
crea te a place where ga y 
and lesbian youth could 
find safety and get support. 
After learning that Gunn 
had been killed when she 
rebuffed the sexual ad- 
vances of two men, the 
48-year-old Nelson attend- 
ed a vigil held by Gunn's 
friends and then decided to 
come out of retirement 
from activism and begin a 
campaign to build a new 
community center in 
Newaik. Nelson, founder of 
the New Jersey Stonewall 
Democrats, had retired 
from activism just three 
months prior. 

Getting support for the 
center has moved daunt- 
ing, but Nelson is pushing 
fonvard, asking others to 
give time and money to 
what she sees as an impor- 
tant community need. She 



launched the Neivark Pride 
Alliance to organize the 
effort and the Sakia Gunn 
Memorial Fund to manage 
donations. 

The Advocate spoke with 
Nelson about her recent 
involvement with Newark's 
gay youtli and the difficul- 
ties she has faced in mak- 
ing the center a reality. 

— Jessica DuLong 

What happened when you 
found out Sakia Gunn 
was a lesbian? 

That little girl inside of me 
connected with Sakia And 
all the other lesbians I 
talked to felt the same 
thing. Because when we 
were 15 years old, guys hit 
on us all the time, and we 
just wouldn't say anything. 
We knew we would have 
been found dead some- 
where. She was brave. 
Sakia's like our hero. 

What was it about the 
vigil that drew you back 
into activism? 



Those kids. I have never 
seen so many kids just 
falling apart. I mean, their 
grief and their pain was. . .it 
was just so deep. These 
were mostly young African- 
American lesbians. And I'm 
wondering, Where are their 
parents? The kids don't 
have any place to go. 

Shortly after the murder, 
Newark mayor Sharpe 
James offered to help set 
up a community center. 
What has happened since 
then? 

Nothing. That was lip ser- 
vice, straight up. I wrote 
him a letter. He did answer 
the letter, and he basically 
said the same thing that 
he'd been saying all along, 
which was nothing. 

Ultimately, do you need 
the mayor's support? 

I don't think so, if the gay 
and lesbian community all 
over put their minds to it 
and are determined that we 
deserve to have a center in 



Newark What I would like 
to see is a GED program 
there, tutoring for the young 
gay and lesbian folks, help- 
ing them get into colleges, 
and helping the homeless 
kids to find gay and lesbian 
couples who will serve as 
foster parents so that they 
can have a safe family envi- 
ronment to live in. 

Why aren't gays and 
lesbians in Newark more 
involved? 

They're outraged. [But] a 
great majority of them are in 
the closet, and they are fear- 
ful of losing their jobs. We're 
talking about people in a lot 
of high positions. They're 
teachers, they're professors, 
they're big business people. 
But we're getting ready to 
rise up — and I'm talking 
about the African-American 
gays and lesbians. We're 
some angry people. 

What kind of support are 
you getting from outside 
Newark? 

Not as much as I know [we 
could] .... Let me tell you 
something: For the 10 years 
that I was active in LGBT 
politics in this state, I've al- 
ways talked about what's 
going on in Newark And it 
always fell on deaf ears. The 
same issues between the 
races that exist in the het- 
erosexual community exist 
in the LGBT community as 
well. We have racist gays 
and lesbians too. 

How is Sakia's mother, 
LaTona Gunn, doing? 

LaTona is doing well. She's 
going to go to school. She 
wants to become a sociolo- 
gist, because she wants to 
work in the community cen- 
ter when we open it She 
wants to help the young 
people. 
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Previews Begin October 24. 
Opens November 13. 
$ Plymouth Theatre, 236 W. 45th St. 



ROSie U UOnneil presents IflBUU Music and Lyrics by BOy beorge 
Book by Charles BlfSCh Adapted from the Original Book by Mark DavieS 

original Concept by Boy George and Christopher Renshaw 

Music Supervision and Vocal. Dance and Incidental Music Arrangements by John McDaniel 

choreography by Mark Dendy Directed by Christopher Renshaw 
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Health & Science 




OBESITY 

Waistline warning 

Although carrying a few extra 
pounds in the midsection might 
not seem such a big deal, that spare 
tire could mean a higher risk of heart 
disease for some lesbians. According 
to a study in Women 's Health Issues, 
lesbians have larger waist circumfer- 
ences and higher hip-to- waist ratios 
than straight women, both of which 
are predictors of cardiovascular risk. 



Because lesbians generally do not 
buy into heterosexual body image 
stereotypes, getting them to lose 
weight to reduce cardiac risks might 
be a tough sell, said lead researcher 
Stephanie Roberts. But, she said, 
"One of our findings is that lesbians 
tend to exercise more than their het- 
erosexual sisters, so the lesbian popu- 
lation might be amenable to an ap- 
proach to reduce abdominal obesity 
by increasing exercise rather than 
emphasizing dietary changes." 



PREVENTION 

Herpes protection 
for partners 

A widely used herpes treatment may do 
a lot more than just ease the painful 
itching and burning symptoms of the in- 
curable sexually transmitted disease — it 
also might help those with the disease to 
protect their partners from infection. The 
Food and Drug Administration in August 
approved Valtrex (valacyclovir) for use in 
helping to stop the spread of the virus to 
sexual partners. The FDA decision was 
prompted by a study showing that people 



with herpes who took the drug cut in half 
their risk of infecting others through sex- 
ual contact 

Valtrex also may help herpes sufferers 
reduce their own chances of becoming 
infected with HTV and human papillo- 
mavirus by preventing the open lesions 
through which viruses can easily enter 
the body. "But that doesn't reduce the 
need for condom use," warns Ken Haller, 
MD, president of the Gay and Lesbian 
Medical Association. "It's just one extra 
thing that can make life for people with 
genital herpes a little bit easier." 



VACCINES 

Easy as ABC 

Because of their increased 
risk of contracting sexually 
transmitted dis- 
eases, gay men 
have long been 
advised to get 
vaccinated for 
hepatitis A and B. 
Now finding a clinic to do so is 
easy through Hepclinics.com, 
an online listing of over 300 
clinics nationwide that offer 
free or low-cost vaccinations. 





HepClinics . 





Far Right 



Gay Disney video 
tours the South 

The Virginia-based Christian 
Action Network wants families 
who visit Walt Disney World in 
Florida to be aware of the depravi- 
ty that goes on in the Magic King- 
dom. That's why it has released 
Gay Days a t Disney Gone Wild! — 
a video that purports to document 
"despicable acts of homosexuality" 
that occurred during the past six 
incarnations of Gay Day at Walt 
Disney World, an independently 
organized annual event. 

Network president Martin 
Mawyer said he plans to screen the 
12-minute video for local church 
leaders and public officials during a 
24-city tour through 12 southeast- 




Transitions 



ern states in October. The tour is 
an effort to put pressure on Disney 
to denounce the event, he said. 

But Gay Day at Walt Disney 
World founder Doug Swallow said 
much of the video is either misrep- 
resentative or downright bogus. 
"The parts I've seen of the video just 
don't jibe with what they're claiming 
they are," he said. — Dan Allen 



DIED: Brace Pennington, 56, long- 
time activist and host of the gay- 
targeted Friends radio program from 
1973 to 1982, of complications from 
AIDS, August 26, in Washington, D.C. 
Pennington had been honored as 
Capital Pride Hero at the 2003 D.C. 
gay pride celebration. 
APPOINTED: Tony Perkins, 40, an 
antigay Louisiana state legislator, 
as president of the Family Research 
Council, August 14. 
APPOINTED: Mark Pope, an out 
professor at the University of Mis- 
souri, as president of the American 
Counseling Association, September 2. 
SEPARATED: Bill Owens, the gov- 
ernor of Colorado, who ran on an 
anti-gay marriage, "family-values" 
platform, from his wife, Frances, 
August 30, 
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Because I live 
for today, 



but think 
for tomorrow. 
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Agouron/Pfizer Global Pharmaceutical!. VIRACEPT and Agouron are registered trademarks 
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Generation Q 




We will survive 

by ry&n riduu*d tboreson 



■ survived 13 years of Catholic educa- 
I tion in Fargo, N.D., in a homophobic 

■ atmosphere that kept me closeted. 
After my close friend and debate partner 
defended gay students to her English 
class, she was harassed as a "dyke" for 
months. We'd spent the summer at a 
debate program at Northwestern 
University — where issues confronting 
GLBT youth made up a major portion of 
the year's mental health theme — and 
had forgotten the tragic reality. 

GLBT teenagers are still pigeonholed 
by stereotypes and misconceptions, like 
media reports that we're three times 
more likely to commit suicide than het- 
erosexual teens. This statistic, based on 
skewed studies of kids already in coun- 
seling, only perpetuates the myth that 
we're unbalanced, desperate for atten- 
tion, and just a little overdramatic. 

This year, as a freshman government 



student at Harvard, I've met incredible 
GLBT individuals excelling in all fields 
of study. This is the message that's 
rarely stated: We have the same dreams, 
skills, and talents as straight teens. 

Why are some GLBT teens suicidal? 
They're told by parents, the media, and 
counselors that they have to suppress 
their identities or give up their dreams. 
Gay teens are National Merit Scholars, 
star athletes, and class presidents. What 
we need are mentors who will encour- 
age us to ignore the myths and push 
ahead, reminding us that our generation 
of gay youth is impossible to fit into a 
neat little box. ■ 

The Advocate invites GLBTyoutJis to write 
about their lives in this space. To con- 
tribute, E-mail editor@advocate(xnn. For a 
longer version of Ryan Ridutrd Tfioneson's 
article, go to umnc.admxitc.ami/imttJujsp. 
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r BREAKING NEWS: 

™ Visit www.advocate.com | 

for the latest news, 
entertainment, and health 

L headlines, updated 
twice a day. 



From the Advocate Archives 







CALIFORNIA RECALL 

Candidates debate 

Progay California governor Gray Davis (see page 17] 
may be recalled and replaced on October 7. Find 
journalist Andrew Harmon's exclusive interviews 
with gubernatorial hopefuls Arianna Hufftngton and 
openly gay attorney Ronald Jason Palmieri (both 
pictured, left), only on Advocate.com. 

Q&A 

Coming-out archive 

When celebrities come out. they speak first to 
The Advocate. Find our historic conversations 
with Robert Gant. Chad Allen, Erin Hamilton, 
and others at Advocate.com. 



ADVOCATE TRAVEL 

Tango Argentina 

From the cold, eternal beauty of the 
Antarctic Circle to hot, ephemeral nights 
in Buenos Aires. Argentina offers gay and 
lesbian travelers a wealth of experiences. 
Find Michael Luongo's travel diary exclusively 
at www.aoVocate.com/travel . 



You can find links to related Web sites for most stories in this issue at 
www.advocate.com . When you see the mouse icon at the end of a story, 
you will also find additional exclusive features at w ww.adv o cate.com , 



April 29, 1997 

Out in the Mouse House 



As this issue shows, the cor- 
porate world has come a 
long way in its treatment and 
acceptance of openly gay em- 
ployees. Six years 
ago, on the 
eve of the big 
coming-out 
episode of the 
ABC sitcom 
Ellen, The Advo- 
cate explored the 
lengths and limits 
of openness to wan 1 
gay employees in 
the corporate culture 
of the Walt Disney Co., par- 
ent company to ABC. 

Things have changed dra- 
matically over time," said 
Kathy Bailey, a lesbian Dis- 
ney employee of 14 years. 
"Many of the best people in 
this business are gay, and the 




company has gradually creat- 
ed a work environment 
where gay employees feel 

valued and respected." 
I >isney had been 
late among the 
major entertain- 
ment companies 
to provide 
domestic- 
partner bene- 
fits. It did so 
bA only in 1995, 
when Disney 
acquired ABC, a 
company that had already 
extended such benefits to its 
employees. At the time, 
openly gay producer Neil 
Meron praised the company 
for providing "a more realis- 
tic reflection of America, 
one that includes gays and 
lesbians." — Don Romesburg 
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THE ADVOCATE REPORT 




10th grade 

outing 



BACK TO SCHOOL moans now 
teachors, now notebooks... a now 
honesty about your sexuality? 
That will ho the case when 1 Oth 
grader Marco Del Rossi (Adamo 
Ruggioro, left) conies out of the 
closet on Degrassi: Tlie Next 
Generation, the I ween-orientec! 
drained) set in the world of teen 
augst mid perfectly arched eye- 




brows on cable's The N. Even better, the high school 
sophomore has to break off his relationship with his 
beard to do it. 

The process of Marco's dealing with his sexuality 
will be handled in a "one stop forward, two stops back" 
manner, says executive producer Linda Schuyler, 
noting, "There are no simple through-lines for the kids." 

Out show writer Aaron Martin offered to take Rug- 
giero around the office and introduce him lo comfort- 
ably gay staff members, an offer Ruggioro declined. 
Bui the cast is "way more comfortable than their peers" 
with such issues, Martin realized, especially when he 
found them discussing gay rights with a positive slant at 
the read-through. 

As to the physicality of the situation, Schuyler says it 
will be "developing," while Martin promises, "If teenagers 
are doing it, we'll do it in the show." 

Meanwhile, The Buzz will quietly ponder the potential 
of Degrassi: British Boys' Prep School. 
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PAPARAZZI PHOTOS of 
Brad Pitt as Achilles in the 
ntly shooting epic Troy 
beginning to surface, and 
The Buzz has never seen the 
Fight Club Iioltie look so 
1 raff And while the movie 
may never say so, Pitt is 
playing one of history's great 
gays — Achilles' love for 
Patroc lus was so intense that 
even Plato wrote about it. 





Scissor Sisters cuts it with Blondie 



PERHAPS nothing signals that you've made a 
name for yourself in the dance music world more 
than lieing asked to remix a single for an already 
nuiltiplatiiuun band like Blondie. New York City 
phenomenon the Scissor Sisters got the call this 
summer from Sony/Epic to cut and paste "Good 
Boys," the first single off 77/c Curse of Blondie. 

"Wo wanted to do a pop version of the song in 
a different style — disco," says Jake Shears, who 



cofounded Scissor Sisters as an openly gay duo 
with Babydaddy; the group now has additional 
members Ana Matronic, Del Marquis, and Paddy 
Boom. "We reconstructed the song," Shears says, 
"adding a guitar hook that's not in the original." 
The song returns Blondie to their "Rapture" days, 
with Deborah Hairy (left) doing a raplike vocal. 
"You know, she's the only one who can get away 
widi that," Shears says, "though Madonna tiies." 
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Confused conservatives 



The GOP can't seem to make up its mind 
about the proposed constitutional amendment 
to ban gay marriage, and that, in the end, 
might be what kills the idea By Chris Bull 



George Allen is no friend of 
same-sex couples or gay rights. 
As Virginia governor in UftKi, he 
backed regulations denying 
state-financed mortgages to 
people not part of a legally defined 



"family," including gay couples (rescind- 
ed only this July by successors). And in 
20(H) he sailed to election as a U.S. sena- 
tor in part, by baiting incumbent Chuck 
Robb, a stalwart gay rights advocate, for 
voting "like he's from Vermont," a tlunly 



veiled reference to that state's civil 
unions law. During his stint in Congress 
so far, Allen has refused to support a sin- 
gle binding gay rights measure. 

Yet Allen, chairman of the powerful 
National Republican Senatorial Commit- 
tee, has been reluctant to sign on to the 
proposed "federal marriage amend- 
ment," which would add a ban on same- 
sex marriage to the U.S. Constitution. 
Citing the language of the 1996 federal 
Defense of Marriage Act, which says 
that marriage is defined as being be- 
tween a man and woman only, he told 
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Virginia's Richmond Times-Dispatch 
that "we will consider a number of op- 
tions to preserve the traditional institu- 
tion of marriage." The Defense of Mar- 
riage Act itself allows states to reject 
marriage licenses granted to same-sex 
couples in other states. 

Were Allen to decline to support the 
constitutional amendment altogether, it 
would be a critical blow to the measure's 
supporters, who already face 
daunting odds. Polls show that 
a majority of Americans oppose 
same-sex marriage, but backers 
of the amendment must win 
two thirds of the vote in each 
house of Congress — 67 votes in 
the Senate and 290 in the House 
of Representatives — as well as 
majority support in three quar- 
ters of the state legislatures. 

Allen's cautious approach is 
just one of several potential 
weaknesses, both ideological 
and political, that gay activists 
will try to exploit in their efforts 
to derail the antigay amend- 
ment, which would make equal 
marriage rights out of reach for 
at least another generation 

Given the depth of opposi- 
tion to same-sex marriage, pro- 
gay "opponents [of the amend- 
ment] can't just take a single 
approach," says Karlyn Bow- 
man, a fellow at the American 
Enterprise Institute for Public 
Policy Research, a Washington, 
D.C., think tank that in May 
published a report on Ameri- 
can attitudes toward same-sex 
relationships. "They are going 
to have to play on every single 
argument in the conservative 
movement in order to derail 
this amendment. You can't just 
target one group; you have to 
try to make a dent in all of them. This 
will help run out the clock, historically 
the best way to defeat amendments." 

That's exactly what Charles Francis, 
chairman of the gay-straight political al- 
liance Republican Unity Coalition, hopes 
will happen. There are all kinds of fault 
lines out there," Francis says about the 
disagreement among conservatives. 
"There are those who are against gay 
marriage but also against the amend- 
ment. There are those who are opposed 
to marriage but in favor of civil unions 



and against the amendment. We will 
make the case to anyone wholl listen." 

Perhaps the most potent argument 
against the amendment is the long-term 
political ramifications of a nationwide 
antigay campaign that the amendment 
battle is likely to become. "Passing this 
amendment would be a disaster of epic 
proportions for the GOP," Francis says. 
"It would do for the support of gays in 




"We're upset that [the 
amendment] doesn't 
solve the problem of the 
erosion of marriage." 

— Glenn T. Stanton, Focus on the Family 



the party what the support for [Califor- 
nia's 1994 anti-illegal immigrant ballot 
measure] did for Latinos in the party. It 
would be the end. It would be perma- 
nently associated with discrimination. 
Amending the Constitution should not 
simply be about the latest flip-flop on a 
social issues." 

Cracks in the right wing's support for 
the amendment are already starting to 
show. Perhaps the most prominent is 
the states' rights case advanced by Bob 
Barr, the former Georgia congressman 



and author of the federal Defense of 
Marriage Act. In an interview in the Sep- 
tember 16 issue of Hie Advocate, Barr 
said, "I hold the Constitution in highest 
regard and I don't like to see it trifled 
with.... Even though I'm not an advo- 
cate for same-sex marriage, I want the 
states to decide the issue." 

Those sentiments don't sit well with 
Barr's former allies within the religious 
right. But they are hardly the 
only conservative arguments 
with which the far right must 
grapple. Others take exception 
to amending the Constitution at 
all. Writing in the September 2 
Washington Times, conserva- 
ti%'e lawyer Bruce Fein argued, 
"The amendment would ener- 
vate self-government, confound 
the cultural sacralization of tra- 
ditional marriage and child- 
rearing, and clutter the Consti- 
tution with a nonessential." 

Even religious conserva- 
tives, the most fervent oppo- 
nents of same-sex marriage, ap- 
pear to lack unanimity. 
Concerned Women for Ameri- 
ca, a leading religious conserv- 
ative group, released a state- 
ment opposing the amendment 
because it does not go far 
enough. "It would not prevent 
state legislatures from recog- 
nizing and benefiting civil 
unions and other such relation- 
ships, which would result in le- 
galized counterfeit marriage," 
the group complained. 

Such objections across the 
ideological spectrum have left 
the amendment's supporters 
grasping for a compromise. 
Glenn T. Stanton, senior analyst 
for marriage and sexuality at 
Focus on the Family, a religious 
right group that endorses the amend- 
ment, insists that the visceral reaction to 
the very notion of same-sex marriage 
will eventually unite the opposition. "We 
think we have to take a pragmatic ap- 
proach," he says. "Those among us who 
don't support [the federal marriage 
amendment] are upset that it doesn't do 
everything, that it doesn't solve the prob- 
lem of the erosion of marriage in one fell 
swoop. We see it as simply a check on ju- 
dicial activism and keeping judges from 
redefining marriage." ► 
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Running out the 
clock is "historically 
the best way to defeat 

amendments." 

— Karlyn Bowman 



Stanton is counting on a spike in 
what he sees as a growing backlash to 
federal and state court decisions siding 
with same-sex couples. Indeed, the 
Massachusetts supreme judicial court is 
expected to OK same-sex marriage in 
the state sometime this year. "What 
amazes me is how much the poll num- 
bers jumped in our direction" after 
Lawrence v. 
Texas, the 
U.S. Supreme 
Court decision 
striking down 
sodomy laws, 
Stanton says. 
"Imagine the 
kind of lift our 
side will get 
when the Mas- 
sachusetts 
court does 
what every- 
one knows 
liberal Massa- 
chusetts 
courts do. 

"We are going to see a huge ground- 
swell. No amount of division supporters 
of gay marriage manage to create will 
stop this thing." ■ 
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SPONSORED BY SUBARU • 

Do you believe the 
U.S. Constitution 
will be amended to 
ban gay marriage? 

Sign on to The Mvoate's Web site 
before October 14 to cast your vote 
and leave your comments. Results will 
appear in the November tl issue. 

www.advocate.com 
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We're coming out! 

There has never been a dull coming-out. 
Every one is a revolution in a person's rela- 
tionship with the world, a struggle with op- 
posing forces of society, family, and religion. 
Every one merits attention. These 26 people are 
not famous musicians, movie stars, politicians, or 




millionaires. But whether from Encino, Calif., or 
Plattsburgh, N.Y., they are making a difference in 
their own lives and the lives of everyone around 
them. They each have a story to tell. 

For full-length versions of these stories, go to 
advocate.conVhtxnl/stories/900/900_corriingout.asp 



Jennifer Barrios 

AGE: 19 HOME: Lake Mary, Fla. OCCUPATION: Fast food 
restaurant worker ON COMING OUT: Yes, I'm gay. Call me 
what you want. I don't 



care anymore. To all 
those who stare at me 
and wonder, Is she gay? 
Yep, you're right I can' t 
look this way without 
being gay, right? Any- 
way, I don't mean to 
sound bitter. That's just 
how Lake Mary has 
made me. My mom still 
doesn't believe I'm gay. 
Maybe she will now. My whole family will believe it now. 



r 



Matthew Briddell 

AGE: 22 HOME: Bloomington, Ind. OCCUPATION: Student 
ON COMING OUT: I first came out two years ago but looking 
back I do not think I have truly "come out" of the closet but only 

expanded its walls by a slim 
margin. Being with some- 
body I cared about for the 
first time and then losing him 
because of my own fear has 
taught me that 1 can no 
longer allow my fear of being 
gay and being discovered 
control me. Today I take the 
first step in truly coming out, 
and with every step, I will tell 
myself. I must not be afraid! 




Michael Beachem 

AGE: 27 HOME: Old Bridge, N.J. OCCUPATION: 
College adnuiustrator ON COMING OUT: My com- 
ing-out process has been 
a gradual one. 1 came out 
first to my mom a num- 
ber of years ago on the 
Fourth of July and most 
recently to my sister, fa- 
ther, and extended fami- 
ly. My immediate family 
were quite supportive, 
and amazingly, I have 
heard positive com- 
ments from my extended 
family — some of whom I 
didn't expect would be 
supportive al all. 





Cindy Burnett 

AGE: 48 HOME: Encino, 
Calif. OCCUPATION: Sales 
representative ON COM- 
ING OUT: I want to come 
out as a straight ally to all 
GLBT people. To me this 
means letting people know 
that I support all gay rights 
and will do my part in edu- 
cating people on equality for 
all, even if it means I will be 
harassed and looked down upon by the narrow- 
minded. I work with a friend who feels he cannot 
come out at work or even to his parents. If I take 
the first step and show support, maybe it will help 
him to feel safer and accepted at work 
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Abby Cole 

AGE: 27 HOME: Seattle OCCUPATION: Credit union 
supervisor ON COMING OUT: There comes a time 
when you stop being afraid of who yon are and realize 
that yon can be who you have always wanted to be. I 
thought I knew what love is, but then one day some- 
thing magical happened. I sat on a very unassuming 
bench and met someone who completely turned my 
life upside down, or right side up, depending on how 
you look at things. She is the reason that I am coming 
out now. I am proud to stand up, walk tall, kiss my 
girlfriend in front of the whole world, and shout out 
loud, "I'm a lesbian." 



Roy Fisher 

AGE: 38 HOME: Gulfport, 
Miss. OCCUPATION: Hotel 
guest service manager 
ON COMING OUT: Growing 
up in southern Mississippi 
it was always hard to be 
myself. 1 came from a good 
Christian home. For many 
years I would hide who I 
was. I got married at the 
age of 20, and my wife 
passed about a year ago. I 
have a 13-year-old daughter 
with Down's syndrome and a wonderful partner. I c ame 
out to my wife about four years ago, and despite coming 
out to her we were able to work things out, and I have 
been able to come out to my family and friends. I am now 
at a point in my life that I am happy with who 1 am and not 
afraid to tell people that I am a gay man. 




Roy (left), with his boyfriend, 
Robert Pickett 




Ellen Cooper 

AGE: 35 HOME: Austin OCCUPATION: Legislative 
specialist ON COMING OUT: So often I find that people 
make the assumption that I am hetero- 
sexual because I do not fit a "stereo- 
type," nor does [my partner], Tracie 
(near left). I have allowed most people 
mp>" IH^M ^ to go with their assumptions about me 
because of my fears of repercussions, 
4 both for my job security and for my 
fcBBfc^^^? own desire for approval. I cannot stand 
"2^ for my primary identity to others to be 
-*J J* "Ellen lilt" lesbian." But I also know that 
>s *? ' '\r#? * without the willingness to be Ellen the 
lesbian, people will continue to see all 
of us, or anyone who is considered out- 
side of a norm, witli a label. 



Brian W. Fairbanks 

AGE: 39 HOME: Cleveland OCCUPATION: Free- 
lance writer ON COMING OUT: I am gay! I can say it 
now without hesitation. I am gay, just as I am a red- 
head, a film buff, a writer, a lover of seafood and 
chocolate, and a size 10K- in the shoe department. I 
am what I am, and what I am requires neither a cure 
nor an apology. Only in coming out can I or any gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, or transgen- 
dered person hope to claim the 
right to openly love whom we 
wish and claim the self-respect 
that everyone needs to live a 
happy, productive life. 



Genevieve Gates 

AGE: 30 HOME: Los Angeles OCCUPATION: Recep- 
tionist ON COMING OUT: I am out to some people, al- 
though not a lot of family. But I wish I could just have 
DYKE tattooed on my forehead so that people would 

stop assuming I'm 
straight. I am what you 
would call a feinme les- 
bian. And because of 
that, I get mistaken for 
being a hetero a lot. 
And while that can 
make my life easier in 
some ways, I feel guilty 
sometimes that it does. 
So this National Com- 
ing Out Day, I want it in 
wilting. I am here! I am 
queer! I am a fenune 
dyke! And I won't 
make any apologies! 




Daniel Grossberg 

AGE: 25 HOME: Grinnell, Iowa OCCUPATION: Stu- 
dent ON COMING OUT: I have decided to come out 
labout being transgendered for two reasons. First, I am 
[frustrated with how terribly misunderstood we are, 
I often confused with either homosexuals or transves- 
Itites. 1 have no interest in men, nor do I derive sexual 
[pleasure from dressing in drag. Second. I am tired of liv- 
jing my life as a lie. If I could suddenly become a 
I woman, I would do so in a heartbeat. 
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Danny Holton 

AGE: 21 HOME: Sacramento OCCUPATION: Sys- 
tems analyst ON COMING OUT: I am a gay man. I am 
tired of hiding whom I love and what happens in my 
life. I have a very loving and caring partner w ho has 
helped me with the courage to show the world I am 
not ashamed of who 1 am and whom I love! To live a 
lie is the hardest thing I've ever done. I want to thank 
you for allowing me to tell a little about my story. 



Colleen Johnston 

AGE: 24 HOME: Watertown, Mass. OCCUPATION: Law student 
ON COMING OUT: I grew up in Hicksville, N.Y. (it's on Long Island). 

Growing up I knew of very few LGBT 
folks, most of whom were not out or 
accepted in the community. I went 
away to college in Boston and found 
an environment where people were 
accepting and open about who they 
were. At 21 1 came out to myself and a 
select group of friends. I came out to 
my parents at 23. As I approach my 
25th birthday, I feel like it is the right 
time to finish the process. I really don't 
know what the response of our family 
and friends will be, but I feel like whatever it is, we can deal with it. 




Jeff Lang 

AGE: 21 HOME: Ellinwood, Kan. OCCUPATION: Student ON COMING 
I recently returned from a year studying abroad in the United Kingdom. 
While I was there I was entirely out. Before then, I'd only come out to my 
mom. I met the most wonderful guy and had a brilliant time, yet when 1 came 
back to the Stales ;md the closet. I felt incomplete. Having to lude my true 
self from people really hurt. I began to feel that no one would ever really get 
to know me. Since then. I've realized that the best thing I can do for myself is 
to come out. 



Jeffrey C. Liew 

AGE: 30 HOME: Phoenix OCCUPATION: 
Graduate student ON COMING OUT: I feel 
that coining out is an important step it) 
breaking free from the very unwarranted 
fears and stigmas that kept me silent for so 
long. I feel fortunate to live in a time when 
so many revolutionary changes are happen- 
ing in our community. I want to contribute, 
in my own small way, to changing societal 
stereotypes and st igmas against homosexu- 
als. I hope that future generations' coming- 
out will not be such a big ileal. 
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Typicafly, 
success is what happens. 
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Joseph Lopez 

AGE: 23 HOME: Door County, Wis. 
OCCUPATION: Visual artist ON COM- 
ING OUT: Most people w ho know me ac- 
cept me and like me for me, but I am 
not completely honest with even my 
friends. I am out to a few people. It's 
difficult in such a small community. 
Many people living here who are gay 
are afraid to say so. I would like to set 
an example to prove that I am the same 
person I was before I wrote this, just a 
little more honest. I would like to 
thank The Advocate for giving me this opportunity. No more 
skeletons in my closet after today. 



Stephanie Mallory 

AGE: 18 HOME: Mechanicsville, Va. OCCUPA- 
TION: Call center representative ON COMING 
OUT: I have decided that now is the time for me 
to come out. Not only am I ready for this psy- 
chologically, but I think that our country needs 
to see and hear from more proud gay and lesbian 
citizens. I have lived in this little town my whole 
life, surrounded by bigotry and hatred and fear 
of anything different from the "norm." When I 

was 15 I finally 
faced the fact 
that I am gay, 
and started a 
relationship 
with a wonder- 
ful girl that I 
have been with 
ever since. Oc- 
tober marks 
our three-year 
anniversary. It 
also marks a time in my life when I am finally 
able to proudly stand up and declare who I am. 




Amy MacLeod 

AGE: 23 HOME: Pittsburgh, N.Y. OCCUPATION: Stu- 
dent and waitress ON COMING OUT: I came out to my- 
self and most of my family and Mends when I was 17, 
and even though most people who know me (or my 
bumper stickers) know that I'm not straight, I find my- 
self coming out almost every day because of the 
stereotypes peo- 
ple have and their 
perception of my 
physical presenta- 
tion. So this is 
why I am coming 
out to you, The 
Advocate. I think 
representation of 
the true spectrum 
of LGBTQ-identi- 
fied people is com- 
pletely necessary 
to address, chal- 
lenge, and ulti- 
mately dismantle 
the stereotypes 
and assumptions 
that exist about 
(and within!) the 
queer community. 



Darren Orluck 

AGE: 24 HOME: Evergreen Park. 111. OCCUPATION: 
College student ON COMING OUT: Today is a new 
day for me because I am coming out to 
my family and small circle of friends. I 
am letting the world know w ho I am. 
Everyone should know I am a gay 24- 
year-old who deserves to be happy and 
have a great life. I have goals like hetero- 
sexual people, and I also have dreams. 
Yes, I am coming out, and it feels great. 




Gregory W. Paradis 

AGE: 15 HOME: North Grafton, Mass. OCCUPATION: 
Student ON COMING OUT: Having been totally and com- 
pletely out to all my friends, classmates, relatives, and ac- 
quaintances for almost six months now, I thought it logical 
and interesting to take the next step and come out nation- 
wide. I am writing 
my story in an in- 
ternationally pub- 
lished magazine, 
my intent being to 
solidify my Pride . V 
of who I am and 
confirm to the 
world that, yes, I 
am a homosexual. 
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medication for a few weeks. A small number of patients have reported severe depression, 
strange thoughts, or angry behavior. There have been a few reports of suicide but SUSTIVA 
has not been established as the cause. One of the most common side effects is rash which 
is usually mild and goes away in a few weeks. SUSTIVA should not be taken with 
Hismanal" (astemizole), Propulsid" (cisapride), Versed* (midazolam), Halcion* (triazolam), 
or ergot derivatives. Tell your doctor about any medications or herbal products (particularly 
St. John's wort) that you are taking. Women should not become pregnant or breast-feed 
while taking SUSTIVA. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking antiretroviral therapy. 
The cause and long-term effects are not known at this time. 

SUSTTVA does not cure HIV or prevent passing HIV to others. 

It is recommended that SUSTIVA be taken on an empty stomach, preferably at bedtime. The 
increased efavirenz concentrations observed following administration of SUSTIVA with food 
may lead to an increase in frequency of adverse events. Dosing at bedtime may improve the 
tolerability of nervous system symptoms. 



Visit www.sustiva.com 



SUSTIVA and the SUNBURST LOGO are registered trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. 
© 2003. Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 U.S.A. 

Please see references and important information about SUSTIVA on the next page. 



ONE Tablet 

Once Daily 

SUSTIVA 

(efavirenz) 



Ask your doctor if Once Daily SUSTIVA is right for you. 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

SUSTIVA (sus-TEE-vah) 
[efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)] 
capsules and tablets 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT 
be taken with SUSTIVA. 

Please also read the section "MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT 
TAKE WITH SUSTIVA." 

Read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA 
(efavirenz). Read it again each time you refill your prescription, in 
case there is any new information. This leaflet provides a summary 
about SUSTIVA and does not include everything there is to know 
about your medicine. This information is not meant to take the place 
of talking with your doctor. 

What it SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA is a medicine used in combination with other medi- 
cines to help treat infection with Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome). SUSTIVA is a type of anti-HIV drug called a "non-nucleoside 
reverse transcriptase inhibitor" (NNRTI). 

SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood (viral 
load). SUSTIVA must be taken with other anti-HIV medicines. 
When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA has been shown 
to reduce viral load and increase the number of CD4 cells, a type 
of immune cell in blood. SUSTIVA may not have these effects 
in every patient. 

SUSTIVA does not cure HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA 
may still develop other infections and complications. Therefore, 
it is very important that you stay under the care of your doctor. 

SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing HIV 
to others. Therefore, continue to practice safe sex, and do not use 
or share dirty needles. 

What are the possible side ettects of SUSTIVA? 
Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patients 
experience severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry 
behavior while taking SUSTIVA. Some patients have thoughts of 
suicide and a few have actually committed suicide. These prob- 
lems tend to occur more often in patients who have had mental 
illness. Contact your doctor right away if you think you are 
having these psychiatric symptoms, so your doctor can decide 
if you should continue to take SUSTIVA. 

Common side effects. Many patients have dizziness, trouble 
sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 
dreams during treatment with SUSTIVA. These side effects may 
be reduced if you take SUSTIVA at bedtime on an empty stomach. 
They also tend to go away after you have taken the medicine for 
a few weeks. If you have these common side effects, such as 
dizziness, it does not mean that you will also have serious psychiatric 
problems, such as severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry 
behavior. Tell your doctor right away if any of these side effects 
continue or if they bother you. It is possible that these symp- 
toms may be more severe if SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or 
mood altering (street) drugs. 

If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, or are drowsy, avoid 
activities that may be dangerous, such as driving or operating 
machinery. 

Rash is common. Rashes usually go away without any change 
in treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be serious. 
If you develop a rash, call your doctor right away. Rash may be 
a serious problem In some children. Tell your child's doctor 
right away if you notice rash or any other side effects while your 
child is taking SUSTIVA. 

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. 

Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat develop in some 
patients taking anti-HIV medicine. These changes may include an 
increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck ("buffalo 
hump"), in the breasts, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from the 
legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these fat changes are not known. 

Tell your doctor or healthcare provider if you notice any side 
effects while taking SUSTIVA. 

Contact your doctor before stopping SUSTIVA because of 
side effects or for any other reason. 

This is not a complete list of side effects possible with 
SUSTIVA. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a more complete list 
of side effects of SUSTIVA and all the medicines you will take. 

How should I take SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 
General Information 

• You should take SUSTIVA on an empty stomach, preferably at 
bedtime. 



• Swallow SUSTIVA (efavirenz) with water. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with food increases the amount of medi- 
cine in your body, which may increase the frequency of side 
effects. 

• Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime may make some side effects less 
bothersome. 

• SUSTIVA must be taken in combination with other anti-HIV 
medicines. If you take only SUSTIVA, the medicine may stop 
working. 

• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA If you forget to take SUSTIVA, 
take the missed dose right away, unless it is almost time 
for your next dose. Do not double the next dose. Carry on with 
your regular dosing schedule. If you need help in planning the 
best times to take your medicine, ask your doctor or pharmacist. 

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. Never 
change the dose on your own. Do not stop this medicine 
unless your doctor tells you to stop. 

• If you believe you took more than the prescribed amount of 
SUSTIVA, contact your local Poison Control Center or emer- 
gency room right away. 

• Tell your doctor if you start any new medicine or change how 
you take old ones. Your doses may need adjustment. 

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more from 
your doctor or pharmacy. This is very important because the 
amount of virus in your blood may increase if the medicine is 
stopped for even a short time. The virus may develop resistance 
to SUSTIVA and become harder to treat. 

• Your doctor may want to do blood tests to check for certain side 
effects while you take SUSTIVA. 

Capsules 

• The dose of SUSTIVA capsules for adults is 600 mg (three 
200 mg capsules, taken together) once a day by mouth. The 
dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can children 
take SUSTIVA?). 

Tablets 

• The dose of SUSTIVA tablets for adults is 600 mg (one tablet) 
once a day by mouth. 

Can children take SUSTIVA? 

Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. 
Rash may be a serious problem in some children. Tell your child's 
doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects 
while your child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for 
children may be lower than the dose for adults. Capsules containing 
lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child's doctor will deter- 
mine the right dose based on your child's weight. 

Who should not take SUSTIVA? 
Do not take SUSTIVA if you are allergic to the active ingredient, 
efavirenz, or to any of the inactive ingredients. Your doctor and 
pharmacist have a list of the inactive ingredients. 

Whit should I avoid while taking SUSTIVA? 

• Women taking SUSTIVA should not become pregnant. 

Serious birth defects have been seen in animals treated with 
SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in 
humans Tell your doctor right away II you are pregnant. 
Also talk with your doctor if you want to become pregnant. 

• Women should not rely only on hormone-based birth 
control, such as pills, injections, or implants, because 
SUSTIVA may make these contraceptives ineffective. Women 
must use a reliable form of barrier contraception, such as 
a condom or diaphragm, even if they also use other methods 
of birth control. 

• Do not breast-feed if you are taking SUSTIVA. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention recommend that mothers 
with HIV not breast-feed because they can pass the HIV 
through their milk to the baby. Also, SUSTIVA may pass 
through breast milk and cause serious harm to the baby. Talk 
with your doctor if you are breast-feeding. You may need to stop 
breast-feeding or use a different medicine. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with alcohol or other medicines causing 
similar side effects as SUSTIVA, such as drowsiness, may 
increase those side effects. 

• Do not take any other medicines without checking with your 
doctor. These medicines include prescription and nonpre- 
scription medicines and herbal products, especially St. John's 
wort. 

Before using SUSTIVA, tell your doctor If you 

• have problems with your liver or have hepatitis. Your doctor 
may want to do tests to check your liver while you take 
SUSTIVA. 

• have ever had mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol. 

• have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures 

[for example, Dilantin* (phenytoin), Tegretol® (carbamazepine), 
or phenobarbital). Your doctor may want to check drug levels 
in your blood from time to time. 

What important information should I know about taking other 
medicines with SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 
SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines, including 
ones for HIV, and cause serious side effects. Your doctor may 



change your other medicines or change their doses. Other med- 
icines, including herbal products, may affect SUSTIVA (efavirenz). 
For this reason, it is very important to: 

• let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take 
SUSTIVA. 

• tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you 
take. This includes those you buy over-the-counter and herbal 
or natural remedies. 

Bring all your prescription and nonprescription medicines as 
well as any herbal remedies that you are taking when you see a 
doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take, and how 
often you take them. This will give your doctor a complete picture 
of the medicines you use. Then he or she can decide the best 
approach for your situation. 

Taking SUSTIVA with St. John's wort (hypericum perforatum), 
an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement, or products con- 
taining St. John's wort is not recommended. Talk with your 
doctor if you are taking or are planning to take St. John's wort. Taking 
St. John's wort may decrease SUSTIVA levels and lead to increased 
viral load and possible resistance to SUSTIVA or cross-resistance 
to other anti-HIV drugs. 

MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH SUSTIVA 

The following medicines may cause serious and life-threatening 
side effects when taken with SUSTIVA. You should not take any 
of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA: 

• Hismanal 8 (astemizole) 

• Propulsid® (cisapride) 

• Versed" (midazolam) 

• Halcion® (triazolam) 

• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®) 
The following medicines may need to be replaced with another 

medicine when taken with SUSTIVA (efavirenz): 

• Fortovase®, Invirase® (saquinavir) 

• Biaxin* (clarithromycin) 

The following medicines may need to have their dose changed 
when taken with SUSTIVA: 

• Crixivan* (indinavir) 

• Mycobutin® (rifabutin) 

• Methadone 

These are not all the medicines that may cause problems if 
you take SUSTIVA. Be sure to tell your doctor about all medicines 
that you take. 

General advice about SUSTIVA: 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are 
not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Do not use 
SUSTIVA for a condition lor which it was not prescribed. Do not 
give SUSTIVA to other people, even II they have the same 
symptoms you have. It may harm them. 

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle given 
to you by your pharmacist. The temperature can range from 59" 
to 86°F. 

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information about 
SUSTIVA. If you would like more information, talk with your 
doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for the full 
prescribing information about SUSTIVA. or you can visit the 
SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.coni or call 1-800-426-7644. 

* SUSTIVA® is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Pfiarma Company. 
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Charles Rocco 

AGE: 27 HOME: Peekskill, N.Y. OCCUPATION: 
Customer service ON COMING OUT: I want to 
come out now because I am tired of pretending 
to be someone I am not. I used to say I want 
people to know me for being an artist. I didn't 
want to be known as 
"that gay guy." But I 
realize now that be- 
ing known as that 
gay guy isn't a bad 
thing. I know there is 
so much more for me 
to discover in life, 
but I finally feel 
ready to look into the 
future. 



Lincoln J. Rose 

AGE: 28 HOME: Seattle OCCUPATION: Cour- 
tesy clerk ON COMING OUT: Hi there! I'm a fe- 
male-to-male transsexual. I live with my wife, 
Azura Newman I'm coming out right now for my- 
self and my family. I want to live with pride, 
strength, and dignity, and no one can do that if 
they hide their light under a bushel basket. Be- 
sides, when will I get the chance to say, "Hi, 
Mom!" in the pages of a national magazine again? 



Linda Ross 

AGE: 54 HOME: Shippenville, Pa. OCCUPATION: 
Equipment operator ON COMING OUT: I live in 
a small community in western 
Pennsylvania Clarion County, 
in my opinion, is a very tight- 
knit and caring community but 
also very homophobic. I try to 
educate [my coworkers] every 
single chance I get. Education 
is the answer to homophobia, 
and I am trying to educate 
through my poetry and talking 
with people that I come in 
contact with. 





Laura Ann Stegmuller 

AGE: 34 HOME: Mount Laurel, N.J. OCCUPATION: English 
teacher ON COMING OUT: Unlike many other professionals, 

teachers have the unique situation 
of having to come out to over a 
hundred new students every year. 
I have been an English teacher for 
10 years. However, I have only 
been an out lesbian teacher since 
April 11, 2002. If it weren't for the 
brutal murder of Matthew Shep- 
ard and a visit from Melissa 
Etheridge (far left) to my middle 
school, I may have remained clos- 
eted my ent ire career. 



Brittany Sullivan 

AGE: 18 HOME: East Northport, N.Y. OCCUPATION: Manager, 
McDonald's ON COMING OUT: I chose this time to come out as a 
bisexual because I'm just tired of people who are closest to me 
tlunking I'm something I'm not. I'm scared as hell, but I know this 
is something I have to do, and I want my friends to know me for 
me and not who I pretend to be. Coming out in the past has been 
very difficult because of the antigay jokes and slurs I've heard at 
school and from my coworkers. But I refuse to feel like a disap- 
pointment just because of who I love. I'm not ashamed. 



Deborah K. Wadman 

AGE: 51 HOME: Wichita, Kan. OCCUPATION: Teacher ON 
COMING OUT: As a public school teacher, I feel I must be 
cautious about my public behavior. But 
I am very proud of my partner, Paula 
(near left), her role in my life, and the 
love that we share. In the past few 
months since she came to live with me, 
I have felt more and more that I do not 
wish to hide her or our relationship. 
And moreover, there is no reason I should have to. 



Sheri Marie Werick 

AGE: 32 HOME: Huntington Beach, Calif. OCCUPATION: 
Volunteer coordinator ON COMING OUT: I am finally coming 
out to my friends and family. Most peo- 
ple don't realize how exhausting it is to 
try to live a lie. I have spent the past foul- 
year's preparing for this moment, and I 
am now strong enough to handle it. I am 
very appreciative of Ellen DeGeneres, 
Rosie O'Donnell, Melissa Elheridge, and 
the many otiiers who have come out 
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She's gonna j 

National Golden Gloves champion 
Thaddine Johnson is out of the closet 
and ready to take on the world 
By Dan Hendrick 



f t took years of training for Thad- 
, dine Johnson to reach the pinna- 
H cle of amateur boxing in the Unit- 
I ed States. Now, as she reaches for 
I greater heights as a pro, she ex- 
pects to spend the rest of her career 
winning the industry's respect as a 
woman and an out lesbian fighter. 

In August, 27-year-old Johnson 
climbed through the ropes at the 
National Golden Gloves Champi- 
onship in Chicago, hoping to follow 
in the footsteps of boxing greats 
like Joe Louis and Muhammad Ali, 
who launched their professional ca- 
reers there. 

Under the watchful eyes of pro- 
moters and fans, she moved nimbly 
around semifinal competitor Steph- 
anie Thomas and scouted for an 
opening. She then unleashed a bar- 
rage of punches, delivering a deci- 
sive straight right and lightning-quick 
uppercut to Thomas's head. 

Forty-five seconds after the open- 
ing bell rang, the referee declared 
Johnson the winner. With no one to 
challenge her in the tournament's fi- 
nals, Johnson continued her unde- 
feated (10-0) career record and be- 
came the top amateur nationally in 
the 95-pound category. 

"It felt good, but the part that was 
the best was thinking about all those 
knuckleheads who told me to quit," 
she recalls. "You said I was nothing, 
that I suck; now look. The best re- 
venge is success." 

It has been a long road to the top 
for Johnson, not least because of the 
unrelenting training schedule. Six 
mornings a week Johnson takes the 
subway from her home in New York 



City's Queens bor- 
ough to Gleason's, 
the legendary Brook- 
lyn gym that lias pro- 
duced world cham- 
pions and Olym- 
pic gold medalists. 
There, in a large 
room heavy with 
the smell of sweat, 
Johnson alternates 
for several hours 
between punching 
bags, a torso man- 
nequin, and the spar- 
ring ring. "She's a 
tough boxer," says 
her former trainer, 
Lennox Blackmoore, 
in between rounds. 
"She's a natural. All 
she needs now is to 
get more fights." 

But the near-con- 
stant sexual digs 
from male boxers 
don't make things 
very easy for John- 
son. She says sever- 
al men have insist- 
ed she was "too 
cute" for the sport, 
while one former ^^^^^^^S 
trainer invited her 
to his home because he said he 
liked to watch lesbian sex. "The 
fight starts when you walk in that 
door," she says, gesturing with her 
blue boxing gloves. 

Johnson does her best to ignore 
the harassment and says she avoids 
socializing at the gym. She's unsure 
if other boxers in the gym know that 




she's a lesbian. Still, she does have a 
tattoo of intertwined female sex 
signs on her ankle that she says 
other boxers may notice. 

The youngest of four children, 
Johnson grew up in the same work- 
ing-class Queens home that she cur- 
rently lives in with her parents. She 
first realized she was gay when she 
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was a teenager 
and says she has 
had a few rela- 
tionships; the 
longest, lasting 
three years, end- 
ed about a year 
ago. But she has 
not had a chance 
to get into the dat- 
ing scene since 
then — mostly be- 
cause when she's 
not boxing she's 
either working as 
a personal train- 
er or caring for 
her ailing par- 
ents. "It's not 
easy, because my 
dad had a stroke 
and my mom is 
in a wheelchair," 
she says. 

Johnson is 
hardly the first 
woman to battle 
sexism and ho- 
mophobia in the 
ring. For cen- 
turies boxing 
was considered 
the exclusive 
domain of men; 
female fights 
were staged as 
early as the 
1720s in London, 
but the first 
boxing license 
issued to a 
woman in the 
United States 
dates only to 
«^ 1975. USA Box- 

^ ing, the national 

1 governing body 

>^ for amateurs, 

^^■L didn't sanction 

'^^^^^^^^^^^^H female bouts 

until 1993, and 
that was only because of a lawsuit. 

Much of boxing's overt sexism has 
dissipated since then, and the sport's 
popularity in the past decade has 
grown. Still, relatively few female 
matches make it to HBO or ESPN, and 
the purse for the top women is just a 
fraction of what their male counter- 
parts get. "Women's boxing compared 



to men's is in its infancy," says Sue 
"Tiger Lilly" Fox, who boxed profes- 
sionally in the 1970s and now runs the 
Women Boxing Archive Network. "We 
still don't get the same amount of com- 
petitions." 

Being an out lesbian fighter can be 
that much more of a challenge when 
compounded by these inequalities. 
Some promoters have been lukewarm 
to lesbian boxers who display their af- 
fections ringside or don't fit the pretty 
"foxy boxing" mold, while some adver- 
tisers have also reportedly shied away 
from extending lucrative endorsement 
deals. "She picked boxing, and boxing 
is not an easy sport," says Gina Guidi, a 
former middleweight world champion 
and one of the few visible out lesbian 
boxers. "If she's lesbian, she's going to 
have an even harder time — unless she 
does the Barbie routine." 

But Johnson, who has an equip- 
ment deal with Everlast, doesn't see 
her sexual orientation getting in the 
way of her career. "Maybe some of the 
bigger promoters out there want Play- 
boy models to warm up the crowd, 
with their big implants and big asses," 
she says. "But can they box? It all 
comes down to the skills." 

Observers say the paucity of out 
lesbian boxers may have less to do 
with homophobia than that sexual 
orientation isn't a big deal among 
women fighters. "We do have fighters 
who are lesbian, and we have fighters 
who are straight," says Fox, whose 
Web site carries information on more 
than 1,300 pro and amateur female 
boxers across the country. "They 
bring their girlfriends to the fights, 
and I don't think anyone cares." 

Johnson agrees. "Most girls are too 
competitive and not really interested 
in getting to know me," she says. 

Still, she's very sure that other peo- 
ple will want to know her. And her 
success in the ring could be very 
much tied to the image she projects as 
a boxer, as a woman, and as a lesbian. 

"Look at [tennis's] Williams sisters," 
she says. "Serena looks more butch 
than anyone else, but look what she's 
done. Nobody's telling them anything 
about their appearance. It's the same 
way with me. Take it or leave it." ■ 

Hendrick is assistant managing 
editor a t The Queens Chronicle. 



Democratic Platform 

"We support the full inclusion of 
gay and lesbian families in the life of 
the nation. This would include an 
equitable alignment of benefits." 

"[Hate crimes] should be punished 
with extra force. Protections should 
include hate violence based on gen- 
der, disability or sexual orientation." 

"[A] 11 patriotic Americans should be 
allowed to serve their country." 



Republican Platform 

"We do not believe sexual preference 
should be given special legal protec- 
tion or standing in law." 

"Federal judges and bureaucrats 
should not force states to recognize 
other living arrangements such as 
gay and lesbian families." 

"We affirm that homosexuality is 
incompatible with military service." 
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The Advocate 
adds 10 firms to 
its list of the 
top gay-friendly 
employers in 
the country 

By Jeremy Quittner 



Where, 
to work 



For many people, this year has been a tough one in 
which to even find a job. Despite the record high unem- 
ployment levels, though, gay people have continued 
to make significant strides in corporate America- 
by gaining both written protections against dis- 
crimination based on sexual orientation and gender iden 
tity and better access to domestic-partner benefits. 

Considering these gains, Tlic Advocate has 
again compiled a list of 10 of the best places for ^^J^ 
gay people to work. The list considers information 



companies submitted to the magazine and uses re- 
search published in the Human Rights Campaign 
2003 Corporate Equality Index, which ranks 362 
companies of varying sizes on a scale of 0-100. 

To calculate its scores, HRC assigns points 
based on seven criteria, such as whether the com- 
pany has a written nondiscrimination policy for sexual 
orientation, if it offers same-sex domestic-partner bene- 
fits, if it conducts GLBT-sensitive advertising campaigns, 
and if it avoids support of antigay groups. 




This year HRC gave 21 of the largest companies in the 
United States perfect scores of 100, nearly twice as many 
companies as in 2002. One of the biggest areas of progress 
this year was in protection against discrimination 
^ based on gender identity and expression. In 2002 
only 15 of the Fortune 500 companies surveyed by 
HRC included gender identity or expression in 
their written noncliscrimination policies. This year 
22 companies — 9% of the 250 Fortune 500 compa- 
nies in the index — do. 

Four of the companies with perfect scores exam- 
ined by The Advocate this year are financial services 
firms. These companies "in particular are interested in 
building a GLBT customer base," explains HRC's Kim 
Mills, "and in order to do that, you have to have your 
own house in order." 

The following is not meant to be a list of the 10 best 
places to work in the United States, but rather 10 places 
that have enlightened workplace practices and protections 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered employees. 



Bank One, Chicago 

2002 revenues: $16.8 billion Employees: 73,000 
U.S. Fortune 500 ranking: 79 HRC score: 100 

The sixth-largest bank in the United States is good at more 
than just providing checking and savings accounts — it is 
one of the few Fortune 500 companies to include gender 
identity as well as sexual orientation in its written nondis- 
crimination policy. The company offers the same benefits 
to same-sex domestic partners as it does married partners, 
including bereavement leave, relocation benefits, and an 
adoption benefit that reimburses couples up to $3,500 per 
adopted child. Partners of gay employees are also eligible 
for pensions in the event of the employee's death. Bank 
One has an officially sanctioned gay employee group called 
Eagle One, and the company supports AIDS walks and 
pride parades in its major business centers, including 
Chicago; Indianapolis; Phoenix; Columbus, Ohio; and 
Wilmington, Del. Additionally, it sponsors Equality Illinois, 
the Y-Me National Breast Cancer Organization, and the Out 
& Equal conference. Bank One also actively markets its de- 
posit and investment products to gay customers. 



BailSCh & Lomb, Rochester, N.Y. 
2002 revenues: $1.8 billion Employees: 1 1,500 
U.S. Fortune 1,000 ranking: 721 HRC score: 100 

The eye care company was an early supporter of the 
proposed Employment Non-Discrimination Act in Con- 
gress. It also includes both sexual orientation and gen- 
der identity in its written antidiscrimination protections 
and provides benefits to same-sex domestic partners. 
Those benefits include free contact lenses and member- 
ship in the company's fitness center as well as bereave- 
ment leave and coverage of relocation expenses for 
partners. The company's official gay employee group, 
GLOB&L, was founded in 1995. Bausch & Lomb has ag- 
gressive, ongoing, and mandatory diversity training for 
all employees, which covers sexual identity and gender 
expression. Beneficiaries of corporate giving include 
AIDS Rochester, the Gay Alliance of the Genesee Valley, 
Image Out (Rochester's lesbian and gay film festival), 
and the Rochester and Tampa, Fla., pride parades. In 
2002 the company also sponsored the Rochester Gay Al- 
liance's youth group. 
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"100 Best Companies to Work For" 

— Fortune? 2002, 2003 

"One of the Most Admired Pharmaceutical 
Companies in America" 

— Fortune? 2002, 2003 

"Top 100 Companies for Working Mothers" 

— Working Mother, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002 

"100 Best Places for Latinos to Work" 

— Hispanic Magazine, 2000, 2001, 2002 

"One of the Top-Rated Companies in Corporate Equality" 

— Human Rights Campaign, 2002 

At Pfizer, it's our passion for what we do that makes us the 
world's leading pharmaceutical company. It's also why we believe in 
recruiting and working with exceptional people with diverse backgrounds 
and experiences. We know the only way to attract the best people is to 
offer them a fulfilling working experience with boundless opportunities. 
Whether it's in Marketing, Finance, Information Technology, Research & 
Development, or Legal, if you're committed to excellence, your 

skills will be recognized at Pfizer. 

Visit us at www.pfizer.com to submit your resume or send it to 
us at Pfizer Inc., 235 E. 42nd St., 235/13, New York, NY 10017. 

Pfizer is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 








Life is our life's work? 




©20O3 Pfizer Inc. All rights reserved 
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Borders Group, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

2002 revenues: $3.4 billion Employees: 32,000 
U.S. Fortune 500 ranking: 446 HRC score: 86 

Not only a giant in the book, music, and video retail busi- 
ness, Borders also has progressive policies for all of its 
employees, including its GLBT segment. It formally bans 
discrimination based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity, and it has offered domestic-partner benefits to 
same-sex couples and their dependent children since 
1996. Borders also reimburses $3,000 for the adoption of 
one child and $4,000 total for sibling group adoptions. 
The company does not have an official gay employee 
group, opting instead for a companywide diversity task 
force that encompasses all minorities. It has diversity 
training for all employees, which includes the topic of 
sexual orientation. The company has supported many 
local events and causes, such as gay pride parades in San 
Francisco and Chicago and AIDS Walk San Francisco, 
and is a paying member of the Chicago Area Gay and 
Lesbian Chamber of Commerce. It officially celebrated 
Gay Pride Month this past June by offering a "diversity 
book club" for employees, featuring free copies of books 
with gay and lesbian subject matter. 



Cingular Wireless. Atlanta 

2002 revenues: $14.7 billion Employees: 35,000 

U.S. Fortune 1,000 ranking: Does not apply HRC score: 86 

The nation's second-largest wireless telecommunications 
company was founded in 2000 from merged domestic 
wireless units of BellSouth and SBC, and it is already mak- 
ing strides in its protections and benefits for gay and les- 
bian employees. Its nonoUscrimination policy currently in- 
cludes sexual orientation, though not yet gender identity. 
Since 2001 it has had domestic-partner benefits for both 
same-sex and opposite-sex couples, such as medical, vi- 
sion, dental, and dependent life insurance; employee 
scholarships; bereavement leave; and financial assistance 
for adoptions in the amount of up to $5,000 per child, 
among other benefits. The company has recently formed a 
gay employee group to accompany those for other minori- 
ties. Corporate giving includes sponsorship of the Human 
Rights Campaign, Georgia Equality, AIDS Walk Atlanta, 
and the American Cancer Society's Relay for Life, plus 
support of various pride events and parades across the 
country, including those in Seattle and Boca Raton, Fla 
Its Knoxville, Tenn., office has donated to the local Susan 
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation fund-raiser. 



Capital One Financial, McLean, Va. 

2002 revenues: $9.6 billion Employees: 18,000 
U.S. Fortune 500 ranking: 191 HRC score: 100 

One of the largest issuers of credit cards, Capital One 
also boasts an openly lesbian top executive — executive 
vice president of operations Marge Connelly. The compa- 
ny's workplace protections and benefits for gay employ- 
ees are comprehensive and rich, including a written 
noncliscrimination policy that includes sexual orientation 
and gender identity as well as domestic-partner benefits 
for all unmarried couples. An early supporter of ENDA, 
Capital One currently offers adoption planning services 
for all employees, and it will also offer an adoption bene- 
fit of up to $5,000 per child in January. The company offi- 
cially recognized June as LGBT pride month by holding a 
diversity discussion for all employees via teleconference 
with Elizabeth Birch of the Human Rights Campaign. Its 
diversity training covers gay issues, and Capital One re- 
cently held a special transgender education session to 
support an employee who transitioned. The company's 
corporate giving and sponsorship aids such groups as the 
Family Pride Coalition, the Richmond Organization for 
Sexual Minority Youth in Virginia, HRC, and the Susan G. 
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 



Deutsche Bank 

European HQ: Frankfurt, Germany U.S. HQ: New York City 

2002 revenues: $30 billion Employees: 77,000 

U.S. Fortune 1,000 ranking: Does not apply HRC score: 100 

This German bank's involvement in the United States 
is significant as it is one of the largest financial ser- 
vices providers globally, with about 13 million cus- 
tomers in 76 countries. The bank has had domestic- 
partner benefits for same-sex couples since 1998, and 
its nondiscrimination policy includes both sexual ori- 
entation and gender identity and expression. All em- 
ployees can receive up to $5,000 per adopted child and 
12 weeks of paid family leave for the primary caregiv- 
er. Its U.S. gay employee group is called the Rainbow 
Group Americas, officially recognized by the company 
and publicized through a corporate Intranet site. 
Deutsche Bank supports gay and AIDS groups almost 
too numerous to mention, including the Hetrick-Martin 
Institute, New York Community Trust-New York City 
AIDS Fund, and God's Love We Deliver. In a matching 
grant program for employees who raise funds for char- 
ities, Deutsche Bank has also supported the San Fran- 
cisco AIDS Foundation, among others. Managerial di- 
versity training includes issues dealing with sexual 
orientation. The company also does gay-focused adver- 
tising and says it will start actively recruiting openly 
gay and lesbian employees this fall. 
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Hyatt Hotels, chkago 

2002 revenues: $3.2 billion Employees: 40,000 

U.S. Fortune 1,000 ranking: Does not apply HRC score: 86 

One of the biggest hotel operators in the United States, 
Hyatt has had domestic-partner benefits for same- and 
opposite-sex partners since 1997 as well as a written pol- 
icy of nondiscrimination based on sexual orientation. 
The company says it plans to include gender identity in 
that policy soon. All benefits offered to straight couples 
are offered to same-sex couples, including bereavement 
leave, relocation expenses, and the right to designate a 
partner as a pension plan beneficiary. Partners also can 
receive Hyatt's reduced employee rates for hotel stays. 
The company has no official gay employee group, but it 
does have a diversity council aimed at all minority needs. 
The company sponsors the Human Rights Campaign and 
the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. 




Lehman Brothers, New York Gty 

2002 revenues: $16.8 billion Employees: 12,000 worldwide 
U.S. Fortune 500 ranking: 109 HRC score: 100 

This investment bank is a major global player in the fi- 
nancial markets and has recently become more accept- 
ing of its gay employees. Lehman Brothers' nondiscrimi- 
nation policy includes sexual orientation and gender 
identity, and it has domestic-partner benefits for both 
same- and opposite-sex partners. Other benefits include 
allowing employees to designate a same-sex partner as a 
pension plan beneficiary. The investment bank has an of- 
ficially sanctioned gay employee group called the 
Lehman Brothers Gay and Lesbian Network, and it ag- 
gressively recruits openly gay and lesbian employees 
from leading business schools. Recipients of corporate 
philanthropy include New York City's Callen-Lorde Com- 
munity Health Center and the Hetrick-Martin Institute. 



1 



Metropolitan Life Insurance, New York City 

2002 revenues: $34 billion Employees: 47,000 
U.S. Fortune 500 ranking: 38 HRC score: 100 

MetLife, the life insurance and financial services giant, 
has had domestic-partner benefits for both same- and 
opposite-sex partners since 2002, and this year it added 
gender identity to its nondiscrimination policy. Sexual 
orientation has been included in that policy for more 
than three years. MetLife officially sanctions its gay em- 
ployee organization, called the MetLife Gay and Lesbian 
Employee Group. The company has sponsored the New 
York City Gay Life Expo, the International Gay and Les- 
bian Business and Entertainment Festival, the Out & 
Equal conference, and pride events in New Jersey and 
Colorado. The company also does gay-specific advertis- 
ing in the gay and mass media as well as in its product 
brochures. MetLife says it also works with gay vendors 
who supply business services to the company. 



Morrison and Foerster, San Francisco 

2002 revenues: More than $500 million Employees: 2,200 
U.S. Fortune 1,000 ranking: Does not apply HRC score: 100 

Primarily known for its intellectual property and corpo- 
rate finance expertise, this law firm has also worked on 
prominent cases such as Lmvrence v. Texas, for which 
it filed an amicus brief with the U.S. Supreme Court this 
spring. Its highest executive — the company uses the 
term "chair" rather than chairman — is Keith Wetmore, 
an openly gay man. The law firm has full domestic-part- 
ner benefits for same- and opposite-sex couples and a 
written nondiscrimination policy that includes sexual 
orientation as well as gender identity. 

Morrison and Foerster has aggressive diversity training 
efforts, and the firm invites GLBT employees to meet 
confidentially with facilitators to address issues. In addi- 
tion to medical, vision, dental, life insurance, and long- 
term care, the firm also allows anyone, including domes- 
tic partners, to be a beneficiary in the company 
retirement plan, and provides paid family leave for adop- 
tions to employees. It has a gay employees group com- 
monly known as Mofo Homos. 

The firm's list of funding beneficiaries is too extensive 
to enumerate completely, but it has included the Ameri- 
can Civil Liberties Union's Lesbian and Gay Rights Pro- 
ject, AIDS Housing Alliance of Sacramento, the Califor- 
nia AIDS Ride, the Bay Area's Pride Law Fund, the 
National Center for Lesbian Rights, and the Lambda 
Legal Defense and Education Fund. It also does pro 
bono work involving gay concerns. 



THE ADVOCATE I 46 I OCTOBER 14, 2003 



Co 



OTHER TOP COMPANIES 

Ii\ the past four years, The Admcate 
has chosen 55 firms as the best for 
gay and lesbian employees. The com- 
panies are all still gay-friendly firms, 
with one exception: Mobil. After 
Exxon and Mobil merged, the new 
management revoked Mobil's domes- 
tic-partner policy to conform with 
'< Exxon's lack of such benefits. Here 
are the firms from the past four years 
that are still good places to work: 



AOL Time Warner 

AT&T 

Aetna 

American Airlines 
American Express 
Apple 
Avaya 

Ben and Jerry's 
Charles Schwab 
Chubb Corp. 

Donna Karan International 
Eastman Kodak Co. 
Fannie Mae 
Ford Motor Co. 
FleetBoston Financial 
General Motors 
Gillette 

Hewlett-Packard 
IBM 

Intel 

J. P. Morgan Chase 
Levi Strauss & Co. 
Lillian Vernon 

Limited Brands (The Limited) 
Lucent Technologies 
Mitchell Gold 
Merrill Lynch 
Motorola 

NCR 

Nike 
Oracle 

Pacific Gas and Electric Corp. 

Pfizer 

Polaroid 

Prudential 

Quark Inc. 

Reebok 

Replacements Ltd. 
S.d. Johnson 
Sara Lee 
Scholastic 
Shell Oil 
Starbucks 
Subaru of America 
Sun Microsystems 

Texas Instruments 
United Airlines 
Verizon 

Wainwright Bank and Trust 

The Walt Disney Co. 

Wells Fargo 

Working Assets 

Woridspan 

Xerox 
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Information is 

the best medicine. 



At Aetna, we believe getting better 
information can help you make the 
most intelligent health care decisions. 
So we provide a host of resources to 
help you. Like our Aetna InteliHealuY " 
online health information site offered 
in association with Harvard Medical 
School. You'll find a wealth of 
knowledge about diseases, conditions 
and treatments, as well as preventive 
measures, chat forums, healthy 
lifestyle tips, and much more. Our 
DocFind" online physician directory 
helps you find doctors in our 
networks. And soon, we'll provide 
you with survey data to help you 
assess the quality of both doctors 
and hospitals. The right information 
to make intelligent choices — that's 
a prescription for quality health 
care coverage, from Aetna. 



TAetna 

Turning Promise into Practice* 

Health • Denial • Disability • life • Long Term Care 
www.aftna.com 
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Unlike many cards, the 
American Express Rewards 
Card isn't about limits. It's 
about remarkable flexibility, 
unprecedented rewards and 
exclusive services. 

GONDOLA RIDE ANYONE? 

You can redeem points for 
travel with a multitude of 
airlines, hotels, cruises and 
vacation packages. 

YOU'RE SEEING DOUBLE. 

With this Card, points can turn 
into rewards faster than ever. 
You can earn double points on 
the things you buy the most 
like groceries, gas and more. 
Every day. 

MORE THAN REWARDS. 

Your Card also comes with 
exclusive services like emergency 
roadside assistance so you 
don't have to worry about being 
stranded on the side of the road 
in the middle of the night. Plus 
there's online fraud protection 
so you have peace of mind every 
time you use your Card over the 
Internet. There's also Return 
Protection, a Year End Summary 
and much more. There's never 
been a better time to be a 
Cardmember. 

To find out more, log on to 
americanexpress.com/green or 
call 1-800-THE-CARD. 

MAKE LIFE REWARDING." 
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Stop the press 



With a landslide of progay news, 
Dallas's daily newspaper is asking, 
"How much is too much?" By Chris Bull 



The Dallas Morning Neivs is 
the very model of an evolving 
gay-friendly newspaper. It 
covers gay issues with bal- 
ance and sensitivity, and it 
has scores of openly gay employees to 
whom its parent company provides 
domestic-partner benefits. This year it 
became one of only a handful of dailies 
in the South to accept announcements 
of same-sex commitment ceremonies. 

That's why it came as a shock to 
many media observers when the paper's 
publisher, Jim Moroney, ordered all 
500,000 copies of the August 2 religion 
section destroyed, a highly unusual 
practice. Moroney was reacting to the 
prominent placement of a feature article 
headlined "Episcopalians Latest to 
Tackle Gay Rights." 

"I see it as a case of a publisher who 
interferes in editorial decision-making,'' 
says Kris Martin, public relations man- 
ager for the Cathedral of Hope, a gay- 
friendly church in Dallas. "Mr. Moroney 
took a knee-jerk reaction to a small but 
extremely conservative group of peo- 
ple who thought they could influence 
coverage at the News. It certainly does 
not fit with the publisher's history, 
which is to treat the paper not as a ve- 
hicle for liberalism but for inclusion." 

First reported in the weekly Dallas 
Observer, the Morning News episode 
underscores the antigay pressure with 
which many media outlets must still 
grapple. Moroney's decision to down- 
play the story of the election of the Epis- 
copal Church's first openly gay bishop 
came as the paper was reeling from a 
campaign protesting its decision to ac- 
cept same-sex union announcements, 
resulting, the Observer said, in 800 sub- 
scription cancellations. 

The Morning Neivs had already been 
struggling to keep up with one of the 




largest onslaughts of 
gay news in close to a 
decade. In a two-month 
period highlighted by 
the Supreme Court's 
opinion striking down 
the Texas sodomy law, 
the paper devoted hun- 
dreds of column inches 
to gay issues, including an editorial sup- 
porting Wal-Mart's ban on sexual orien- 
tation-based discrimination 

In an interview with The Advocate, 
Moroney attributed his decision to poor 
communication between the publisher's 
office and top editors. He said he had 
asked editors to be extra careful with 
their gay-related coverage following the 
decision to run commitment announce- 
ments. "I worried it could look like an 
agenda, look like we were jumping on a 
bandwagon," he says. "Readers would 
have heightened sensitivity to the issue. 
All I was saying was that we shouldn't 
underplay and overplay the issue and 
let's communicate about it." 

But two weeks later, when the Epis- 
copal story was slated to run on the 
front of the religion section, Moroney hit 
the roof. "The bishop story had already 
been printed before it reached me, and it 
was five columns with full-color graph- 
ics blazing across the front of the sec- 
tion," he says. "There had been no com- 
munication about this, and my top 
editors were on vacation It was a great 
story that needed to run, but it seemed 
to be out of line with covering the issue 
proportionally, and I made the decision 
to redesign the page." Moroney esti- 
mates that reprinting the section cost the 
company $25,000. 

The Morning News is not alone in 
searching for a balance between the de- 
mands of gay residents and religious 
conservatives, says Geneva Overholser, 



a professor at the University of Missouri 
School of Journalism. "Gays in America, 
and indeed around the world are mak- 
ing enormous strides," says Overholser, 
who has also been editor of The Des 
Moines Register and chair of the 
Pulitzer Prize board. "Whenever a 
human rights movement makes 
progress, and I do see it as progress, you 
see very real pain on the other side. 
Change is hard, and editors and publish- 
ers do need to be sensitive." 

Moroney says he couldn't agree 
more. "After the policy change, I spoke 
to a lot of people who objected," he 
says. "Virtually all of them said we were 
providing legitimacy to a form of rela- 
tionship that is neither legally nor bibli- 
cally sanctioned.... I tried to explain 
that we have a very large readership 
that is made up of many overlapping 
communities. One of them is the gay 
community in Dallas, and that we had a 
responsibility to cover it too." 

About a week and a half after his de- 
cision to reprint the religion section, 
Moroney gathered his staff to apolo- 
gize. "There was concern on the staff 
that my decision would have a chilling 
effect on what we could or could not 
cover," he says. "There was a sense 
that we could no longer cover the gay 
community as vigorously. That was the 
worst thing that could happen, and I 
told them I'd made a mistake. If I had 
to do it all over again, I would have let 
the story stand." ■ 
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WE ARE PROUD TO BE AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER. 
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orm a similar task - turning good ideas into great 
e're always searching for talented professionals who 
i develop new solutions, and drive them to revolutionary 
eamwork and collaboration. We're one great company. 
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A sitcom featuring a gay couple with a daughter— shocking, _ 
or just good business sense? Both, say producers By Mike Goodridj 




phed by Jerry Avenaim for The Advocat 



I 



Cover story 



After a summer of 
pundits jamming 
the airwaves with 
debates on the 
pros and cons of 
gay marriage, 
ABC is launching 
It's All Relative- 
Si new sitcom that might just turn into 
one of the season's more effective 
arguments in favor. 

Here's the pitch: It's All Relative cen- 
ters on a long-committed gay couple 
whose highly intelligent daughter is de- 
termined to marry a working-class bar- 
tender whose dad doesn't take kindly to 
gays. These future in-laws will try to get 
along for the sake of the kids. How? 
That's the comedy. 

Stereotyping aside — and the show's 
creators argue that a degree of stereo- 
typing is essential in getting laughs — the 
comedy could be more subtly subver- 
sive than ABC at first intended. 

"Just presenting a gay couple matter- 
of-factly might be the most revolution- 
ary thing we are doing," explains Chuck 
Ranberg, the cowriter, cocreator, and 
co-executive producer who previously 
spent five seasons working on Frasier. 
"They are middle-class, they go to work, 
they're not out dating, they are not al- 
ways hot for each other, they have to 
cook, go to work, pay the bills." 

"Having two gay parents in a commit- 
ted relationship who love each other 
and have raised a child speaks vol- 
umes," agrees Neil Meron, who execu- 
tive-produces It's All Relative with Craig 
Zadan, his partner in Storyline Entertain- 
ment "You see them in bed together in 
the first episode, and they kiss each 
other on the way to work in the second 
one. It's just like life." 

To be sure, Simon (Christopher Sie- 
ber) and Philip (John Benjamin Hickey) 
behave in ways that will make some gay 
men cringe. In episode 4, titled "Take Me 
Out," the affluent gay Bostonians are 
given free use of a luxury box at a 
Boston Red Sox game and invite their 
daughter's fiance, Bobby, and his homo- 
phobic father, Mace, to join them. You 
can guess the rest. While the avid Red 
Sox fans Bobby (Reid Scott) and Mace 
(Lenny Clarke) sit watching the game, 
uneasy with the comfort of such privi- 
lege, the pastel-clad Simon and Philip 
are distracted by Trading Spaces on the 
in-suite TV, admire the crisscross design 
of the mowed grass on the field, nibble 



on sushi, and offer meat-eating Mace a 
soy "not dog." 

Such is the broad humor of class con- 
flict at the heart of the show, which 
trades on stereotyping a working-class 
Boston family as much as it does Simon 
and Philip. What makes this sitcom dif- 
ferent is the character of Liz (Maggie 
Lawson), Simon and Philip's 23-year-old 
daughter, a Harvard student whose win- 
ning personality makes it obvious that 
Simon and Philip are outstanding par- 
ents. Also — P.S., Jerry Falwell — Liz is 
heterosexual to the core. 

Everybody working on the show is 
emphatic that It's All Relative (previ- 
ous titles brainstormed included Don 1 
Ask! and The Out-Laws) is not an 



"issue" show with an agenda of toler- 
ance to preach. Perhaps the demise of 
Ellen and the enduring popularity of 
Will & Grace have taught those 
lessons. "The humor comes from the 
conflict between blue-collar and 
snooty people. They are different 
classes," says Zadan. "The writing 
doesn't have to be about the gay cou- 
ple. As our episodes have been writ- 
ten and the shows taped, you start to 
realize that it still would work if you 
remove the gay elements." 

"The audience will tell us if it's 
funny or not," says John A. Went- 
worth, executive vice president of 
marketing and media relations at 
Paramount Television, which is copro- 
ducing It's All Relative with Disney's 
Touchstone Television for ABC. "They 



will reject it or not on its funniness." 

In fact, if ABC, Touchstone, and Para- 
mount are nervous about It's All Rcln- 
tive, it's because they all want a hit sit- 
com badly, not because they are 
breaking new ground in the depiction of 
gay long-term relationships. 

"It stands in exactly the same place 
it was two months ago — on the ABC 
schedule in a great time period with 
the network fully behind it," ABC En- 
tertainment Television Group chair- 
man Lloyd Braun tells Hie Advocate. 
"As for being nervous, I worry about 
every show on the schedule every day. 
But I'm not worried about controversy 
here. I think people are going to like 
these characters — no matter what their 



views are with respect to such matters." 

Will & Grace has done a lot of the 
work in removing stigmas from gay- 
themed comedy with blue-chip adver- 
tisers. Of the sitcoms targeted at the 
key 18-49 demographic, Witt & Grace 
is one of the highest-earning shows in 
advertising dollars on TV today — and 
it's in syndication, the ultimate aim of 
any new sitcom, which is possible 
after the show has had, roughly, 100 
episodes on the air. 

"I have to give most of the credit — 
not all, but most — to Witt & Grace," 
says Zadan. "That show is making a 
fortune for the network and the studio 
[NBC is both], and it all comes down to 
the money after all. If you are a net- 
work, you're bound to want your own 
Will & Grace." ► 
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Indeed, the idea for a show involving 
gay dads originated with none other 
than Braun, who approached Meron and 
Zadan two years ago with the suggestion 
that they develop a series revolving 
around gay parents. "I loved The Bird- 
cage, which was a broad, biting comedy 
with very warm, inviting character," 
Braun says. "I thought seeing two gay 
fathers raising a grown-up heterosexual 
kid was a great arena for comedy. The 
key was that the characters had to be 
very likable — and, of course, funny. I 
wanted a loving family at the core." 

Meron and Zadan, who had not yet 
produced a sitcom but had ABC credits 
including Annie and Rodgers & Ham- 



stereotype, the characters are bland and 
you can't find the conflict The key is to 
make sure you blend the stereotypes 
with humanity." 

The creators also opted to create 
clear character traits in each gay dad. 
Simon is "the more nurturing, does 
more of the cooking, is more reason- 
able and tolerant," explains Ranberg. 
"Philip is the one who goes from zero 
to 60. We're looking for those surpris- 
ing moments where Mace and Philip 
find themselves on exactly the same 
page and then quickly back away be- 
cause they don't want to have any- 
thing in common." 

Casting, of course, was crucial to 



reminiscing about some great time they 
had in St Baits, Liz gets uncomfortable. 
I don't know one child that is OK listen- 
ing to their parents talk about their sex- 
ual relations. Hopefully, everybody can 
relate to it" 

The timing may be right for the show, 
which arrives as Friends and Frasier 
draw to a close. There's room for new 
voices," continues Meron, "and a redefi- 
nition of a family show. People can now 
relate to the fact that love, not blood, 
creates the strongest bonds in a family 
in the next generation." 

The political uproar over gay mar- 
riage this season amounts to priceless 
publicity for It's All Relative. And with 



"There's room for new voices," says executive producer Neil 
Meron, "and a redefinition of a family show. People can now 
relate to the fact that love, not blood, creates the strongest bonds 

in a family in the next generation." 



merstein's Cinderella, started to meet 
with writers. "Many of the ideas fell 
into stereotypes," says Zadan. "Our sen- 
sibility is more sophisticated. Then we 
finally met Chuck and Anne." 

Ranberg and his writing partner, 
Anne Flett-Giordano, came up with 
what Ranberg describes as "Frasier and 
Niles, if they were a gay couple, meet 
Archie Bunker." The two writers, who 
had spent so long on Frasier, devised 
the class conflict concept. "Everybody 
at ABC flipped out," says Zadan. 

The two writers are drawing on 
their own experience in It's All Rela- 
tive. "I'm gay and in an 1 1-year rela- 
tionship, and Anne is a California girl 
from Berkeley whose husband is from 
a traditional Italian-American family 
from New Jersey," says Ranberg. "This 
is the first time we've written gay char- 
acters — well, openly gay characters," 
he notes, chuckling, in reference to the 
gay sensibility that Frasier and Niles 
so famously possess. 

So do Simon and Philip need to come 
across as stereotypes? "You could look 
at any comedy and see stereotypes," 
says Zadan. "The goal is to use stereo- 
types and break them down as you go 
on. If you don't use some essence of a 



the show's success. The chemistry ev- 
ident in the casts of Friends, Frasier, 
and Will & Grace is clearly as much 
an element of those shows' success as 
the writing. 

"It's all about chemistry in an en- 
semble cast," explains Zadan. "Some 
sitcoms have one terrific person shin- 
ing out in a bad cast. We need a great 
ensemble. We found people we like in 
auditions, but we didn't cast anyone 
without pairing them up. Once we did 
that, we discovered the chemistry of 
the cast." 

That casting process resulted, coinci- 
dentally, in two gay actors playing 
Simon and Philip — another first for the 
show. "I think that the fact we are both 
gay really adds to the chemistry," says 
Hickey. "We have to play a couple who 
have known each other for years, and 
Chris and I are just getting to know 
each other, so you use whatever you 
have. If only life could imitate art," he 
muses with a smile. "Chris is the most 
gorgeous man imaginable!" 

Playing their daughter, Liz, is Maggie 
Lawson. "We are definitely trying to 
make the relationship realistic. Yes, my 
character is friends with them, but they 
are still my parents, so when they start 



the help of Paramount's media rela- 
tions department, the show's execu- 
tive producers have been offering to 
act on cable news shows as spokes- 
people for civil unions. "We're capital- 
izing on the fact that civil unions are a 
hot topic in summer 2003," explains 
Paramount's Wentworth, "and it's also 
serendipitous that it's the summer of 
the Supreme Court ruling on gay sex 
and the success of hit shows like 
Queer Eye for the Straight Guy and 
Boy Meets Boy." 

It would be even more serendipitous 
for the show's producers if It 's All Rela- 
tive could achieve even a fraction of 
Will & Grace's financial success. "If the 
advertisers are embracing us, which 
they are, we know that the gay dollar is 
significant," says Meron. "People love 
the gay dollar. I love the gay dollar." 

"I feel we are riding the wave of the 
gay TV Zeitgeist and it's thrilling," adds 
Ranberg, "although our fear right now is 
that we are going to get on the air just in 
time for the backlash. Trends usually 
end, but I don't think this is a trend. 
Being gay is not a trend." ■ 

Goodridge is U.S. editor of Screen 
International. 
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Gay and lesbian parents have established 
themselves on the television landscape 
for more than three decades. Here's a 
quick look at TV's queer moms and dads 



11972 


1978 


That Certain 


A Question of Love 


Summer 


Gena Rowlands 


|HalHolbrook 





1992 



Absolutely Fabulous 
Christopher Malcolm 
as Safly's clad 



1995 



Serving in Silence 
Glenn Close as 
Margarethe Canimermeyer 



1993 

Dream On 
Paul Dooley as 
Martin's dad 



1979 

Soap 

Billy Crystal 



1993 



1981 


1987 


Love, S idney 


The Tracey Ullman Show 


Tony Randall 


Dan Castellaneta and Sam 




McMurray as Francesca's two dads 



Other Mothers 
Meredith Baxter and 
Joanna Cassidy 





1994 


1995 


Friends 


Party of Five 


Anita Barone (subsequently replaced 


Mitchell 


by Jane Sibbett) and Jessica Hecht 


Anderson 


4 2 4 i p 



1996 

Picket Fences 

Lenny von Dohlen and 

Bill Brochtrup 

m 



19% 



Roseanne 
Estelle Parsons as 
Roseanne's mom 

* 5 



1997 



NYPDBlue 
Paige Turco and 
LisaDarr 



2l 



1997 

Ellen 
LisaDarr 



1997 

The Practice 
Lois Smith as 
Jimmy's mom 



1999-2000 

Queer as Folk 

Esther Hall and Saira Todd (U.K.); 
Michelle Clunie and Thea Gill (U.S.) 



1998 



Beverly Hills, 90210 
Christine Belford as 
Steve's mom 



Holiday Hea rt 
VingRhames 



1998-2001 

More/Further Tales of the City 
Barbara Garrick and 
Francoise Robertson 



Normal, Ohio 
John Goodman 



1999 



Popular 
Alley Mills as 
Harrison's mom 





2001-2002 


2001 


Will & Grace 


Titus 


Sean Hayes and 


Fred Sanders as 


Rosie O'Donnell 


Tommy's dad 



2001 


2002 


2002 


2003 


What Makes a Family 


Gone High 


Oliver Beene 


Two and a Half Men 


Cherry Jones and 


Two dads raised JFK's clone 


Simon Harvey as 


Marin Hinkle 


Brooke Shields 


on this MTV cartoon 


adult Michael 
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Christopher Sieber comes to 
It's All Relative from along 
career in Broadway musicals. 
Now he's singing a new tune: 
that of an openly gay TV star 

By Anne Stockwell 

Christopher Sieber has 
scrambled a lot of gaydars. 
A big blond Minnesota boy 
who could be Robert Gant's 
brother, Sieber possesses a 
singing voice strong enough to peel 
paint, and the combination has made 
him one of Broadway's busiest hetero- 
mantic leading men. Sieber tooted his 
own horn as Gaston in Beauty and the 
Beast, letched around the stage as a lust- 
ful prince in Sondheim's Into the Woods, 
foiled white slavers in Thoroughly Mod- 
ern Millie, and, more heroic than all 
that, matched crescendos with Betty 
Buckley in Triumph of Love. 

The actor's good-guy looks have 
shaped his TV work as well. Sieber 
played dad to Mary-Kate and Ashley 
Olsen in the sitcom Two of a Kind, 
which ran for less than a season in 
1998-99. Back then, he followed sug- 
gestions from the show's executive pro- 
ducers that his being gay would be a 
big deal to the public only if he talked 
about it in public. So he didn't 

But It's All Relative is a different 




bowl of 

chowder. Now that he's playing a dad 
who's also a happily partnered gay 
man, Sieber figures it is a big deal to 
come out The actor, who's happily part- 
nered in real life with fellow actor Kevin 
Burrows, spoke with Tfie Advocate in his 
dressing room the day after the show's 
first taping in front of an audience. 



Why is it important to you 
to do this interview now? 

If you're a gay man playing a gay 
c haracter on television, I think it's im- 
portant to set an example. When I was 
growing up, I didn't have any role mod- 
els. I think I had Snagglepuss. [Mim ics 
the cartoon character's lispy voice] 
"Exit, stage left!" And Richard Sim- ► 
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mons. I knew I was gay, but if I had to be 
like Snagglepuss, I was terrified. When I 
finally admitted to myself that, yes, I was 
gay — and realized that I don't have to be 
[that way] — I was fine. I was comfortable. 

People sense that, don't you find? 

In the whole journey since I've admitted 
it to myself, I find more people, younger 
people, coming out to me. It's happened 
about six times. People in their teens 
have come to me and said, "Hey, can I 
talk to you about something?" 
And then, boom, there it is, 
They're coming out to me, and 
I'm like, "OK, whoa, whoa, 
whoa." And in the back of my 
mind, it's like, Chris, please don't 
screw their lives up! 

How do you respond? 

I say, "Are you sure?" and "If you 
are, great, and if you're not, it's 
OK. It's fine." So getting back to 
the "important for me to do this": 
It is important to become a role 
model. And it's fine. I'll put my- 
self out there if I can help some- 
one. I don't want it to be a huge 
issue about "Christopher Sieber's 
gay." It's really a nonissue. I'm 
comfortable, and it's OK. 

So many of us want it to be a 
nonissue. But first it has to 
come to the surface. 

We were doing the taping last 
night, and it's the first five min- 
utes of the show in the first 
episode. It's a moment between a 
gay couple that when you say 
goodbye to your partner, you kiss 
him on the hps. Well, it was an audience 
full of marines. We get our audiences 
from all over Hollywood — they went to 
Camp Pendleton or something and got a 
bunch of marines. So we did that little 
peck, and they went, "Whoa!" It wasn't 
like, "Let's go get them" — it was like, 
"Wow, we really didn't expect that." 
Coming from theater, you forget; in New 
York no one cares. So it was scary but 
extremely exciting. It was that first taste 
of Wow, here tve go. 

Were they not on your side after that? 

They were fine after that. I don't think 
we're going to be shoving it into any- 
body's face by any means; I think it's 
just the fact that it did happen. 



When some people say, "I don't 
want you to shove it in my face," 
they mean "I never want to see any 
evidence that you have a sexual life 
whatsoever." 

Right. Most people go to the sexual part. 
I think what scares more people than 
anything is gay sex — butt sex. That's im- 
mediately what everyone thinks of: 
They're going to get me in the butt. 
[Laughs] To put it bluntly. They don't 
think of love between two people. 



That's what we're trying to show here 
on the show. We're a monogamous, 
committed couple, maybe the first on 
TV. And we're showing the love of a 
family, no matter whether they're gay, 
straight, or whatever. 

I really feel the days are gone when 
you could be in the closet and play 
gay on television — in effect, make 
your living off us and not be honest 
about it. But does coming out feel 
like the right move for your career? 
I don't have fear about that. Every- 
thing happens for a reason. I want to 
show people out there that it's all 
right. Nothing bad is going to happen 
to you as an actor. 



What repercussions do actors fear? 

It's the pigeonholing of an actor, like 
"You're that gay guy on TV, and you're 
never going to go in for a romantic lead 
that's not gay ever again." Or the [fear that 
youH no longer] draw women because 
you're not going to be romancing them, 
you're going to be romancing a man. 

Do you really believe women won't 
be attracted to a gay actor? 

It shouldn't matter whether you're gay 
or straight. If you're a good 
enough actor, people are going 
to buy it anyway. That's why we 
go to theater; that's why we 
watch TV — to escape reality. 

Your TV husband, John Ben- 
jamin Hickey, is one theater 
star who has always been out. 
I saw him in Love! Valour! 
Compassion! on Broadway. 
He's a stunning actor. Not only 
that, he's really funny and he's so 
nice. I love him dearly. It's an 
amazing pleasure to actually be 
working with someone that 
you've admired for so long — and 
there they are, and you're part- 
ners in a TV show. 

Did you have to audition for 
chemistry? 

[The executive producers] flew 
me out to test — and I had been 
through the test thing before, so I 
would call myself blase. But that's 
my defense mechanism, actually: 
That's just so I can get through it 
without throwing up. [Laughs] 
But with John, when I knew that I 
was going to be reading with him, I im- 
mediately felt more comfortable any- 
way. It was just great. Our chemistry 
was [snaps his fingers] immediate, and 
that's why we're working together. 

You're playing the parent of this 
beautiful, accomplished young 
woman. How did the couple on the 
show come to have this daughter? 

Philip and Simon, our characters — I'm 
Simon — were best friends with this girl 
in college, and she went to Europe one 
summer and came back pregnant with 
a daughter, Liz. When Liz was around 5 
or 6, her mom passed away. We took 
her in and ended up adopting her. 
Thank goodness, because John and ► 




Sieber in 1998 with his first TV sitcom daughters, Mary-Kate 
and Ashley Olsen, in the short-lived Two of a Kind 
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•TRIZIVIR treats HIV infection alone or in combination 
with other HIV medicines. There is little information 
about its use in patients with large amounts 
(>1 00,000 copies) of virus in their blood. At this time, 
it's not known whether taking TRIZIVIR will slow the 
progress of HIV disease or help you live longer. 

•TRIZIVIR does not cure HIV infection/AIDS or prevent 
passing HIV to others. 

Important safety information 

TRIZIVIR contains abacavir sulfate, which is also called 
ZIAGEN \ About 1 in 20 patients (5%) who take abacavir 
(as TRIZIVIR or ZIAGEN) will have a serious allergic reac- 
tion (hypersensitivity reaction) that may cause death if 
the drug is not stopped right away. 



You may be having this reaction if: 

(1) you get a skin rash, or 

(2) you get 1 or more symptoms from at least 2 of the 
following groups: 

• Fever 

• Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal (stomach area) 
pain 

• Extreme tiredness, achiness, generally ill feeling 

• Sore throat, shortness of breath, cough 

If you think you may be having a reaction, STOP taking 
TRIZIVIR and call your doctor right away. 

If you stop treatment with TRIZIVIR because of this serious 
reaction, NEVER take abacavir (as TRIZIVIR or ZIAGEN) 
again. If you take any of these medicines again after you 
have had this serious reaction, you could die within hours. 
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Some patients who have stopped taking abacavir (as 
TRIZIVIR or ZIAGEN) and who have then started taking 
abacavir again have had serious or life-threatening allergic 
(hypersensitivity) reactions. If you must stop treatment with 
TRIZIVIR for reasons other than symptoms of hyper- 
sensitivity, do not begin taking it again without talking to your 
healthcare provider. If your healthcare provider decides that 
you may begin taking abacavir (as TRIZIVIR or ZIAGEN) 
again, you should do so only in a setting with other people to 
get access to a doctor, if needed. 

A written list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card your 
pharmacist gives you. Carry this Warning Card with you. 

Make sure to see your doctor regularly because serious 
side effects can occur, such as muscle damage and a 
decrease in red and/or white blood cells, especially in 
patients with advanced HIV disease or AIDS. 



A buildup of lactic acid and severe liver problems, 
including fatal cases, have been reported with HIV drugs 
of this type, including the medicines in TRIZIVIR and 
other antiretrovirals. 

Changes in body fat may occur in some patients taking 
antiretroviral therapy. The cause and long-term health 
effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

The most common side effects of taking the medicines in 
TRIZIVIR together are nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, loss of 
appetite, weakness or tiredness, headache, dizziness, pain 
or tingling of the hands or feet, and muscle and joint pain. 

Please see important information on adjacent page. 
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TRIZIVIR* (TRY-zih-weer) Tablets 

Generic name: abacavir sulfate, lamivudine, and zidovudine 
Read the Medication Guide you get each time you fill your prescription for 
Trizivir. There may be new i 



Trizivir contains abacavir, which is also called Ziagen*. About 1 in 20 patients 
(5%) who take abacavir (as Trizivir or Ziagen) will have a serious allergic 
reaction (hypersensitivity reaction) that may cause death it the drug is not 
stopped right away. 
You may be having this motion if: 
(1) you get a skin rash, or 

12) you gel 1 or more symptoms from at least 2 of the 



• Fever 

• Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal (stomach area) pain 

• Extreme tiredness, achiness, generally ill feeling 

• Sore throat, shortness of breath, cough 

If you think you may be having a reaction, STOP taking Trizivir and call your 
doctor right away. 

If you stop treatment with Trizivir because of this serious reaction, NEVER take 
abacavir (as Trizivir or Ziagen) again. If you take any of these medicines 
again after you have had this serious reaction, you could die within hours. 

Some patients who have stopped taking abacavir (as Trizivir or Ziagen) and 
who have then started taking abacavir again have had serious or life- 
threatening allergic (hypersensitivity) reactions. If you must stop treatment 
with Trizivir for reasons other than symptoms of hypersensitivity, do not begin 
taking it again without talking to your health care provider. If your health care 
provider decides that you may begin taking abacavir (as Trizivir or Ziagen) 
again, you should do so only in a setting with other people to get access to a 
doctor if needed. 

A written list of these symptoms is on the Warning Card your pharmacist 
gives you. Carry this Warning Card with you. 

Trizivir can have other serious side effects. Be sure to read the section below 
entitled "What are the possible side effects of Trizivir?" 



WhatisTHzivir? 

Trizivir is a medicine used to treat HIV infection. Trizivir includes 3 medicines: 
Ziagen (abacavir), Epivir" (lamivudine or 3TC 2 ), and Retrovir- (zidovudine, AZT, 
or ZDV). 

All 3 of these medicines are called nucleoside analogue reverse transcriptase 
inhibitors (NRTIs). When used together, they help lower the amount of HIV in 
your blood. This helps to keep your immune system as healthy as possible so it 
can fight infection. 

Different combinations of medicines are used to treat HIV infection. You and your 
doctor should discuss which combination of medicines is best for you. 
Trizivir does not cure HIV infection or AIDS. Trizivir has not been studied long 
enough to know if it will help you live longer or have fewer of the medical 
problems that are associated with HIV infection or AIDS. Therefore, you must see 
your health care provider regularly. 

Do not take Trizivir if you have ever had a serious allergic reaction (a 
hypersensitivity reaction) to any of the medicines that make up Trizivir, especially 
Ziagen (abacavir). If you have had such a reaction, return all of your unused 
Trizivir to your doctor or pharmacist. 

Do not take Trizivir if you weigh less than 90 pounds. 
How should I take Trizivir? 

To help make sure that your anti-HIV therapy is as effective as possible, take your 
Trizivir exactly as your doctor prescribes it. Do not skip any doses. 
The usual dosage is 1 tablet twice a day. You can take Trizivirwith food or on an 
empty stomach. 

If you miss a dose of Trizivir, take the missed dose right away. Then, take the next 
dose at the usual scheduled time. Do not let your Trizivir run out. The amount of 



virus in your blood may increase if your anti-HIV drugs are stopped, even for a 
short time. Also, the virus in your body may become harder to treat. 



Do not take Epivir, Retrovir, Combivir, or Ziagen while taking Trizivir. These 
medicines are already in Trizivir. 

You should avoid taking stavudine (Zerit®) while taking Trizivir. If your doctor 
prescribes doxorubicin or ribavirin, tell your doctor that you are taking Trizivir. 
Practice safe sex while using Trizivir. Do not use or share dirty needles. Trizivir 
does not reduce the risk of passing HIV to others through sexual contact or 
blood contamination. 

Talk to your doctor if you are pregnant or if you become pregnant while taking 
Trizivir. Trizivir has not been studied in pregnant women. It is not known whether 
Trizivir will harm the unborn child. 

Mothers with HIV should not breastfeed their babies because HIV is passed to 
the baby in breast milk. Also, Trizivir can be passed to babies in breast milk and 
could cause the child to have side effects. 

What are the possible side effects of Trizivir? 

Life-threatening allergic reaction. Trizivir contains abacavir, which is also 
called Ziagen. Abacavir has caused some people to have a life-threatening 
allergic reaction (hypersensitivity reaction) that can cause death. How to 
recognize a possible reaction and what to do are discussed in "What is the most 
important information I should know about Trizivir?" at the beginning of this 
Medication Guide. 

Lactic acidosis and severe liver problems. The medicines in Trizivir can cause 
a serious condition called lactic acidosis and, in some cases, this condition can 
cause death. Nausea and tiredness that don't get better may be symptoms of lactic 
acidosis. Women are more likely than men to get this serious side effect. 

Blood problems. Retrovir, one of the medicines in Trizivir, can cause serious 
blood cell problems. These include reduced numbers of white blood cells 
(neutropenia) and extremely reduced numbers of red blood cells (anemia). These 
blood cell problems are especially likely to happen in patients with advanced HIV 
disease or AIDS. 

Your doctor should be checking your blood cell counts regularly while you are 
taking Trizivir. This is especially important if you have advanced HIV or AIDS. This 
is to make sure that any blood cell problems are found quickly. 
Muscle weakness. Retrovir, one of the medicines in Trizivir, can cause muscle 
weakness. This can be a serious problem. 

Other side effects. Trizivir can cause other side effects. The most common side 
effects of taking the medicines in Trizivir together are nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 
loss of appetite, weakness or tiredness, headache, dizziness, pain or tingling of 
the hands or feet, and muscle and joint pain. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking anti retroviral 
therapy. These changes may include increased amount of fat in the upper 
back and neck ("buffalo hump"), breast, and around the trunk. Loss of fat 
from the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause and long-term 
health effects of these conditions are not known at this time. 

This listing of side effects is not complete. Your doctor or pharmacist can 
discuss with you a more complete list of side effects with Trizivir. 

Ask a health care professional about any concerns about Trizivir. If you want 
more information, ask your doctor or pharmacist for the labeling for Trizivir that 
was written for health care professionals. 

Do not use Trizivir for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do not give 
Trizivir to other persons. 
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I are much too young to have a daugh- 
ter that age. [Anne laughs] 

Does having kids interest you? 

I wouldn't do that to a kid [chuckles], be- 
cause I don't think I'd be a very good fa- 
ther. This is my opinion — maybe you'll 
get hate mail — but I like having kids 
around for about two hours, and then I 
can't wait for them to leave. [Laughs] 

When you were in your Snagglepuss 
phase [Sieber laughs], did it worry 
you when you realized that not only 
were you gay, you also were born to 
do musicals? 

I was afraid. I grew up in a very small 
town in Minnesota I knew I was differ- 
ent, and I was scared. I 
tried to change. I dated 
girls — nothing ever hap- 
pened, but I dated girls. 
[Sighs] I had to get away. 
I was drawn to New York 
first of all because I want- 
ed to learn theater. I 
wanted to be an actor on 
Broadway. But with that 
came the discovery of 
who I was, and it was OK 
I remember in New York 
when I first saw some 
friends of mine, two men 
kissing. Just like I 
was saying with 
John last night, 
that was like, 
Whoa. 



goals. I'd always done that all my life. 
The Broadway shows happened, and I 
was very lucky. I still consider myself 
one of the luckiest people on earth. I 
consider myself being at the right place 
at the right time most of the time. My 
dad always says, "Life always happens 
for people who show up." So I always 
show up. 



You weren't publicly out in your 
first go-round with TV, were you? 

My first television show was the 
Two of a Kind show with Ashley 
and Mary-Kate Olsen, and I played 
their dad. It was an odd experi- 
ence, because I had come from 
theater, where no one cares at all; 



Was there a time when you thought, 
I'll play the part of Simon, a gay 
dad, but I don't want to talk about 
the fact that I am gay? 

I've kind of always been out. It wasn't 
like, Tm gonna sing it proud," I was just, 
"I'm a regular guy who happens to be 
gay who's an OK actor." I did a couple of 
gay plays: Boys in the Band, the revival I 
think back in... '95? [It was '96] Then I 
did a play called Avow. I 
played a gay 
Catholic who 
wanted to get 
married to his 
partner in 
the Catholic 
Church. 




Like the marines 
in your audience. 

Yes. It took me a 
while to get comfort- 
able with that. So be- 
lieve me, I can under- 
stand where they're 
coming from. 




1 



A musical history: Sieber had lead 
roles in (from top) Triumph of Love, 
with Susan Egan, and as Wolf and 
Prince in Into the Woods. 



You were very suc- 
cessful on the New 
York stage before you 
took this role on. Tell me what it's 
like to make that transition. Did you 
always want to be on television? 
Yes, I had set goals for myself early on. 
When I moved to New York, I wanted to 
get an off-Broadway show and then I 
wanted to get a Broadway show and 
then I wanted to get a TV series. And 
that's how it progressed, and I set my 



it's not a big deal. And you 
come here, and it's a 
whole new world for me. 
I didn't know what to do. 
I asked my executive 
producers, Bob Boyett 
and Tom Miller, "What 
do I do here? I'm a gay man playing the 
father of the Olsen twins — what do I 
do?" And they said, "Don't make it a big 
deal." I said OK, because they said, "If 
you do make it a big deal, it will become 
a big deal. If you don't, no one will care." 
And that's indeed what happened. We 
never talked about it... well, within the 
show we talked about it, but it was not 
an issue. It was never a problem. 



What's differ- 
ent now? 

I've played gay 
characters be- 
fore, but I'm a 
gay actor play- 
ing a gay charac- 
ter on national 
television. And it 
was like, Well, I've got the 
greatest executive produc- 
ers in the world who are 
gay — Craig [Zadan] and 
Neil [Meron] and Chuck 
Ranberg, who are so sup- 
portive. Plus John Hickey, 
who comes from theater. 
Then Harriet Sansom Har- 
ris [who plays the mother 
of Bobby O'Neil, Liz's fi- 
ance], whom I was doing Thoroughly 
Modern Millie with — a dream come 
true. So this transition, coming back to 
television, was a lot easier than the first 
time because we could be OK. We 
could be comfortable. It was all right to 
be out and be fine. 

What's it like for your family? This 
part, this role, knowing that you're 
doing this interview, knowing you're 
in this phase of your life? 

It's OK. It wasn't easy. It took my mom 
and dad and my brothers a couple of 
years to relax and be all right with it. But 
I've never been one to apologize for who 
I am, and my partner, Kevin, came home 
with me to my parents' home just a 
month or two ago. We did what we do in 
Minnesota, which is sit around a card 
table and play cards and drink wine. I 
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think the game was Screw Your Neigh- 
bor or something like that. [Chuckles] So 
Kevin and my mom are screwing each 
other's neighbor. It was so much fun, 
and Kevin had a great time. It was a 
dream come true, because it was like we 
were totally part of the family. Which is 
well-earned, I think. 

Would you tell us a bit more about 
your relationship? 

Yes. My partner, Kevin Burrows, is an 
actor as well. We've been together al- 
most three years now, and he is the 
love of my life. He was in The Full 
Monty on Broadway and on the nation- 
al tour, and he was also in Beauty and 
the Beast. That's where we actually be- 
came friends. But we had this thing 
about working together and dating. 
Then he got Hie Full Monty, we start- 
ed dating, and the rest is history. He's 
really good for me. He's always there 
for me. He's wonderful. 

Do you guys share a place in 
New York? 

We have a place in New York, and we 
also have a house in the middle of a lake 
in New Jersey. It's fantastic. 

Any apprehensions about the long- 
distance relationship? 

No, because we're flying back and 
forth so often on our hiatus weeks. We 
call each other twice, three times a day 
anyway. 

The TV audience has no idea what a 
great musical performer you are. 
Will you get to sing in this show? 

I don't know! We have that grand piano 
on the set — we've got to invite Michael 
Feinstein or Stephen Schwartz or 
somebody fun to come over. We'll do 
Cabaret Night at our party and we'll in- 
vite the O'Neils. 

Yeah, and then you'll get to "When 
Irish Eyes Are Smiling"... 

Yeah, exactly. And Mace [O'Neil, Bob- 
by's crusty bar-owner dad] will have a 
couple too many drinks and he'll sing "I 
Will Survive." 

[laughs] So, have I forgotten to ask 
you anything? 

I don't think so. If anything, just to say 
that I'm just a regular guy who's an OK 
actor who happens to be gay. ■ 
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New Orleans House 

All-male guest house above the famous 
Bourbon St. Pub. Clothing Optional Sun Deck. 
Pool, Jacuzzi. Garden liar and Restaurant. 
888-293-9893 305-293-9800 
ncworlcanshousckw.com 



Island House 

Award winning, clothing-optional 
resort for men with poolsidc cafe and 
bar and lullv equipped gvm and spa. 

800-890-6284 or 305-294-6284 
islandhousckevwest.com 




tuator Resort 



Upscale All Male Guesthouse. 
Complimentary Breakfast and Cocktails. 
Pool. Hot Tub & f anning Decks 

in Lush Tropical Setting. 
800-278-4552 or 305-294-7775 
cquatorresorl.com 



Alexander's Guest House 



l uxurious Accommodations lor the 
Ga\ <Sr Lesbian Traveler. Breakfast Buffet. 
Cocktails. Pool, Jacuzzi, Multiple 
I eve! Tanning Decks. 
800-654-9919 
alcxghouse.com 
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the fabulous/gay & lesbian destination 
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-800-659-7719 



fla-keys.com/keywest 
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notes from a blond brace vilanch 



As shaved on TV 




Seattle, Memorial Day, 2002 — Flew up today to 
offer support, love, and encouragement to my 
friends and collaborators Marc Shaiman and 
Scott Wittman, who are trying out their new 
musical, based on the John Waters movie Hairspray, prior to 
Broadway. Marc and I have worked on a string of Bette 



Midler shows and Billy Crystal Oscar 
medleys, Scott directed my one-man 
off-Broadway show, and the two of 
them wrote my opening number, 
The Queens Behind the Scenes." 

Harvey Fierstein is playing Edna 
Turnblad, the role created by the 
late, great Divine in the film. It's 
never easy to offer friends support, 
love, and encouragement, especially 
if their show stinks and you have to 
produce vague words of praise for 
the costumes or that cute chorus boy 
who does a split and fortunately 
lands on his padded dance belt 

This, however, is not the case with 
Hairspray. It's a smash from the 
opening number. The show is smart 
with heart and manages to be as bril- 
liantly awful as a John Waters inspi- 
ration needs to be and as brilliantly 
boffo as a Broadway musical must 
be all at the same time. 

I'm sitting with John Waters, who 
is seeing the show for the first time. 
This is like Tfie Twilight Zone," he 
says during intermission, "all these 
characters I dreamed up in my 
kitchen, singing and dancing on a 
stage." Harvey is particularly genius. 
When he comes on in a voluminous 
red dress with hair to match, it's Lu- 
cille Beach Ball. 

Los Angeles, January 2003 — 
Somebody at William Morris thinks 
I could replace Harvey as Edna. I 
point out that first, Harvey is irre- 
placeable, and second, he will prob- 
ably stay in that red dress until they 
tear the theater down around him 



like Gloria Swanson in those last 
pictures of the Roxy. 

Nevertheless, somebody has to 
carry the John Waters message 
cross-country, and there might be a 
casting possibility there. Scarily, I 




Hot mama: Bruce Vilanch as Edna Turnblad 

would have to audition. Scarier, if I 
got the part, I would have to shave. 
It's only been 32 years. I grew the 
beard in 1971 for a movie that still 
hasn't been released. It was so much 
fun not shaving, I vowed that I would 
never shave again. But vows were 
meant to be broken, as the sage 
philosopher Jennifer Lopez has 
pointed out 

New York, July 2003—1 got the 
part. I've just returned from having 
my beard shaved on Live With Regis 
and Kelly. I had all these clever, dou- 



ble-entendre beard remarks pre- 
pared, but one look at Regis and 
Kelly made me realize I would be 
going nowhere and at top speed. 

The shaving was done by Sal, the 
demon barber of Mulberry Street, 
who spoke with the kind of Italian 
accent that's so thick it would leave 
the Sopranos standing around 
scratching their heads. He sliced and 
diced and cut me up pretty good, 
which I didn't realize until I noticed 
that Kelly Ripa was looking at me 
with such horror that I thought 
Kathie Lee must have been standing 
behind me. 

Now I have to learn how to shave 
myself. And just when I'd finally got- 
ten potty-trained. 

Newark, N.J., September 2003— 
We just did the first full dress, make- 
up, hair, everything performance in 
front of an audience composed al- 
most entirely of people who've seen 
Hairspray 400 times — including the 
original Broadway cast. The only 
thing they could laugh at was the 
new stuff (the creators have done 
some fluffing for the road) and the 
mishaps, and they laughed plenty at 
all of it The stuff a real audience will 
laugh at sat there. Odd things like dif- 
ficult costume changes got big 
cheers, just because this audience 
knows how hard it is to do them. 
What America will make of us re- 
mains a question mark. 

It's going to be a big adventure 
taking this inherently subversive 
piece of work, where a fat girl gets 
the gorgeous guy and a fat guy plays 
her mother, to audiences weaned 
on cats and French revolutionaries 
and ABBA sing-alongs. Between 
shows, I'm going to be forced to 
spend at least some time looking at 
a face I abandoned in 1971. It's gay 
heaven and hell, and with musical 
numbers besides. ■ 



I vowed that I would never shave again. But vows were meant 
to be broken, as the sage philosopher Jennifer Lopez has pointed out. 
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Activists and Allies 
in the World! 
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Exotic species ~ Untamed desires - Animal urges.. .They call vol from deep within the heart of the jungle. 



SOURCE 

EVENTS 

presents 




JJNGUE 

pM*TY 

A CELEBRATION OF Ol.TR DIVERSITY AND PrIDI 



• Spectacular shows by Parrot Jungle's exotic creatures! 

• Live musical performances! 
Dancing amidst the jungle. ..under the stars! 




Advocate 



An Official Event for the 

National Gay & Lesbian Task Force 
Creating Change Conference 



Saturday, November 8, 2003 
6pm - Midnight 
Parrot Jungle Island, Miami, FL 



For ticket info please visit WWW.SourceEventS.com 
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CELEBRATE 30 YEARS 
OF MAKING HISTORY! 
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MEMORIAL 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
DINNER 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2003 

CHICAGO MARRIOTT DOWNTOWN 
540 N. MICHIGAN AVENUE 

5:30 PM RECEPTION - OPEN BAR 
7:00 PM DINNER AND ADDRESS 

$200 RECEPTION AND DINNER 




KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 

KEVIN M. CATHCART 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
LAMBDA LEGAL 

AND 

PATRICIA M. LOGUE 

INTERIM LEGAL DIRECTOR 
LAMBDA LEGAL 



RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED 
TICKETS WILL BE HELD AT THE DOOR. 

CALL 312.663.4413 
OR VISIT WWW.LAMBDALEGAL.ORG 



MEDIA SPONSOR: 
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The clever and caustic Girls 
Will Be Girls offers more than 
the usual drag shenanigans 
By Alonso Duralde 



Girls WiU Be Girls ■ Written and 
directed by Richard Day ■ Starring .lack 
Plotnick, Clinton Leupp, and Jeffery Roberson 
■ IFC Films 

This is so not your auntie's drag 
movie. Sure, the dialogue's as 
bawdy as ever — "I met Fred 
Mac-Murray at the Brown Derby 
when they were casting Fhib- 
ber, and he threw me a juicy part," re- 
calls Evie Harris (Jack Plotnick), to 
which Coco (Clinton Leupp) har- 
rumphs. And then he put you in the pic- 
ture" — but the film's stars deliver it in 
that minimalist deadpan style that 
marks turn-of-t he-millennium humor. 
Both outrageous and restrained, Girls 
Will Be Girts borrows from the classic- 
showbiz melodramas — All About Eve, 
Valley of Ike Dolls, Wliat Ever Hap- 
pened to Baby Jane? — but still feels 
fresh and inspired 

The same, alas, can hardly be said for 
washed-up actress Evie, who spends her 
days puttering mound her past-its-prime 
Hollywood mansion (complete with Bi- 
centennial Room) chain-smoking, chain- 
drinking, and abusing her put-upon 
maid, Coco. Into this maelstrom of 



Drama queens: Plotnick (left) and Leupp 

malaise wanders wide-eyed ingenue 
Varla (Jeffery Roberson), a would-be 
actress-singer whose mother just hap- 
pens to be the rising starlet whom Evie 
screwed over years ago to get die lead 
role in the disaster movie Astewid. 

Has Varla sworn revenge? Will Evie 
rekindle her career with her "specia- 
mercial"? Will Coco ever reconnect with 
die love of her life — Uie doctor who per- 
formed those abortions on her decades 
ago? Girts Will Be Girts juggles its char- 
acters and plotlines well, giving these 
talented performers enough to do to get 
them through diree acts without grow- 
ing tiresome. The characters actually 
grow and evolve as human beings while 
still remaining bizarre and uproarious. 

Tire movie shrewdly plays to its stars' 
strengths: Leupp makes Coco an Eve 
Arden for the 21st century, the garrulous 
and lularious Roberson gets to work in 
Varla's legendary spray-cheese stunt, 
and Plotnick's Evie delivers the naughty 
one-liners about fellow celebs with 
wicked aplomb. (Some of diose one-lin- 
ers will sound familiar to fans of Plot- 
nick and Dennis Hensley's acclaimed In- 
ternet short Evie JJanis: Shining Star.) 

These divas are talented enough to 
merit Ous delicious star vehicle, and tiiey 
make the most of the opportunity. No 
doubt we haven't seen the last of these 
Girls, nor of talented writer-director 
Richard Day. ■ 
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Chorus 

3-5 Mates VI Leather Weekend 
13-19 Annual Women's Week 
25-27 Annual Round Up 

6-9 Single Mens Weekend 

27-30 Thanksgiving & the start 
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The best place to ORGanize your visit! 



PROVINCETOWN 

Crowne Pointe 



HISTORIC INN 

SITTING ON A BLUFF IN THE HEART OF PROVINCETOWN. 
HISTORIC CROWNE POINTE BOASTS 40 GUEST ROOMS 
AND SUITES, ALL WITH THE UTMOST IN AMENITIES: 

UNSURPASSED BREAKFASTS, IN-ROOM SPAS, 
INVITING FIREPLACES, HEATED POOL, IMPECCABLE 
ACCOMMODATIONS, AND ATTENTION TO EVERY DETAIL 



Ekiiiilisii 
LEGANCE 



Meticulously maintained 
Victorian jewel, 5 Palms 
& Editor's Choice Awards 

Out8i Abolt 

Truly affordable elegance 

Frommer's 



r 



) -' ~ =j , For reservations, 

1 I- =" call877 CROWNt1 

^nPjH*^ Bradford Street. Provincetown, MA 
Take the tour at www.crownepointe.com 
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88&45&9103 



The Internet Resource to find accommodations in Ptown 



Our site has a selection of inns and guest houses to suit 
every taste and budget as well as a Travel Guide to help 
you plan your next visit to Provincetown. 
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5-7 Holly Folly — the Gay & 
Lesbian Holiday Festival 
-1/4 New Year's Weekend 



Funded in part by the 
Prouincetown Tourism Office 
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for your FREE Gay 
6 Lesbian Guide to 
Prouincetown or find us at 



508.487.0706 800.276.7088 
www. landse nd i run .com 

Tfw most luxurious accommodations 
in town are at The Brass Key. 

The New York Times 

THE 



BRASS KEY 

GUESTHOUSE 

508.487.9005 800.842.9858 

www.brasskey.coin 
_ — , „., ... — ^ 



GET HOT GET HIP GET COOL GET SERVICED 



Quirky vibe. Fun events. 
Lively hosts. More bang for your buck. 



It's more than just a room. 



378 Commercial Street, Provincetown, MA 02657 
800.575.1850 toll tree / 508.487.0383 local 
Check out our groovy web page 
www.somersethouseinn.com 
getservicedisomersethou seinn.com 
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Drakula's 



Writer-performer David Drake — ne Drakula— talks about 
tracing his family history to Transylvania and turning his 
search into a new one-person show By Gerard Raymond 



I have never impaled anyone — with 
a stick," says David Drake with a 
reassuring smile. That will be a re- 
lief for audiences at his latest solo 
performance work, Son of Drakula, 
running from October 10 to November 
2 at San Francisco's New Conservatory 
Theatre Center. The show chronicles 
Drake's attempts to trace his ancestry 
all the way back to Vlad Dracula, ak.a 
"the Impaler," who was notorious for 
driving wooden stakes through his ene- 
mies. You see, although we know the 
writer-performer of The Night Larry 
Kramer Kissed Me as "Drake," his real 
surname is Drakula. 

"I am Drakula," Drake intones at the 
start of his show, echoing the words of 



the famous Bram Stoker novel that 
forever linked Eastern European vam- 
pire lore to the 15th-century Transyl- 
vanian. "It's an adventure story, like 
the novel," he says. "We go into the un- 
known world in Transylvania" 

In the 1 1 years since the debut of 
Larry Kramer, Drake has directed 
work by others and appeared in various 
stage and screen productions, including 
the New York revival of The Boys in the 
Band. About eight years ago he became 
interested in tracing the origins of his 
family name. (His mother changed his 
name to Drake after she divorced his fa- 
ther, but legally he remains a Drakula.) 

"It turns out that my great-grand- 
father who emigrated [from Europe] is 



one of only 1 1 Drakulas to ever come 
here," Drake says. As he delved further 
back, Drake's genealogical quest in- 
evitably led him to Vlad's stomping 
grounds in modem Romania and Hun- 
gary — and to Croatia, the current home 
of his branch of the Drakulas. 

"I can trace my family authoritatively 
to the year 1611 to a place in Serbia, 
very close to Kosovo. They are ethnic 
Serbs who lived in Croatia," Drake says. 
Hoping to clinch the genealogical link to 
the Impaler, he ended up presenting a 
paper on his research at the World 
Dracula Congress in Transylvania 

Drake immediately sensed the pro- 
ject's dramatic potential. "It was an ar- 
chetypal identity quest," he says. "I 
would tell stories about the people I 
met and started doing their voices." 

In the show Drake vividly imperson- 
ates a colorful gallery of characters, but 
Son of Drakula's most telling and 
moving moments occur when he re- 
creates interviews with his father, 
Dave Drakula, who died last year. "It 
was a way to get closer to him," says 
the performer, who takes on the roles 
of both father and son. Drake's moth- 
er, who died in a car accident in 1980 
when he was 17, had gotten divorced 
some 10 years before. Since the di- 
vorce, his father, a hunter who wrote 
a syndicated sports column on the 
outdoors, had been estranged from 
the family. When David came out at 
age 16, however, his father was in- 
censed. "He blamed my mother, and 
he thought it was the theater that was 
doing it to me. Ha! Ha!" Drake recalls. 

Eventually father and son estab- 
lished a kind of detente. "We were 
very friendly — he was charming and 
was interested in people," Drake says. 
They also found a way to bridge their 
differences "through literature," Drake 
continues. "He started to read David 
Leavitt in the mid '80s, and he began to 
understand gay issues that way." 

Still, in 2001 Drakula published a 
memoir of his hunting exploits that 
made no mention of his first wife or 
his only son. "It was very difficult to 
be edited out of my father's life emo- 
tionally," says Drake. "And now that 
he is dead, I have edited him back in 
for my record." ■ 

Raymond unites on theater and film 
and lives in Neiv York City. 
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is STILL the word! 

And Now The Soundtrack Is Available As A Special 25th Anniversary 2-CD DELUXE EDITION 

• Newly Remastered Version Of The Best-Selling Album Plus Bonus Disc 

• Special Packaging Includes A Deluxe Booklet w/ Song Lyrics, Photos And Detailed Credits 

• 12 Song Bonus Disc Features: 

- Rare Single Mixes and Remixes 

- Unreleased Instrumental Tracks (that appear only in the movie) 

- Sing-A-Long Versions of the Hits ("You're The One That I Want," 
"Summer Nights," "Sandy" and "Hopelessly Devoted To You") 
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THE PERFECT GIRLS' NIGHT SOUNDTRACK* tH 
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Collection Off 20 Of The Biggest Hits 
est-Selling (^jlkcjk p||X Soundtracl 



Ever! 



Featuring Hits From: 

CHARLIE'S ANGELS: FULL THROTTLE • HOW TO LOSE A GUY IN 10 DAYS 

MAID IN MANHATTAN • CITY OF ANGELS • SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER • 

DIRTY DANCING • SLEEPLESS IN SEATTLE • GREASE 
And Many More! 

UTVRSCORDS" 



l UMVLHSAl MUiH COMPANY 

:>003 Un -^rsal Music Enterprise , a Omskki ot UMG 
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Daniel Petronijevic stars as a pro football player coming out of 
the closet on ESPN's Playmakers By Michael Rowe 



Daniel Petronijevic spent last 
summer surrounded by drag 
queens when he played a 
macho infantryman in Show- 
time's groundbreaking film Sol- 
dier's Girt, and this year he's surround- 
ed by football players. The rugged 
22-year-old actor will be breaking 
ground as about-to-be-outed gay football 
player Thad Guerwitcz on ESPN's first- 
ever dramatic series, Playmakers. The 
show bills itself as a gritty ensemble 
drama exploring the off-the-field lives 
and fortunes of players on a fictional 
football team, and now one of those 
players is about to tackle life on the op- 
posite end of the Kinsey continuum. 



During a break in shooting on the 
Toronto set, Petronijevic eases his 
sinewy frame into a swivel chair that 
seems almost too small to accommo- 
date the bulk he packed on to play Thad. 
The actor notes that the evolution of his 
character into a closeted gay man initial- 
ly came as a surprise: Thad was original- 
ly written as a devout Christian with no 
hint of a gay back story. "When [the pro- 
ducers] approached me on [Thad's gay 
storyline] I was skeptical," Petrordjevic 
says candidly. "I didn't know if I had 
enough faith in my own abilities as an 
actor to do it justice." Honoring the in- 
tegrity of Thad's character as it was orig- 
inally conceived, Petronijevic elabo- 



rates, "I wanted to play a guy who was- 
n't stereotypical. I didn't want it to be, 
'He's gay, and he plays football.' I want- 
ed to play a guy who is a football player 
and who is gay." 

According to executive producer Orly 
Adelson, there was never any thought 
that he couldn't handle it. "When we 
started casting, we didn't have this plot," 
she says. "As the series evolved, we 
slowly felt that this was the right direc- 
tion, given the character. I came to him 
and told him, 'You're going to be chang- 
ing a bit,' " she recalls, laughing, " 'and 
how do you feel about it?' He said, 
'Great! I'm an actor.' It's a sensitive 
issue. With some actors you never 
know. But with Daniel, not a flinch. He 
said, This is great!'" 

Knowing that football remains a tem- 
ple of traditional machismo, Adelson is 
cautiously optimistic regarding the ef- 
fect this gay storyline will have on the 
army of armchair tight ends — mainly 
straight, mainly male — who comprise 
ESPN's primary audience. "You do 
care," Adelson admits, "because at the 
end of the day, you want people to 
watch it If they don't, you don't have a 
show next year. Knowing that, and 
knowing it could be a problem, the net- 
work opted to tackle the subject any- 
way. I give a lot of credit to [ESPN ex- 
ecutive vice president of programming 
and production] Mark Shapiro, because 
he said 'Go ahead,' knowing that reac- 
tions could be mixed." 

"In my father's time, this would be 
groundbreaking stuff," says Petronije- 
vic, noting that attitudes among his 20- 
something peer group have changed 
significantly from generations past. 
"Nowadays, it's about time we started 
dealing with this." His gay friends have 
given him the thumbs up, but he admits 
he's flying nearly solo. "I don't have 
enough gay friends around me to get 
sufficient input," he says, laughing 
heartily, "but whatever. My gay friends 
are guys like any other guys. They like 
watching football and driving around in 
nice cars and shit like that It's not like 
they're sitting around doing each 
other's nails. They're like, 'Yeah, do 
what you have to do! Go with it!'" ■ 

Rowe's interview collection, The Most 
Brilliant Darkness, will be published 
this fall by Mosaic. 
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The newest and largest gay 
resort in South Florida wel- 
comes you to come and 
experience a lush, expan- 
sive, inviting property with 2 
pools and 20-man Jacuzzi. 



800-533-4744 
ELYSIUMRESORT.NET 



Consistently rated as one of 
Ft. Lauderdale's finest 
men's resorts. A tropical 
paradise with a Fun, Frisky 
and friendly atmosphere. 24 
hour pool and Jacuzzi. 



800-445-7036 
THEWORTHINGTON.COM 




ons * Unparalleled Service 



PINEAPPLE POINT 



Long rated "the very best", 
beautiful, lush surround- 
ings, casual elegance & 
impeccable service! On- 
premise gym, massage 
studio, constant upgrading 
Shot men! 

888-844-7295 
PINEAPPLEPOINT.COM 




As the largest gay resort in 
Fort Lauderdale, we offer a 
variety of diversions from 
private scuba lessons to 
relaxing massage therapy. 

Be our guest and unwind 

800-818-1211 
GRANDRESORT.NET 
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If you need AVP... call our 24-hour 
bilingual hotline 
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Investing in AVP... 
Means investing in 
Safer Communities. 



Call us to fin 



u uui now you 



THE NEW YORK CITY GAY & LESBIAN ANTI-VIOLENCE PROJECT 

240 West 35th Street, Suite 200, New York. NY 10001 
Tel: (212) 714-1184 • Fax: (212) 714-2627 • TTY: (212 714-1134 • www. .org 
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I'll laugh 
if I want to 



Gays and lesbians throw a 
Coming Out Party on an 
uneven but entertaining new 
DVD By Adam B. Vary 

There was a time in the not- 
too-distant past when to 
publicly (or even private- 
ly) declare your homosexu- 
ality was no laughing matter. 
Luckily, things have gotten better. 
Witness Coming Out Party, a delightful 
collection of lesbian and gay comedians 
telling their own coming-out stories for 
laughs. The DVD's release coincides 
with National Coming Out Day on Octo- 
ber 11, and part of the proceeds will go 
to the Human Rights Campaign. 

The lineup runs the gamut: The 
Real World Miami cast member Dan 
Renzi; Bob Smith, the first openly gay 
comedian to perform on The Tonight 
Show; Terry Sweeney, the first 
and still only openly gay cast 
member of Saturday Night 
Live; stand-up "road warrior" 
Sabrina Matthews; TV scribe 
John Riggi {The Larry Sanders 
Show, The Bernie Mac Showy, 
award-winning stand-up come- 
dian Rene Hicks; and Jackie 
Beat, an institution on the drag 
circuit who, for this show, per- 



Five other 
coming-out 
videos you 
may not have 
thought of 

Don't get us wrong — we love Beau- 
tiful Til ing and Deseii Hearts as 
much as the next homo. But why not 




Gettln' Riggi with it; Comedian and TV writer 
John Riggi (above) provides some of the most 
memorable moments in Coming Out Party. 



Coming Out Party 

■ Featuring Dan Renzi, 
Bob Smith, Terry Sweeney, 
John Riggi, Jackie Beat, 
Sabrina Matthews, 
and Rene Hicks 

■ Creative Light 

Entertainment 



celebrate National Coming Out Day 
with these five not-so-predictable 
videos? 

The Incredibly True Adventures 
of Two Girls in Love — The title 
pretty much says it all. (New Line 
Studios) 

Late Bloomers — When two female 
staff members fall in love, all heck 
breaks lose in a Bible Belt high school. 
(Strand Releasing Home Video) 




forms in a smart business suit, 
the only splash of color coming from 
a bright green tie. 

Beat performs his act as though he 
were still in drag, and his humor often 
rums abruptly from sweet and campy to 
cutting and bitter. Hicks starts strong, 
wittily recounting the particular pres- 
sures of being black and gay — a neigh- 
bor's reaction: "That's like giving the 
Ku Klux Klan a two-for-one free 
,'■» v card" — but she soon fumbles 
into a cluttered sermon con- 
. ' necting the roller derby to a 
pseudo-biblical allegory of the 
- • "gayites." 

Renzi, a stand-up rookie, 
skips his coming-out story, fo- 
cusing instead on his "first 
time" with someone else's 
prom date. Vets Sweeney and 
Smith couldn't be more differ- 
ent — Sweeney's warmly funny, 
J straightforward (no pun intended) 
narrative about his life contrasting 
with Smith's wry, perceptive routine 
that reveals next to nothing about the 
man himself. 

It's Matthews and Riggi, however, 
who steal the show. Matthews, with her 
easygoing style and flawless comic 
timing, is an absolute charmer. (On 
why she waited to come out to her mom 
"I never thought that she would like it — 
the coming-out, the fact that I wasn't kid- 
ding...") Riggi, meanwhile, tosses off 
perfecdy clipped riffs about straight male 
coworkers before closing with a coming- 
out story so poignant that no retelling 
could do it justice. In fact, Riggi's part 
of this Party ends so well that you can 
easily cry if you want to. ■ 

Vary also writes for Entertainment 
Weekly. 



My So-called Life: The Complete 
Series — Queer teen Rickie goes 
through a lot in this canceled-too-soon 
classic. (Ventura Distribution) 

Trevor — This hilarious, poignant 
short speaks to anyone who felt differ- 
ent as a kid. (Water Bearer Films) 

Yentl — Think about it: Yentl reveals 
"his" secret after hiding "his" love for 
a guy and marrying a woman for 
show. (MGM/UA) 
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Lifestyles gives you the best of both worlds. Our latex 
condoms offer the ultimate in "stretchability" for real 
comfort and peace of mind, and our new liquid 

lubricants definitely prove that wetter is better! 
Who says you can't have it all? 



LifeStyles w 

BRAND CONDOMS •/ 



Proven protection that feels really good!™ 

www.lifestyles.com 



CAUTION: Spermicidal lubricants Are Not For Rectal Use or 
More-Than-Once-A-Day Vaginal Use. 



Enter our 
"Win a Trip to the 
Pleasure Zone" Sweepstakes! 

You and a friend could find yourselves at a luxury 
spa for 6 days/5 nights! For details and to enter, 
visit www.lifestyles.com/zonesweeps 

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY PURCHASE WILL NOT IMPROVE CHANCE OE WINNING. Musi be resident of the 50 United States 
excluding Florida and Rhode Island' and as of September 1 , 2003, be 1 8 years old have Internet access, and a valid e mail 
account. Enter online at htta://vrww.litestylR.corn/zonesweeps. Eull official rules available at this address. Sweepstakes begins 
September 1 , 2003, and ends December 31 , 2003. Odds of winning depend on number of eligible entries received Approximate 
retail value of grand prize luxury spa trip is S6,000 (trip must be token within 1 8 months of sponsor's notification to the grand prize 
winner); 20 first-place prizes of LiteStyles Pleasure Pocks, retail value S50 each. Sponsor is Ansell Healthcare Inc., 200 Scnulz Drive, 
Red Bank, New Jersey 07701 . Winners list available from sponsor after March 1 , 2004. Void in Rondo, Rhode Island, and where prohibited. 
LHeStyles and Proven Protection That Feels Really Good!" are trademarks of Ansell Heahncare Inc., or an affiliate. © 2003 All Rights Reserved. 




A Success Story of Building Expedia 



An inspiring story of a 
lesbian who caught the 
attention of Bill Gates 
and went on to develop 
Expedia. Woven throughout 
this memoir is her personal 
coming out story describing 
the love she has shared 
with her partner of 20 years 



Oct 17- 8 to 10PM 
Signing Party at 
GirlBar in LA 

Oct 18 -7:30PM at 
A Different Light 
Bookstore West Hollywood 

Oct 19 -5PM 
Obelisk Bookstore 
in San Diego 




Available in bookstores 
everywhere or at 
www.sorayab.com 
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Want One, the third release from Rufus Wainwright, 
confirms the gay troubadour's spot in the musical pantheon 
By Michael Giltz 



Want One ■ Rufus Wainwright 
■ DreamWorks Records 

Now it's time to get really excit- 
ed about Rufus Wainwright. A 
distinctive debut bristling with 
promise is always nice. A solid 
follow-up is better. But now 
the son of acclaimed musicians Loudon 
Wainwright HI and Kate McGarrigle has 
bettered himself. With Want One (the 
first of two releases; Want Two is due 
out early next year), Wainwright has de- 
livered a third album that fulfills the 
mighty expectations he's raised. 

Can we talk about a song being 
"Rufusian" yet? Certainly the lead 
track, "Oh What a World," qualifies. It 



begins with Gregorian chant-like 
background vocals; adds an ominous, 
vaguely classical, chugging brass 
melody; slips in a playful string arpeg- 
gio; delivers deadpan lyrics like "Why 
am I always on a plane or a fast train / 
Oh what a world my parents gave 
me"; and then — -amid a quote from 
Ravel's Bolero — climaxes with the 
newfound optimism coursing through 
the album by saying, "Wouldn't it be a 
lovely headline? / 'Life is beautiful.' " 

That brash opener is just the begin- 
ning for a collection of 14 terrific songs 
that never flags for a moment. Typical, 
dull pop songs simply return again and 
again to the chorus until it's ingrained in 
your head. The songs on Want One 



THE ADVOCATE I 78 I OCTOBER 14, 2003 



Copyright! 



surge forward at a gallop, swerving this 
way and that but always building to glo- 
rious climaxes; in one tune he urges, 
"Stop me making movies of myself." 
But these certainly aren't home movies 
he's talking about They're Technicolor 
musicals delivered with panache. 

"Go or Go Ahead" is an epic with an 
anthemic, cast-of-thousands chorus 
complete with an ecstatic guitar solo 
that would make Freddie Mercury 
proud. "14th Street" (which ends with 
a banjo fade-out courtesy of his mom) 
and the thumping "Beautiful Child" 
aren't far behind. (Other guests in- 
clude guitarist Charlie Sexton, Rufus's 
talented sister Martha, and pal Teddy 
Thompson.) 

What's different? Well, it's no coin- 
cidence his second album was called 
Poses. Wainwright seemed desperate 
to be world-weary, and half the fun of 
his first two records was seeing his 
pleasure at wallowing in misery. Now, 
while his music is no less grand, Wain- 
wright is no longer onstage all the 
time, as he lets us behind the curtain 
instead. Whether it's the lovely 
"Natasha," the vulnerable "Vibrate" 
("My phone's on vibrate for you"), or 
the wrenching closer, "Dinner at 
Eight" (about his anger toward his fa- 
ther), it's more convincingly personal 
and sincere than ever. 

The Wainwright of a few years ago 
(before recently fessing up to problems 
with crystal meth and sex) would have 
known what to make of a song called 
"Want." But what does he sing here — 
and sing so sweetly it breaks your 
heart? "I just wanna be my dad / With a 
slight sprinkling of my mother / And 
work at the family store." 

Will this album break him into the 
big time? It's the wrong question. No 
one sits around wondering when 
Randy Newman or Joni Mitchell or 
Scott Walker or Leonard Cohen is 
going to get another hit single. They're 
all uniquely talented artists who exist 
proudly outside the Top 40 universe 
yet pervasively influence it. And with 
Want One, Wainwright proves he be- 
longs right beside them. Wainwright 
has always had the confidence; now 
he has the goods. ■ 

Based in New York, Giltz is a regular 
contributor to several periodicals, 
including the New York Post. 
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BREAK AWAY 
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Pop combo the Aluminum Group keeps things polished 
and stylish on their latest CD By Lawrence Ferber 




More Happyness ■ The Aluminum 
Group ■ Wishing Tree Records 

The release of More Happy- 
ness marks the second entry 
in the Aluminum Group's 
Happyness concept-album 
trilogy, although one could 
argue that this group is all concept. 
An erudite, postmodern easy-listening 
outfit with gay Chicago-based broth- 
ers John and Frank Navin (pictured 
above) at the center, the Aluminum 
Group boasts class, art, aesthetics, 
and irony: During their lounge act- 
gone-nouveau concerts last year, the 
Prada-bedecked pair were accompa- 
nied exclusively by iPods. 

Like Happyness before it, More 
Happyness cleverly beds lyrics about 
not entirely happy things within pleas- 
ant, misleading melodic pillows of lush 
vocals, electronics, guitar, samples, 



strings, horns, and sophisticated per- 
cussion. Think the Style Council filled 
out by Steely Dan, Brian Wilson, Burt 
Bacharach, and Coil. 

The track "Youth Is Wasted on Noth- 
ing" is rife with knowing choruses easi- 
ly sung while exchanging glances, 
nods, and interpretive hand gestures. 
(Steve and Eydie — or better yet, Liza — 
here's a song you need to cover.) 

Hooks are sometimes overshad- 
owed or bumped by texture and pro- 
duction. That's not necessarily bad, 
but as a result there's little as melodi- 
cally single-ready as Happyness's 
"Pop" or "Oxygen," although the 
peppy "Youth Is Wasted on Nothing" 
sure gets close. And if you can get 
past the completely avant-pretentious 
misstep of the blippy, clicky "Snow- 
flake," you'll enjoy hearing bossa nova 
get a flattering Aluminum brushing 
with "Colored Town." "Little Boy" and 



"Wheat and Tare" are both lullaby- 
loverly. 

A queer quotient exists in "Motorcy- 
cles" and "Without the Erte." The for- 
mer, written with Matthew Shepard in 
mind, addresses a conservative element 
who "see their worlds through scopes 
on rifles / in motorcades and motorcy- 
cles." Even more direct, "Without the 
Erte" relays one of John's lusty hook-up 
experiences, a wellspring tapped on 
most of the group's albums, notably 
Pelo's "Tom of Finland" and Piano's 
"Sugar & Promises." Bouncy percussion 
and Gary Numan-esque synth flourish- 
es add perky perversity to a tale of pick- 
ing up a tattooed "ghoul in a thrift 
store" and ditching an Erte print in lieu 
of hot sex. When's the last time you 
heard about that in a Coldplay song? ■ 

Ferber has also written for Entertain- 
ment Weekly and Time Out New York. 
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He's a pig success 




Illustrator Ian Falconer dazzles children with 
his best-selling books starring Olivia the pig 
By Michael Giltz 



III 



■ was trying to get the book finished while 
I I was doped up on Percocets," laughs Ian 
I Falconer, who juggled intestinal surgery 
I and myriad other projects while 
I completing Olivia. ..and the 
Missing Toy (Simon & Schuster, $16.95) 
As any child could teU you, Olivia her- 
self would have met the challenge un- 
fazed. A self-possessed little pig who 
generally "just does the most con- 
trary thing possible," Olivia is one of 
the most acclaimed new characters 
in children's literature and the star 
of Falconer's three number 1 best- 
selling picture books. 

A star himself among illustra- 
tors, Falconer published Olivia in 
2000 and shot right by the dreaded 
sophomore slump with 200 l's hit 
Olivia Saves the Circus. "This one 
was more scary," though, admits the 
43-year-old artist. After all, Falconer 
has seen Olivia blossom from a gift for a 
relative into a publishing phenomenon with 2 
million copies in print, not to mention related toys 
like Olivia dolls and paint sets. 

After three years of working feverishly, Falconer 
finally had to take a rest — whether he liked it or 
not — thanks to an abscessed colon that required an 
operation. "I was supposed to go to Moscow to do 




Sleeping Beauty at the Bolshoi," 
he says regretfully. "But I can- 
celed. I was invited by [director] 
Joe Mantello to do the sets for the 
musical Wicked. But I just decided I 
can't do it. It's almost like this hap- 
pened because I've been working so 
much it forced me to stop." 

Chatting in his apartment in lower 
Manhattan, Falconer is quiet and a lit- 
tle shy, apologizing for not being a bet- 
ter interview and revealing that he 
never does readings, just signings. 

"Children are so honest and direct," 
says Falconer. "I was doing a book 
signing just a couple of weeks ago. A little girl 
was looking at my picture on the dust jacket and 
said, 'Was this picture taken a long, long time 
ago?' 'Yes, why?' 'Because you look a lot younger 
[in the photo].'" 

Unlike children's book authors of previous gen- 
erations, Falconer has always been out. He knew 
he was gay, or at least appreciative of men, right 
from the start. "One of my earliest memories is 
being in the locker room at the yacht club," says 
Falconer. "I was probably only 5 or 6 years old. I 
was looking around at all the naked men and 
thinking, Wow!" 

But when the biggest names in kids' lit- 
erature reached out to the latest star, 
Falconer became shy again. "I was 
thrilled Maurice [Sendak] left me a 
message saying he loved the [first] 
book. So did Hilary Knight [illustra- 
tor of the famed Eloise books]," 
says Falconer, who is single. "I was 
so intimidated by them at that mo- 
ment — it was when the books first 
came out. And I was too shy about 
celebrities to call them back. But 
Maurice left me this message that 
said, 'Hi, Ian. It's, uh... Maurice 
Sendak. Um, I'm in the country right 
now. You can call me back here. You 
can leave me a message on my answer- 
ing machine. If I'm not here, I'll probably 
be out in the garden or, um, slitting my wrists 
or something.' He's very dark and funny." 

Falconer plans to do one more book — Olivia 
Does Christmas — and then walk away. "I think four 
books would make a nice boxed set." says Falconer. 
That's his plan, but don't be surprised if Olivia de- 
cides otherwise. ■ 
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Surviving high school 



Three out novelists talk about 
the rewards of writing books 
for teens discovering their 
sexuality By Dave White 



In high school, Alex Sanchez says, 
he was "closeted and shut down." 
But he found comfort in the li- 
brary. "Librarians know us," says 
Sanchez. "I've heard from some 
that when they find a misshelved book 
that's gay-themed, they leave it where it 
is — because they know that some kid is 
coming back to keep reading it in se- 
cret." These days, Sanchez and other 
out writers are breaking the silence 
with smart novels for gay and question- 
ing teens. 

"You've helped change the world," 
says a lesbian high school teacher to a 
gay male student who has just come 
out under difficult circumstances in 
Sanchez's forthcoming Rainbow High 
(Simon and Schuster, $16.95). This sim- 
ple, truthful moment doesn't shout its 
message, and that's what makes it so 
moving. "We have power to make so- 
cial change happen, even if it's in a 
small way," says Sanchez, who also 
wrote Rainbow High's predecessor, 
Rainbow Boys, which in 2001 was 
named a Best Book for Young Adults 
by the American Library Association. 

Both Boys and High focus on three 
high school senior friends — Jason, 
Kyle, and Nelson — sharing the burden 
of college decisions, the fear of coming 
out, the yearning for love, worry about 
AIDS, and, naturally, the question of 
what to do about the prom. At first, it 
was a tough sell. "A few publishers did 
not know what to make of it," says the 
single, Virginia-based author. "They 
didn't know if there was a market." 

Simon and Schuster took a chance 
on Boys, cross-marketing the novel to 
both young readers and adults — and 
the sequel is proof that this move paid 
off. But, more important, Sanchez is 
happy to be a voice for kids. "It's been 




Telling tales out of school (clockwise from top): young-adult novelists Hartinger, Sanchez, Peters 

"I've received 
E-mails from 

straight 
teenage boys 
who say, 
'I always 
thought 
gay guys 
were gross 
before...'" 

— Alex Sanchez 





inspiring to me to see [the book] moti- 
vating people to take action in their 
own lives, whether it means they start- 
ed a gay-straight alliance or came out 
or just understood more. I've received 
E-mails from straight teenage boys who 
say, 'I always thought gay guys were 
gross before...'" 

Julie Anne Peters's first lesbian- 



themed young-adult novel, Keeping You 
a Secret (Little, Brown, $16.95), covers 
similar emotional terrain but keeps its 
focus on two girls in love. When Cece, 
an openly lesbian transfer student, 
meets Holland, the Stanford-bound high 
achiever, Holland doesn't know what 
hit her. Intense bonding and equally in- 
tense conflict ensue. 
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Initially, the Colorado-based Peters 
didn't want to write this book. tt I have a 
body of work, children's books, that I've 
been writing for the past 13 years," she 
says. "Then my editor asked, 'Why don't 
you write me a young-adult lesbian love 
story?' To which I responded, 'Are you 
crazy?' I was so afraid of that kind of 
global outing. I had fans I felt protective 
of. I didn't want to be accused of luring 
young girls to 'the dark side.' But so 
many stories aren't being told that need 
to be told." 

Sherrie Leggett, Peters's partner of 29 
years, encouraged her, and the re- 
sponse to Secret has overwhelmed its 
creator. "If the volume of mail is any in- 
dication, there's a hunger for this, a 
yearning," says Peters. "In the first 
month I must have gotten hundreds of 
letters. I'm amazed — and I could kick 
myself for not doing it earlier." 

Brent Hartinger's Geogmphy Club is 
a first for him too: his first published 
novel. It came after years of banging on 
the publishing world's door, writing 
books and scripts, and freelancing for 
magazines (including Hie Advocate) as 
well as the world of greeting card senti- 
ments ("Like everything in writing, they 
picked the cards that I thought sucked, 
and the ones I liked they rejected"). 
Now the author, who lives in Tacoma, 
Wash., with novelist Michael Jensen, Iris 
partner of 12 years, is basking in the 



praise the book has received. 

Geography Club (HarperCollins, 
$15.99), which brings to mind a queer 
Bieakfast Club, follows a diverse group 
of high schoolers who stumble across 
one another, forming new bonds in an 
after-school group of their own design. 
Though they name it Geography Club 
hoping that the boredom factor will keep 
others away, the kids find they must rise 
to meet the challenges of visibility. 

The 38-year-old Hartinger, who cofa- 
cilitates a gay-straight alliance at his old 
Jesuit high school, echoes his fellow 
authors' concern for queer kids who 
face even bigger hassles now that 
they're more visible. "People my age 
could often leave [homosexuality] un- 




said. Now it's all said," Har- 
tinger says. "We have to listen to 
people debate the morality of our exis- 
tence; kids come out earlier; more 
schools have gay-straight alliances. 

"The upside to this," Hartinger adds, 
"is that they don't necessarily have to 
be deprived of an adolescence. The 
gay-straight alliances I've seen would 
surprise people with just how innocent 
they are. And it's a chance for gay 
teenagers to flirt and have crushes and 
do all the completely adolescent tilings 
that gay kids were not allowed to do 20 
years ago." ■ 

White writes about film for El Online. 






GLBTQ: The Survival 
Guide for Queer & 
Questioning Teens 
■ Kelly lluegelBFree Spirit 
$15.95 



Khen you're 
young, you 
need answers 
fiction can't 
give. What 's 
mat hotline number? How 
do you respond to yet an- 
other ignorant question 
al k >ut your sexuality? And 



where can you go for advice 
that doesn't pander to you 
because of your age or 
creep you out like your high 
school guidance counselor 
does? Enter GIJTlXj, a book 
(hat valiantly tries to cover 
as many bases as jxwsible 
in its desire to help the gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgen- 
dered, intersexed, or ques- 
tioning adolesc ent navigate 
the w orld. 

Back in the bad old days 
there was only one rule: 



Don't speak about your dif- 
ference. Now the options 
and decisions are dizzying. 
Bui GIJ3TQ conies through, 
with real-life examples of 
how to deal with school, 



parents, friends, enemies, 
identity, sex, dating health, 
depression, religion, col- 
lege, work — everything. 

Author Kelly Huegel has 
taken an overw helming 
amount of infi nutation and 
( irganized it so it's easy to 
read. Teens can find strate- 
gies for coping with outside 
pressure and prejudic e; re- 
source guides for Wei > sites, 
books, and support groups; 
and personal, capsule-size 
stories from real kids' expe- 
riences. She lias created an 
indispensable map through 
the wilderness, one that 
should be issued to every 
queer kid immediately. 

— Dave Wliitc 
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Anime, mon amour 



Forget Pokemon— Japanese animation explodes with gay, 
lesbian, and trans themes By Charles Solomon 



The dashing special agent is 
about to hurl himself into eter- 
nal oblivion when he's pulled 
from the brink by the beautiful 
blond man who loves him. The 
woman who challenged the heroine for 
the emperor's affection turns out to be a 
man. A young hero's attempt to imper- 
sonate a princess collapses when her 



female lover climbs into bed with him 

Welcome to the gender-bending 
world of anime (Japanese animation). 
In Japan animated features, TV shows, 
and direct-to-video series include every 
genre and type of character — including 
gay men, lesbians, and transvestites. 

"What's interesting about the homo- 
sexual characters in anime is that their 



sexuality is almost never a plot point It's 
just taken for granted," comments Justin 
Sevakis, in-house production coordina- 
tor at Central Park Media, a leading dis- 
tributor of anime in the United States. 

For example, the villainous Dr. Mura- 
ki lusts after Tsuzuki, the handsome 
hero of Descendants of Darkness, but 
Tsuzuki loves the emerald-eyed Hisoka 
Nuriko is a respected member of the 
cadre of powerful warriors in Fushigi 
Yugi: The Mysterious Play, although 
he's a transvestite. In El-Hazard: The Al- 
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Beautiful boys from Fushigi Ki/ff/ (opposite), heroine Akari from fhe Battle Athletes series 
(above), and Descendants of Darkness" % gay lust object Hisoka (above, right) 



ternative Wonid, Princess Fatora devel- 
ops a crush on Lieutenant Gilda of the 
emperor's guards. 

Perhaps the oddest use of gay charac- 
ters in anime is yaoi: romances between 
young gay men that are created by 
women for female audiences, especially 
adolescent girls. "A lot of the lesbian im- 
agery that we see in American pop cul- 
ture is meant to tantalize male viewers," 
says Central Park Media president John 
O'Donnell. "The opposite is true in 
Japan: A lot of the male homoeroticism 
in anime is meant for a female audience 
and is written by females for females." 

Yaoi fans produce reams of manga 
(comics), illustrations, and fan fiction 
involving male characters from such 
hetero boys' series as Gundam Wing 
and Saiyuki. The phenomenon is 
spreading to the United States. More 
than 1,000 people are expected to at- 
tend the annual Yaoi-Con in San Fran- 
cisco in October. "The convention 
membership is about 85% female," says 
April Gutierrez, public relations chair of 
Yaoi-Con. "It's predominantly straight 
females, although we also get gay and 
straight guys." 

Some anime characters behave in 
ways that are suggestive but ambiguous. 
In Cardcaptor Sakum two girls comment 
that "one of the seven strangest things 



about this school" is that Saku- 
ra's handsome older brother 
Touya and his inseparable pal 
Yukito don't have girlfriends. 
When Yoko tells Touya she 
loves him, he says he loves 
someone else — but doesn't say 
whom. In on- 
line forums, 
fans furiously 
debate the na- 
ture of the rela- 
tionships be- 
tween Fuma 
and Kamui in X 
and between 
Fiore and Darren 
in Sa ilor Moon R 
Tlxe Movie. 

There's a long 
history of cross- 
gender entertain 
ment in Japan. On 
nagata, kabuki 
actors who special- 
ize in female roles, embody an 
ideal of refined ultrafemininity. 
The elaborate Takarazuka 
Revue, in which women play all 
the parts, has been popular 
since it began in the early 20th 
century. 

Gay characters in anime ► 





j^jJjJitf: 

These 10 DVD titles 
offer an overview of 
gay anime characters, 
arranged in ascending 
order of their queerness 
quotient: 



Ranma 54: 
OAV Series 
An excellent introduction to 
t he popular gender-bending 
comedy. (Viz) QQ: I 

Sailor Moon S: 
Heart 
Collection 

Sailor Scouts Uranus and 
Neptune help Serena and 
her friends fight evil. 
(Pioneer) QQ: 2 



Battle Athletes 
m Victory 

At their all-girls satel- 
lite school, Kits pursues 
Akari; the transgendered Anna 
appeal^ in the first 1!» episodes. 
(Pioneer) QQ: 3 



Tall, thin, and beautiful, Fuma and 
Kotori epitomize the yaoi boy. 
(Pioneer) QQ 4 

continued on ixige 88 
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The outrageous gender- and species-shifting 
characters from Ranma 'A (above); Kurumi 
(below) is a robot who attracts the attentions 
of another female droid in Steel Angel Kurumi. 

are sometimes played for laughs. In Bat- 
tle Athletes Victory the girls dress in 
skimpy outfits to distract the boys dur- 
ing an interscholastic match; the 
strategy backfires when 
the boys' school sends 
gay players. 

But other ani- 
me characters are 
unapologetically 
gay. In Battle Ath- 
letes and its spin- 
off Battle Athletes 
Victory Kris walks 
around the dorm 
naked, offering other 
girls massages. Griffith 
blithely prostitutes himself to a 
dirty old man to finance his army in 
Berserk. The girls in Sailor Moon S: 
Heart Collection fall for Haruka (Sailor 
Neptune) only to discover "he" is a girl 
who dresses as a boy and hangs out with 
ultrafeminine violinist Michiru (Sailor 
Uranus). None of the characters in these 
series go beyond an embrace or a kiss, al- 
though much more explicit material is 
available in Japan. 

"Anime explores things they'd never 
do in live action or American anima- 
tion — you certainly couldn't have 14- 
year-old boys falling in love," says fan 
Justin Rogers, 22, of New York City. 
"Nuriko in Fushigi Yugi is a good 
character, but Ranma is even better — 
a perpetually transgendered character. 
It doesn't get any more interesting 
than that!" 




But for no-holds-barred 
gender tweaking, Rumiko 
Takahashi's outrageous Ranma % 
takes the cake. Because he fell 
into a cursed spring in 
China, teenage martial 
artist Ranma Saotome 
turns into a buxom red- 
haired girl when he's hit 
with cold water. (Hot 
water restores him.) 
"Boy-type" Ranma 
squabbles with his 
girlfriend Akane, 
while "girl-type" 
Ranma — who's still 
a boy inside — 
fights off the ad- 
vances of vari- 
ous guys. 

"In Japan chil- 
dren's manga and 
anime have much 
more flexibility in gender role 
depiction, especially 
when elements of 
fantasy or humor 
are involved," con- 
cludes Frederik 
Schodt, the author 
of Manga! Manga! 
Tlie Woiid of Japa- 
nese Comics. "It's 
surprising to see 
how young Ameri- 
cans enjoy the same 
stories that Japanese 
kids do." ■ 

Solomon unites about 
animation for the Los 
Angeles Times and 
other publications. 




m£&C USER' 5 
CLUB! 



continued from jHigc 87 

Magic User's Club! 

The saucy Abu- 
ratsubo regularly 
tries to seduce 
his friend Takeo. 
(Anime Works) 
QCL-5 

Revolution- 
ary Girl 
Utena: The 
Black Rose 
Collection 
A cross-dressing 
teen fantasy with 
suggestions of 
homosexuality, les- 
bianism, and incest 
(U.S. Manga Corps) 
QGL6 



Fushigi Yugi: 
The Mysterious 
Play 

The transvestite 
Nuriko is one of the 
stars of this supernat- 
ural adventure- 
romance. (Pioneer) 
QQ:7 



rKl\BSS 




Steel Angel 
Kurumi 

Android Saki 
nurtures a lesbian passion for "big sis" 
robot Kurumi. 
(ADV) act 8 



El-Hazard 

Of t he three El-Hazard sto- 
ries, lesbians Alielle and 
Fatora figure prominently 
in its Alternative World 
and Magnificent Woiid 
adventures. (Pioneer) 
QCL9 



Descendants of 
Darkness 

All the men in the cast 
appear to be interested 
in each other, if not 
clearly gay, especially 
protagonists Tsuzuki 
and Hisoka (U.S. 
Manga Corps) 
QGL A solid IO 
— Charles Solomon 
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Cash... 

or Your 
ife Insurance Policy! 



Life Partners 

Helping People with 
HIV / AIDS since 1991 




Life Partners, Inc., America's oldest 
and largest Viatical Settlement funding 
company, has helped thousands of 
Americans sell their life insurance policies. 
And We're Still Doing It! 



For quick and confidential 
information, call: 

1-800-693-0062 



For a FastTrac " application go to: 

www.lifeDartnersinc.com 
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The last of Leonard & Larry 



A new collection features 
the last of the popular 
gays-next-door comic strip 
By Andy Mangels 



II 



Leonard and Larry are 
not perpetually young 
and unrealistic," says 
writer-artist Tim 
Barela. "It's something 
the readers can identify with." But 
while one of gay comics' favorite cou- 
ples has resiliently weathered gay 
bashings, grandparenthood, and more 
gray mustache hairs than they can 
count, the book has closed on 
"Leonard & Larry," the comic strip, just 
shy of its 20th anniversary. The new 
collection How Real Men Do It 
(Palliard Press) will archive 
Barela's final episodes of 
the popular series. 

"Leonard & Larry" de- 
buted in 1984 in the pages of 
Gay Comix. Barela had al- 
ready achieved popularity as 
a cartoonist in straight motor- 
cycle magazines, but his new 
creation explored an area of 
gay life — domesticity — that in- 
terested few of his contempo- 
raries in gay comics. Leonard 
was a fashion photographer, and 
Larry owned a leather shop in West Hol- 
lywood. A monogamous couple in an 
era of sexual freedom, Leonard and 
Larry faced all sorts of sitcomesque 
foibles as their gay and straight friends 
and family moved in and out of story- 
lines. "It was very much a sitc om and a 
soap opera, but real life is in a lot of 
ways," says Barela. "That's where the 
humor in real life comes from." 

The fact that his characters aged in 
real time is something that Barela 
thinks makes "Leonard & Larry" more 
interesting. The strip also covered plot- 
lines from gay parenting to TV stars 
outing themselves to gay priests years 
before such topics became subjects for 
the mainstream media. "I just did what 
seemed to flow naturally," says Barela, 
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"to tackle subjects that were pertinent 
to me at the time, that felt interesting, 
and that I felt weren't being tackled by 
other cartoonists or other segments of 
the gay media" 

A regular feature in The Advocate 
from 1988 to 1990, "Leonard & Larry" 
later enjoyed a 12-year run in Frontiers 
magazine — along with a voracious fan 
base — until the magazine decided to 
cancel the strip in early 2002. Despite a 
massive letter-writing campaign and 
many subscriber cancellations, Fron- 
tiers chose not to reinstate the strip, 
and Barela has been unable to find a 
suitable home for it since. 

"It was very much 
a sitcom and a 
soap opera, 
but real life 
/.s in a lot of ways. 
That's where the 
humor in real life 
comes from." 

"I know I have a lot of loyal fans out 
there," Barela says. "People have sug- 
gested I could put it out on the Internet, 
but I've got to make a living. I'm sure 
that there are ways that it could be done 
selling advertising or with me self- 
syndicating the strip or something like 
that, but unlike certain other wonderful, 
very gifted cartoonists — like Alison 
Bechdel — I'm not that kind of busi- 
nessperson. I'm not an entrepreneur, 
and I hate computers. I would need a 
publisher, and no publisher — even 
when approached — has expressed an 
interest in my strip." 

In Hotv Real Men Do It, the fourth 
"Leonard & Larry" collection, there's a 
marriage, an eviction, and a hot straight 
contractor who becomes the object of 
affection when he remodels the kitchen. 
After all, asks Barela, "how many gay 
men have had the hots for a workman 
that comes to their houses?" 

Now unemployed, Barela spends his 
time participating in historical Old West 
reenactments. "That keeps me from 
going crazy," he says. "I've been doing 
cartooning for so many years. Time to 
do something else, I guess." ■ 

Mangels is a best-selling Star Trek, Star 
Wars, and entertainment writer. 




are again, how <li<l this hap- 
pen!* Why do T always end up hark here? What can 
the 1 9th treatment center teach me that I haven't heard 
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What I found at PRIDE was the staff tool 
help me become willing. 1 feW safe enough 



ie staff took the time to 
to look into 

the real reason why 1 h.ad these feelings. When I did. 1 
ealized that it was not hecaurfe of the drugs and alco- 
hol, it was because of the way I felt about myself. 

I began to experience something 1 hadn't in a long 
time. . .pride. I never thought that was possible, but witbi 
the PRIDE INSTITUTE, and two years and two 
months behind me, I look in trfe mirror and see that in- 
side as well as outside, I am a different person. 

-Ruben tfflP 



Just Call 
TPRIDE 

INSTITUTE 
800-54-PKJDE 



www.pride-institute.com 

Chicago, IL 
Dallas, TX 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 
Minneapolis, MN 
New York, NY 
Summit, NJ 



The nation*) lender in treating tliv Gay, Lesbian . 
Bisexual and Transgender communities for over 1 7 years. 
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SAVE MONEY ON NEW HOME 
APPLIANCES 

No State Sales Charge (except NJI, Factory Sealed 
with Full Manufacturers Warranties. Lowest Prices on 
all brands. Call for quotes. 888-828-3302 
www.appliancesbuyphone.com 

Art & Collectibles 




Astrology 



Victoria's Secrets 

God Gifted. Solves problems. Powerful love 
specialist. Reunites soulmates. 1-318-868-3222 

(Lauren) Love Speciaist 

Gain the one you desire. Find love and passion 
forever. Guaranteed immediate results. 
1-800-218-5597 

Restores Sexuality 

Kayla Berry. Love Specialist. Keep lover forever. 
Removes obstacles. Stops break-ups. 
Results hours. 1-800-339-4561 



Books 



mirw.annence.com 



Saturday Night at the Baths Gifts/Shopping 

ei/ia cti-tm nf tho WnrlH tvmnnc Print inont 1 1 ^^^"^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



The inside story of the World Famous Continental 
Baths where Bette Midler got her start. To get your 
300pg "E" copy of the book @ $10.00. email 
sostrow@bigpond.net.au 

Business Opportunities 

800-GAYROSE 

Over ten years serving the National Gay and Lesbian 
Community, 80O# for sending flowers and web- 
address for sale. E-Mail serious inquiries to 
Jamesgayrose@aol.com 

Checks 



VISIBI1 IIY-IVOIUFION I-8O0-77I-24W 



V - - >r«X .5 
~ "c«ir oiticrjMfct ^r^Chect Us On 

i.*hi«m ■ \/ 



WWW.CHKLSOLT.COM 



Education 

Accredited Universities 

Full credit for life and work experience. Free 
evaluation. All degree levels and fields. Very fast, 
private. Student loans, www.arrc.org. 
800-951-1203. tax 413-674-9378. 

Film s/Videos/Mus ic 





■ S»n Diego • WuNncton, DC • Lu Vegas • Phoenix • Scottsdale ■■ 

This is a fantastic 

RANCHISE O PPORTUNITY ! 

For additional information on how you can obtain a 




Bar & Grille Franchise 

visit our website www.HamburgerMarys.net 
or call Toll-free (888) 834 -MARY (6279) 

EAT, DRINK, and be- MARY 



TM 



■iMJ.II.I ll.l'JTTmi Dr Dallas • Palm Springs • Philadelphia and Your City! 



www.tanphotos.co.uk/grfts.htm 

Exclusive gifts from cards to key rings, film eels to 
fridge magnets, that are ONLY available from this 
site - Julie. Bette Davis. Joan Crawford. Cruella de 
Vil, Judy Garland. Barbra. Liza and many more. 

ZEBRAZ.com 

World's Largest Gay and Lesbian Department Store 
byMail 

www.RanboWarehouse.com 

MORE than just PRIDE and Rainbow! 
But we have that too! 

www.rapondandco.com 

Need a gift for someone special, or something you 
need everyday? We have it! Take a look. 

Shop In Private 

Shop in private for over 1,000 personal products 
and private items. A discreet, private and secure 
environment. www.ShoplnPnvate.com 
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Specials 

Cards. Novelties. Gifts. Jewelry. Clothes 
Suckers. Pnde Merchandise. Books. 
Toys. Calendars and much more! 
www.do— vourmotherfcnow.com 



April Glass 

Offering tine gifts and home accessories. 
44-09 Queens Blvd.,Sunnyside, NY (718) 937-7578. 
www.aprilglass.com 



Everything You Never Knew 
You Had To Have 

More Than 1 ,200 Items 
Great Gifts For Men & Women 
2004 Calendars Now Available 
Much More Then Just Rainbow 

S«c«rt Stopping - An hUJor Cvrta Accepted 

Established Business Since 1993 




Hair & Skin Care 



F, 



C- 




FagaI Care Center 

www. fac i alca recc uirr.com 

Facial Exercise DVD 
Copper Peptide Products 
Sun Protection Products 




Minneapolis 763 588 0851 
Wayzata 952 476 0299 



Health & Fitness 

See display ad next page 

Insurance 

DOMESTIC PARTNERS DISCOUNTS 

California's Leading Gay Insurance Agency. 
www.communityinsuranceservices.com 
800-316-0019 

Internet 

www.gaytravelink.com 

Most comprehensive Gay/Lesbian travel website. 
Best Values. Best Service. 757-867-8177 
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*f^ M * There's always a 
♦ Iocs/ Guys 247 Party goin' on 



IP* Callers Daily 



MUST BE «• 
REG. L 0 RATES 
MAY APPLY 



Have you a 
VIDEO or FILM 

suitable for screening 

on television? 



We are a distribution organization looking tor matenaJ of interest to the gay and lesbian 
community to add to our catalogue 

It you have a project that has been completed and would like the opportunity to have ft 
screened, we may be able to assist you. We would like to hear from you if you are an 
amateur or professional video or film maker mo potK>graphy p*ase f 

Please send a written brief outline of the content, 
the duration and the recorded format to: 
gay network level 67 MLC centre 
martin place Sydney NSW 2000 auslralia 
fax: 01 1 612 9554 4532 
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Parenting 



Real Estate 



ERECTIO 

FRUSTRATION? 



BetterMAN® is scientifically proven effective. 

Study published in Official Journal of American Urological Assoc. 

Harder More Frequent Erections 

Decreases Premature Ejaculation M |jjgja 

Increases Sexual Libido ycn^. 
Decreases Urinary Frequency -^B^nfBK^ 

Promotes Prostate Health I^MJtTT^ ^f|V 

100% Natural, No Side Effects j|jfflL|||l ^^07 
Doctor Recommended I >^ 

Featured by Men' Journal, GQ ^H^F**' 
Money-Back Guarantee 

"After 3 bottles, I began to gethard, spontaneous erections in 
the middle of the day or while driving. My libido has returned 
to that of a younger man. " (CEO, mid-50s) 

888-686-2698 www.BetterMANnowcom 

Order now - confidentially! S 3 H 

Also at Pharmacies & Health Food Stores 



Jewelry 





Miscellaneous 



Commitment Bands 
✓2 



Free Colottbrochure 
800.735.2058 

WWW.DAVIDVIRTUE.COM 




Call. Guys are waiting. 

1-800PRO-MALE 

f 11110-771-llf J| 

1-900-988-4500 

tUtHm *>DnMMilBiwWtf<n 




PARTIES! 




No 900«! 
NoCC's 



GET A 

DATEV 

•Dateline* Group Parly TONIGHT 
•\m Callers Daily 



» Live I on 1 
» local Guys247 



i MUST BE 18* 
REG. L 0 RATES 
MAY WHY 3 7 3 3 




Organizations 



GLBT Discussion Group: 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 

1st Thursday monthly. 6-8pm 
Fort Smith Public Library (479) 494-0091 



Circle Surrogacy: 
East coast based 
Gay Owned • — 1 

Successful. Fast C\ YQ [ £ 
Reasonably Priced s u » i o g » c » 
John Weltman. Esq. (41 7)439-4990 

www.circlesurrogacy.com 



Growing Generations 

Building Families of Choice 
through Surrogacy for the 
Gay Community 

i For a free information packet 
_J call (323) 9G5-7500 or visit us 
uiHHa ctt. as on the Internet at 

mvwgtijHinggenerations.com 




Surrogate Mothers, Inc. 

The nation's premier surrogate program 
working with gay couples/individuals 

has dozens of women available. 
Call Steve Litz. Attorney 317-996-2000 
for more info, or visit our web site at 
www.surrogatemothers.com 



Personal Growth 



WOKKSHOPS • UTKfXJS 
ADV6NTUM TfkXVCL 

PEUONXL GROWTH 
JPIMTUXLIty • SELF DIJCOVeFvY 

SPIRIT J® URN EYS 

800-490-3684 • www.spiritjourneys.com 



NATIONAL 



Buying? Selling? Relocating? 

I'm your Gay SS (o work for you! 
( .ill Crossroads Real Estate Referrals 

today for a prompt, free referral — 
anytt hcrc.-.naiionwide. 

CrossrbadsRelocation.org 

and at 

I -8004-GAY-RELO ( I -800-442-9735) 
(since 1985 - a cut above the rest!) 



WWW.H0MEL0UNGE.COM 

The Largest Database of Gay & Gay Friendly Realtors 
on the Planet! Don't Buy or Sell Without Us! ! 
WWW.H0MEL0UNGE.COM or 
1-888-420-MOVEToll free 



MOVING? 
Anywhere Worldwide 

Local. Interstate & International 

GAYMOVER.COM 

Toll Free 866-MOVE-GAY 
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PALM SPRINGS' LEGENDARY GAY RESORT 
h e | 

rlow 



Ha 



I 



HOTEL 

PALM SPRINGS. CALIFORNIA 




THE HARLOW CLUB HOTEL Is an enchanting retreat 
evocative of gracious, sophisticated Old World European 
Charm. This gem of Spanish Colonial Architecture Is set 
In stunningly beautiful gardens, each pathway revealing a 
different visual pleasure 
The accommodations are exquisitely designed, with 
sybaritic bathrooms, romantic fireplaces, and 
charming patios. 

Complimentary breakfast buffet and Luncheon are served poolslde. 

EXPERIENCE THE ROMANCE 



To visit or obtain a color brochure call 
1-888-547-7881 760-323-3977 

www.THEHARLOW.com 

LUXURY ELEGANCF STYI 



c 




Residential Sales 
Since 1979! 
"if cvli KIAWITC A/> 



•fclWcntial WGl'OUp 

1 800 545 6022 

mtris@aol.com 
www.metrosandiego.com 




COLORADO 




M=U:M.lJ.'t'JJ: 



CRAIG MERCER 



coLouieu. 

BANKER LI 



303-283-0800 

HomeseCWMercec.com 
Free Online MLS at 
CraigMercet.com 



CONNECTICUT 



HOME-A-PHOBIC?™ 

Let Thompson Realty bring you home to the 
Community. Serving Connecticut. 203-874-5654. 
LittleSisterOS@aol.com 



FLORIDA 



Fort Lauderdale 



Andy Weiser 

Coldwell Banker's 
Top Producer* 

"Sun- Sentinel July 6. 2001 



IN 



Direct Line: 954-679-9972 
www.AndyWeiser.com 



Sarasota's 
Leader in 
Lifestyles 




Donald Geikie 
(941) 951-6660 


CwiMGij*ii>OiiiiLliugfa«<i(lwa.cOT 


Michael Saunders & Company 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 





Rob Rose 

-ort Lauderdale's Native Realtor 
23 years experience 




8(x» Rob-Rose 

7 6 2 - 7 6 7 3 


www.southfloridahome.com 
rohrosefp southfloridahome.com 
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Tampa Bay 



Call for Free Relocation Package 

Toll Free 800-393-2005 

TampaSteveRelo@aol.com 
RE /MAX ACR Elite Realty 
www.HomesOfTampaBay.com 

Steve Farst 



Thinking of moving to 
the Ft Lauderdale area? 

Let a native Floridian find 
your dream home! 

Thinking of selling? 

Let an expert get the job 
done for you! 

(800)617-9414 toll free 
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KEY WEST 

Mabry 
Binnicker 

Reactor 



I*KH1 KHII> [*W1I'I Ki ll s t'O.VCI.U. KtVLn, lM. 

(305) 294-1493 IfuMiliiitfill mm mm 




Wifa Corey. lit/Max Partners 
KMwty^rfMiraltyafli 
9W.396.51S8 



Find a Home (MLS) 
Find a Realtor (Realtors Join) 
Find a Mortgage 



Orlando-Central Florida Realtor 

Search all area listings www.OrlandoBuy.com 
Mdaraio@aol.com Coldwell Banker Madeline 
800-624-8308 407-340-8515 



FORT 
LAUDERDALE 




Luxury Townhoines 
Under Construction Now! 

• Minutes to ocean 

• Walk to Ims OUis Blvd. 

• Close to Wilton Manors 

• 2+Z3.5 wl2-car garage 

• Most with rooftop terrace 

• Secure and private 

• Community pool 

• Pets welcome 

Nearly 50% Sold Out! 

4ih Quarter 2003 Occupancy Avuilable 

Brenner Real Estate Group 

www. theEllington .net 
ToUFree 1-866-ELUNGTon 



HAWAII 



www.MauiRealEstate.tv 

Information on most Maui properties. John Hilt. RA. 
Pali Kai Realtors. 1-800-829-6284. 



BIG ISLAND, HAWAII 

20.8 acres with magnificent views, custom 3/2 
cedar home, cabin and orchard, $349,500. Thriving 
restaurant/bar business, in booming Pahoa Town 
(Puna). Hawaii, $330,000 00 Call Richard Geddes 
R(S), Pahoa Realty. 808-965-9500, 808-965-9047 
(h) or richard001@hawaii.rr.com 

GAY HOTEL MAGNIFICENT MAUI HAWAII 

12 UNITS FOR SALE - 
httpt//worldchamprick,tripod.com 



MINNESOTA 



26 years openly serving ^r^H 
GLBT buyers and sellers m 
in Minneapolis/St Paul. I 

612-91 0-2272P 91 

BOBALBRECHT 'W 

Realtor, Partner/Broker 
CounselorRealty.com/BobAlbrecht 



Dave Adams Realtor® 

Local sponsor of the GLBT television news 
magazine" In the Life" on public television. Buying. 
Selling and Relocation. Coldwell Banker Burnet. 
888-372-9832. www.DaveAdams.net 



OREGON 



PREVIEW BEST OF PORTLAND, OR 

Visit www.coolhomesinportland.com to preview 
Portland area properties in every price range, 
e-mail: jbritt@windermere.com Jim Britt, 
Windermere 503-708-6089 



TEXAS 



AUSTI 


N, TEXAS 


a 


BILL EVANS 


GRl, ABR, CRS 
Accredited Buret Representative 
www.billevans.com 
bill@billevans.com 

800-333-1890, 

ntf, PIN 1573 
FTTTiri 



WASHINGTON 



Seattle's Professionals 

with the 

<• Personal Touch 

Wi 11 

Joy Freeman Dan Doughty 
206-255-7153 

Local Expertise 
Worldwide Connections 



Joy@JoyFreeman.com 
DanDoughty@msn.com 



WixtenTiere 

REAL ESTATE/ WALL ST., INC. 



Retirement 



www.gay-retirement.com 



Travel & 

Accommodations 



INTERNATIONAL 



www.GayMexicoExperts.com 



Club Villa Azul 

A romantic, intimate and very private gay 
timeshare destination in St. Thomas 




wm 



Five fully furnished one bedroom villas each with 
private pool...part ot the RfJ Exchange program... 
Check our website www.clubviilazul.com. tor 
more information about how to loin this very 
exclusive Bub. Or call 1-800-898-9817. 



Mykonos (Greece) -On Gay Beach 

Beautiful apartments for rent (2 to 5 people) in 
splendid privately owned villa located on hill 
overlooking famous nude gay beach (super- 
paradise). Available from May to November. 
Tastefully decorated Greek-Cycladic style, sunny and 
peaceful, south oriented, breathtaking view over bay 
and several islands. Prices starting per apart from 
130 euros/day. Minimum rental 7 days. Infos Marc 
(Dec-Apr. 011-4127-481-6109) phone-fax (May- 
Nov. 011-30-22890-25645) phone-fax Email: 
Barrasmarc@yahoo.com Net: www.madraoula.com 



NATIONAL 



New for 

2003 


DAMR<*N 




■ "I 

\\\\\ ~ai 








D A M R i 


> N 


the first Nome ontf the Uit Ward in fini travel Guide* 

www.damron.com 
800-462-6654 



ARIZONA 



Tucson - Tortuga Roja Men's B&B 

Southern Arizona's resort for men. Desert/mountain 

view rooms/adobe cottage. 800-467-6822. 
redtrtl@tortugaroja.com, http://tortugaroja.com. 



Col 



aterial 



CALIFORNIA 



SOUTH PALM DESERT 

Enchanted, private, artist casita, 2bed. 2bath. pool, 
pet friendly, week/month, reserve now! ! 1 1 1 1 
323-876-9387 



HAWAII 



ST. CROIX 




New. Gay Ownership & 
Management Once Again! 



■ 



•J* I 



•VISIT* 
Sand Castle On The Beach 

in America's Paradise! 
St. Croix, The Gay-Friendly 
US Virgin Island! 

www.sandcastleonthebeach.com 



1.800.524.2018 




GranoResort.net 



Includes: $QC|C| 

7 Nights 

'Double Occupancy in Superior Room 
Round-Trip Air 
U & USA Air from USA 48 & Canada 
Airport 

Transfers to and Irom Hotel 

Day Sail Snorkel 

Trip to Buck Island National Park 

For details and restrictions visit our website. 

CormorantBeachClub.com 
800.548.4460 



TENNESSEE 



Smoky Mountain Tennessee Vacations 

Stony Brook Chalets 1 to 8 bedrooms 
1-800-633-5652 Mention this ad for 10% discount 
www.stonybrooklodgine.com 

Wedding Services 

gay lesbianweddings.ca 
hAf Wedding Planning 

Victoria • Vancouver • Whistler 
British Columbia 

1-800-670-8833 



Co 



last word Charles kaiser 



Throwing the backlash off balance 



It's the gayest season ever in America The Supreme 
Court kicked it off on this side of the border with our 
biggest victory in 30 years, the amazing decision by 
Anthony Kennedy and five of his colleagues that 
annulled every remaining sodomy law in the land. 
Not since the American Psychiatric Association removed 




homosexuality from its list of mental 
disorders in 1973 has any American 
institution done so much to legitimize 
us. Just two weeks before the 
Supreme Court's pronouncement, a 
Canadian court declared that coun- 
try's ban on gay marriage to be uncon- 
stitutional. Then the Vatican poured 
more gasoline on the gay-straight 
debate by denouncing gay marriage 
as "deviant," "evil," and "gravely im- 
moral" — words that are surely more 
appropriate to the Vatican's own 
coddling of its pedophile priests. 

With conservatives still reeling 
from the victory of the "homosexu- 
al agenda" at the Supreme Court, 
the tide of history quickly made it- 
self felt again with the most im- 
probable cultural event of the year 
huge ratings on Bravo and NBC for 
Queer Eye for t)ie Stmight Guy, 
the show that finally dares to adver- 
tise the superior savoir faire of the 
gay man. (Not entirely coincidental- 
ly, General Electric, the corporate 
parent of NBC and Bravo, will final- 
ly catch up to 197 other Fortune 
500 companies by belatedly offering 
domestic-partner benefits to its gay 
employees in January.) The high con- 
cept that there's nothing wrong with 
a backward straight guy that can't be 
cured by the sage advice of five gay 
men also won the Fab 5 a $1 million 
deal from publisher Clarkson Potter 
for a book that will carry the same 
title as the show. Talk about the in- 
stant power of a major new brand. 

After so many triumphs we may all 



be tempted to declare ourselves the 
victors in the political and cultural 
wars over queemess in America And 
it's true that the day of the Supreme 
Court's decision was the most hope- 
ful moment since Bill Clinton was 
elected president after promising to 




lift an idiotic ban on lesbians and gays 
serving openly in the military. 

Well, we all remember how that 
one ended. Eight months after Clin- 
ton was elected, Congress embraced 
the position of Sam Nunn and Colin 
Powell and enacted the disastrous 
policy of "don't ask, don't tell." (It was 
a very small consolation when the 
Chicago Sun-Times reported that 
nowadays Powell never misses an 
episode of Queer Eye.) 



After last summer's successes it's 
particularly important to recall how 
the gays-in-the-mihtary disaster un- 
folded. After Clinton's election we sat 
on our hands, savoring our victory: 
The only thing we managed to orga- 
nize between November and January 
was a gay inaugural ball. But by Janu- 
ary 20, 1993, the religious right had 
signed up a majority of the House and 
the Senate to prevent the promised 
reform of the Pentagon's policies. 

Now, once again, the most visible 
energy in the wake of the Supreme 
Court's decision is on the right Mar- 
riage is suddenly at the top of the na- 
tional agenda, but our opponents 
are winning the early skirmishes. 
That's because only abortion rivals 
gay marriage as a galvanizing force 
among our enemies. As soon as 
Congress returned from summer re- 
cess, Republicans renewed their ef- 
forts to ram through a constitution- 
al amendment to ban gay marriage, 
a measure that already has 75 
cosponsors. 

According to Gallup, between 
May and July the number of Ameri- 
cans who thought gay relationships 
should be legal dropped from 60% 
to 48%. Not surprisingly in a country 
where an astonishing 83% of the 
population also say they believe in 
the virgin birth of Christ, the biggest 
drop in gay support was among 
churchgoers. 

The lesson for us is simple: Al- 
though we've won the cultural wars 
on television and almost everywhere 
else, the political wars will never end. 
The newest rumor in Washington is 
that George W. Bush has privately 
told friends that his fondest hope is to 
find a way to ban adoptions by gays. 
As long as the Republican right con- 
trols Congress and the White House, 
all of our political victories will al- 
ways be in jeopardy. ■ 



Although we've won the cultural wars on television and almost 
everywhere else, the political wars will never end. 
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